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As Above					So Below
The stars above Orkney Springs, VA, USA		Microbiology within a single drop of water from a 
well at Orkney Springs, VA, USA
 
Inspired by the visual and ontological reflections between the stars and spring water, Water Moves is a collective research project exploring the deep ecology of wellsprings in Wales. It explores existing historical, mythological, and artistic studies surrounding these sites, drawing upon their catalog of landscape imagery, poetry, and folklore, and the lived cosmologies of local communities to reveal and engage with the deep ecology of wellsprings. 

This presentation will share some of our ongoing research on wellsprings as sites of continued cultural, social, spiritual, and ecological significance. We will contextualize the project within our individual research journeys, beginning with the catalyst for this research: Margaux Crump's photographic diptych "As Above, So Below", in which she juxtaposed an image of the microbiology contained within a single drop of well water with an accompanying image of the night sky taken directly above the well site. Through folklore and the photographic language of portraiture, we will consider the personhood and agency of wellwaters. We will discuss how image-making empowers us to reveal, understand, and participate within an ecology of the unseen. Lastly, we will offer our perspectives on the value of artistic research practices for communities in connecting with and participating in the living culture of wellspring sites through the lens of our contribution to the Laleston Wells Project, discussing the potential value and importance of engagement through the arts for human reflections, connections and dances with (un)seen beings. 

Dr. Dawn H. Collins is a tutor at The Sophia Centre, contributing both to the Ecology and Spirituality and the Cultural Astronomy and Astrology MA programmes at the University of Wales, Trinity Saint David. She is also a Research Fellow of the Foro di Studi Avanzati Gaetano Massa (FSA), Rome, Italy (Gaetano Massa Research Institute for Advanced Study of the Humanities). Her research explores spirited landscapes and ritual healing in Tibetan cultural regions through ethnographic research inspired by her practice as a dance artist and as a practitioner of massage therapies from Thailand and Japan.

Margaux Crump is an interdisciplinary artist exploring the entanglements between ecology, folklore, and magic. She is currently investigating the phenomena of the unseen, from the microscopic to the mythic worlds that surround us. Her sculpture, photography, and ritual work has been exhibited extensively across the United States, most notably at the Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum, Saint Louis, MO; Women and Their Work, Austin, TX, DiverseWorks, Houston, TX, and Olfactory Art Keller, New York, NY. She is a recent recipient of the Stone & DeGuire Contemporary Art Award. Margaux holds a MFA in studio art from Washington University in St. Louis. 

Jake Eshelman is an artist and visual researcher exploring the complex relationships between humans, our environment, and everyone we share it with. His work has been exhibited internationally, most notably at Vantaa Art Museum Artsi in Helsinki, Finland; Contemporary Calgary in Alberta, Canada; Houston Center for Photography in Houston, TX; and The Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities at Cambridge University, UK; among others. His photographs are in the permanent collections at Harvard University and have also been published in National Geographic. Jake is currently pursuing his MA in Ecology & Spirituality from The University of Wales, Trinity Saint David.
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