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	Targets
	

	Proofread all written expression with greater care.
	I have proofread my work making sure I have altered any mistakes to the best of my ability.

	Aim to go beyond describing what the Lit. says. Add your own critical comments.
	I have added my own critical opinion and ways I can adapt to it.

	Check and follow all appropriate referencing conventions.
	I have checked my reference list and made sure to use all appropriate referencing.



Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding
Teaching is not a destination. It is a journey to grow (Jones,2019). Through the past couple of years teachers have faced a lot of challenges which has forced them to adapt to new  ways of teaching. Chief inspector for Ofsted Amanda Spielman (2023) comments that through the last couple of years children’s behaviour and engagement has got worse. However, Lewis (2022) adds in a report that this a due to Covid-19 having a  massive growth in children’s mental health. However, with these challenges growing, and the budgets in schools being cut, schools are finding it difficult to find resources to keep children engaged as well as benefiting children’s wellbeing. In addition,  this assignment I have created a resource which I will incorporate into a lesson to support children. I will be discussing the challenges I may face, and how we can adapt our work  and  link it through the cross curriculum. Cross-curriculum teaching encourages children to be more creative and active with their work while learning through different interconnecting subjects. The curriculum needs to identify all aspects of learning across the continuum and not just in one area. Kerry (2015) emphasis that when children learn beyond the subject barrier it  opens up new opportunities to experience deep and challenging learning.  Additionally, Barnes (2015) comments that cross curricular teaching creates challenging, enjoyable tasks and experiences that cater for children of all abilities and needs. 
 The new curriculum aims for all children to aim to work towards the four purposes, the four purposes is the basis for all teaching and learning in Wales. The Welsh Government (2023) comment the four purposes is a joined idea for young people, and this innovation will support children   into being successful in their future. As well as building upon the four purposes schools should also be building their curriculum on the twelve pedological principles, these help support the four purposes, and also encourage children to progress in their learning while teachers are providing their pupils with the opportunities to succeed. Furthermore, they also set a guideline of what good teaching looks like. Gatley (2020) comments that the pedagogy helps and supports teachers in deciding which strategy is best suited in supporting their leaners.  While being on placement I have seen the enjoyment children get working creatively inside and outside the classroom environment, while also developing further in many different areas. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child (1989) Article 6 states every child has the right to grow up and to be given opportunities to reach their full potential.

The resource I created to incorporate into my lesson is a co-ordinate map with its main focus on numeracy (as seen in appendix 1), the learners in year 1 foundation learning  will be building on their previous knowledge on co-ordinates by working in pairs and following the maps instructions outside. Williams (2008) emphasises the importance of children building on their mathematical skills as it lays a foundation for later development. The literacy, numeracy and digital competence framework are compulsory cross-curricular skills in Wales. The digital competency framework encourages learners to adventure into the world of technology by encouraging them to use a wide range of apps and digital resources. Estyn (2019) emphasis how most employment opportunities  now include high levels of digital competency that will only increase in the future. Another skill included in the cross-curriculum skills is Literacy. Importantly, in 2009 Wales had extremely disappointing Programme of International Student Assessment (PISA) results. As a result,  in 2013 the Welsh government  decided to prioritise Literacy and Numeracy and aimed to increase children’s achievements in these areas (Senedd Wales, 2021). The last cross curricular- skill is Mathematics and Numeracy, with Wales having low attainment in PISA results as mentioned previously. The Welsh Government (2020) are continuing to focus on this skill as this surrounds us every day and plays a critical part in everyday life. Welsh Government (2021) comment that these cross curricular skills are essential building blocks that allows children to access and understand the rest of the curriculum. Welsh Government (2022) add that it’s the responsibility of all teachers that teach across all areas of learning, to develop these skills within their lessons. Chiangpradit (2022) comments that cross curricular skills allows children to take what they have learned in the classroom environment and carry it out in everyday life. The six areas of learning (AoLE’s) are a way for learners to learn many stimulating and engaging subjects cross curriculum. The resource and task created can be linked to a range of cross curriculum subjects such as Creative Arts, Literacy and  Humanities (seen in appendix 1 lesson plan)
While creating the lesson plan I looked at the cross curriculum skills framework , more specifically the Numeracy framework. In addition, each AoLE  and cross-curricular skill has a statements of what matters. These help by underlining the key points of learning within each subject and what you would like a child to have achieved by the end or what they will be carrying out in that task. Additionally, each what matters statement also supports at least one of the four purposes. I selected the what matters statement that best linked with the task (as seen in lesson plan). Angel-Urdinola (2023) comments numeracy and literacy are mandatory skills for learners to develop further in other skills such as communication and problem solving. When the children are working on the task outside in pairs following the map, they will also be problem solving by working out what way to go and how to get around the obstacles. Problem solving is beneficial for children as it helps them develop critical thinking skills and to become more independent. De Bono (1992) comments that problem solving allows children to take risks, develop thinking skills and it allows them to think for themselves. Broadland et, al (2010) agrees and adds that problem solving is a beneficial factor in the development to children’s social and personal development. Additionally, by getting the children to problem solve within the task, it is allowing the children to connect their previous knowledge on co-ordinates and link it to a new situations. Morin (2014) comments when children are given the opportunity to have new  experiences and explore, it increases the brains connections that enables learning and memory.
 Neuroplasticity is the brains capacity to continue growth and change over time by creating new neurons and build new networks. Unicef (2023) comments that the type of experiences children have through there early years can have a huge impact on how the brain develops. Furthermore, by the children revisiting their previous knowledge on co-ordinates they are building the connections between the neurons making the memory stronger. Meanwhile, children having engaging experiences, is incorporating outdoor activities into children’s learning. For example, when the children are working towards my lesson plan. This will  consists on their co-ordinates task are following a map and problem solving and taking the children to different environments. Mahatmya, Lohman, Matjasko and Farb (2012) state that children who explore their environment through learning this can support the children’s engagement and interest will remain consistent. Estyn (2023) emphasis outdoor learning can be used so children can develop in all areas of learning . Muler et al (2022) adds and comments that children’s wellbeing benefits from exploring outdoors. While on placement I was in a Reception classroom and I noticed that the teacher had substituted toy objects with real life object. For example instead of a toy kettle or a pretend lamp they were objects that we used in everyday life. This allowed the  children  to interact with them. There was an element of health and safety where the wires were out of the way of children so there were no safety hazards. However,  it gave the children an opportunity to make a connection to real life. The teacher also used these objects to enhance the children cross-curricular learning and skills, such as using the real fruit to organise them into groups of the same shape or colour. This links to the Maria Montessori theory (20024) state where Maria Montessori believed that children use all senses to explore the world around them and it’s a conventional way of a child learning. Ruhl (2024) comments this type of strategy allows children to make creative choices within their learning environment. 
In addition, there may be some challenges that a teacher will face in regards to the lessons. In addition, when creating the lesson plan an issue that might occur  is that if the children were of  lower ability would they  be able to carry out the task without support. However,  although I made the task at a level I felt all of the children would be able to follow. I should not  assume children will not struggle. Therefore, with this concern in mind I decided to adapt the lesson and put the children in pairs for the task so they can work together. In addition, when pairing the children up I will take into consideration Vygotskys More Knowledgeable Other (MKO).  I feel children who are of a lower ability will benefit from being paired with someone who has more of an understanding whether it is a child, teacher or teaching assistant. Mcleod (2024) cites that Vygotsky believes that if MKO was working with another child it will benefit them as they may gain a greater understanding of what’ too occur. Another challenge I may come across is when completing assessment of learning  with the children by asking them questions about the task. This  will give the children  the opportunity to do the same. However, the children  may not answer or ask questions which may gage that they did not understand the task enough to have a discussion on it. Beckley (2010) comments when teacher asks relevant and spontaneous questions it encourages children to think deeper. 
In teaching while creating tasks and engaging lessons in schools teachers may have other challenges such as funding or class sizes, The national Education Union (2023) found while doing their research that ninety-two percent off schools do not have enough funding too employ staff or purchase resources to help and support children’s learning. Senedd Cymru (2019) adds that the decrease in budget that schools are having is creating greater pressure on schools and teachers. This may include classrooms not having sufficient digital recourses to develop the learners digital competency skills However, Barnes (2015) comments that to create a stimulating and engaging task that make the children excited, does not  necessarily mean the activity has to cost money  or be  complex. In these professional role is about thinking outside the box and being creative. Allowing children to be creative and explore the environment around them this will show that they are ambitious, capable learners which is one of the four purposes.

To conclude this assignment it is evident that there are a range of strategies and concepts to help children develop their cross curricular skills whilst also making it fun, engaging and being creative with resources. Although, it is beneficial for children that the tasks are interest based it is not always simple, as I have learnt through my research the many challenges schools face.  I have also learned the importance of the cross-curricular skills through my research and how they underpin other lessons within the curriculum. When creating tasks for placement I will take into consideration how we make it cross-curricular and how we may adapt it further. I will also make sure that all cross-curricular skills are included, as through my research I have seen the importance of cross-curricular skills. I have learnt if children do not have the bases of these skills they will find it hard to expand their knowledge on other aspects and further their knowledge.
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