ESSENTIAL READING:
1. Campbell, Joseph, and Antony Van Couvering. The Mythic Dimension: Selected Essays 1959-1987. New World Library, 2017. 
WHY read Campbell: This anthology of Campbell’s best works includes 12 essays where the brilliant mythologist expounds upon the history of mythology; its influence on art, literature, and culture; and its role in everyday life. Campbell’s highly readable and enjoyable scholarship explains how myths originate, function and permeate our lives. Myths being the foundational stories of all religions have a very important part to play in what we think and how we act. For interfaith students, reading mythologies from different cultures and understanding their underlying similarities can be very useful in fostering dialogue. Nothing works better than telling stories that people are familiar with. Fables and myths that teach universal virtues such as charity and kindness can be useful tools to talk to each other. 
Questions to ask: What are the archetypal stories of any given society or faith group that become essential identity markers? How can I use this knowledge to steer dialogue in fruitful ways?

2. Eliade, Mircea. Patterns in Comparative Religion. Sheed and Ward, 1997. 
WHY read Eliade: What Campbell is the mythology, Eliade is to the study of religion. Eliade’s perspectives in this book on the religious experiences of different faith groups includes that one irreducible element of the sacred that most contemporary scholars of religion miss out on. In addition of psychosocial factors, students of interfaith studies would do well to remember the fantastical and magical elements of religion, which are important drivers of behaviour. Read this book to understand how you can sensitively incorporate this dimension of belief in dialogue, when dealing with believers. Fruitful dialogue and harmony between faith groups can only take place when one acknowledges and respects what is considered sacred by the other.  
Questions to ask: What are the objects, rituals and practices of other faith traditions that are considered sacred? How can I invoke these sacred references without causing offence in an interfaith context?

3. Davidson Hilda Ellis. Myths and Symbols in Religion and Folklore, Folklore, 100:2, 131-142, DOI: 10.1080/0015587X.1989.9715761, 1989 
WHY read Davidson: In her paper, Davidson uses the typology of fables and folklore to denote symbols in religion. She notes how even a very powerful Christian movement in Iceland and Scandinavia could not completely erase the older folk religions and had to incorporate several ‘pagan’ myths and motifs. A study of such elements in addition to theological perspectives will alert a student of interfaith study to the existence of many Christianities and not one. It will help recognise that not all Christians (or indeed, Muslims or Hindus or Jews) speak the same language or are moved by the same stories, even if they espouse the same faith.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions to ask: How do indigenous faiths influence missionary religions? How can one be mindful of the many local practices that are co-opted within a larger tradition and use them to facilitate dialogue?

