The Abduction of Ganymede


[bookmark: _GoBack]"Tros, who was lord of the Trojans, and to Tros in turn there were born three perfect sons, Ilos and Assaracus, and godlike Ganymede, who was the loveliest born of the race of mortals, and therefore the gods caught him away to themselves, to be Zeus' wine-pourer, for the sake of his beauty, so he might be among the immortals."
Homer, Iliad 20. 232ff.


"Verily wise Zeus carried off golden-haired Ganymede because of his beauty, to be amongst the Deathless Ones and pour drink for the gods in the house of Zeus--a wonder to see--, honoured by all the immortals as he draws the red nectar from the golden bowl . . . deathless and unageing, even as the gods."
Homeric Hymn  to Aphrodite 203ff.


"There is some pleasure in loving a youth, since once in fact even [Zeus] the son of Kronos, king of the immortals, fell in love with Ganymede, seized him, carried him off to Olympus, and made him divine, keeping the lovely bloom of boyhood."
Theognis, Fragment 1. 1345.
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Greco-Roman mosaic from Paphos 3rd century A.D.
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Athenian red-figure kylix 5th century B.C.
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Athenian red-figure kylix 5th century B.C.
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Greco-Roman marble statue 2nd century A.D.
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