AERIAL FILMMAKING  - The Journey to Professionalism

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m001c24c/frozen-planet-ii-series-1-1-frozen-worlds
KEY CONSIDERATIONS = FLY LEGALLY AND SAFELY
New Regulationes based on:
· The type of operation being conducted;

· The level of risk;

· The level of performance

Latest CAA changes 2026

Heliguy
https://www.heliguy.com/blogs/posts/uk-drone-laws-where-can-i-fly
Regulations in In a Nutshell:

· Where you can fly: You need to stay below 120m (400ft) and keep your drone within visual line of sight (VLOS) - unless you have special permission from the UK CAA.

· Three operational categories: Open Category (geared to hobbyists/some commercial users); Specific Category (mainly enterprise drone pilots); Certified Category (very high-risk operations).

· Open Category Subcategories: A1 (fly over people); A2 (fly close to people); A3 (fly far from people). Certain drones can fly under the rules of certain subcategories.

· Specific Category: Designed for operations that can't be performed in the Open Category. An Operational Authorisation is required from the UK CAA to operate in the Specific Category.

· UK drone registration: If you fly a drone weighing 100g+, you need a Flyer ID. An Operator ID is required if you own a drone between 250g and 25kg or a drone weighing 100g to 250g with a camera.

· UK class marks: As of 2026, any new drone placed on the market must have a UK class mark (UK0 to UK6) - determining where that drone can fly.

· European class marks: Until the end of December 2027, a drone with a European class mark (C class mark) can be flown according to its corresponding UK class-marked drone, ie C1 = UK1.

· Non-class-marked drones: Drones that do not have a class mark can still be flown, based on the rules for their specific weight.

· Drone training: An A2 CofC is required for operations in the Open Category's A2 sub-category. The GVC or the new Remote Pilot Certificates (RPC) are required to obtain an Operational Authorisation for Specific Category operations.

· Remote ID: UK class-marked drones (UK1, UK2, UK3, UK5, and UK6) need to broadcast Remote ID when flying.

· Night flying requirements: Drones flown at night must have a green flashing light, switched on during operation. An exemption can be requested via the Operational Authorisation (Specific Category).

3 OPERATIONAL CATEGORIES
Heliguy
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CAA

https://www.caa.co.uk/drones/open-category/moving-on-to-more-advanced-flying/introduction-to-more-advanced-flying/
3 CATEGORIES
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What you must have

Operator ID

if your drone weighs 100g or more
and has a camera™

Flyer ID
if your drone weighs 100g or more™*

What you can do

@

You can fly closer to people than 50m
horizontally, including people who are
not involved in what you’re doing.

@

You can fly over people, including
people who are not involved In
what you're doing.

@

You can fly in residential, recreational,
commercial or industrial areas.

DO

@

e You must keep your drone or model
aircraft in direct sight at all times, with
a full view of the surrounding airspace.

* Do respect people’s privacy.

e Follow the Drone and
Model Aircraft Code.

e You must keep your drone or
model aircraft at a safe distance
from people.

What you must have

Operator ID
Flyer ID

A2 Certificate of Competency

What you can and must not do

X

You must not fly closer to people
than 50m horizontally, unless they’re
iINnvolved in what you're doing.

f your drone is UK2 or C2 class,

you can reduce this distance to 30m .

if you fly In low speed mode, you can
reduce this distance to 5m.

X

You must not intentionally fly over
people, unless they’re involved In
what you're doing.

@

You can fly in residential, recreational,
commercial or industrial areas.

DO NOT

X

* Do not fly over crowds.

e Do not fly above 120m (400ft).
e Do not fly In restricted airspace.

e Do not carry dangerous goods
or drop articles.

*From 1 January 2026 to 31 December 2027,

you can also fly G1 aircraft in Al.

**If your drone or model aircraft weighs
below 100g, you do not need a Flyer 1D
or Operator ID, even if it has a camera.

DO

@

e You must keep your drone or model
aircraft in direct sight at all times, with
a full view of the surrounding airspace.

* Do respect people’s privacy.

e Follow the Drone and
Model Aircraft Code.

e You must keep your drone or
model aircraft at a safe distance
from people.

What you must have

Operator ID

if your drone weighs 100g or more
and has a camera™

Flyer ID
if your drone weighs 100g or more™*

What you can and must not do

X

You must not fly closer to people
than 50m horizontally, unless they’re
iInvolved In what you're doing.

X

You must not intentionally fly over
people, unless they’re involved In
what you're doing.

X

You must not fly closer to residential,
recreational, commercial or industrial
areas than 150m horizontally.

You must not fly closer to individual
buildings than 50m horizontally.

DO NOT

X

* Do not fly over crowds.

e Do not fly above 120m (400ft).
e Do not fly In restricted airspace.

e Do not carry dangerous goods
or drop articles.

DO

@

e You must keep your drone or model
aircraft in direct sight at all times, with
a full view of the surrounding airspace.

* Do respect people’s privacy.

e Follow the Drone and
Model Aircraft Code.

e You must keep your drone or
model aircraft at a safe distance
from people.

DO NOT

X

* Do not fly over crowds.

e Do not fly above 120m (400ft).
e Do not fly In restricted airspace.

e Do not carry dangerous goods
or drop articles.

Overview of the Open Category A1 and A3 rules and requirements





1 Open Category

There are a number of basic requirements that all Open Category pilots must adhere to:

· The aircraft's maximum take-off mass must be less than 25kg;

· Keep the drone within Visual Line of Sight (VLOS);

· Do not fly higher than 400 ft (120 metres) from the earth's surface.

Operators needing to fly outside one or more of these conditions will be required to seek permission to fly in the Specific Category.

However, the 400ft rule can be exceeded when a drone is required to overfly obstacles taller than 105m, provided that:

· The obstacle is overflown by a maximum of 15m

· You have permission from whoever is in charge of the obstacle

· You do not fly closer than 50m horizontally from the obstacle.
· Permission is sought from owner
3 subcategories based on risk and class of drone UK1-4  (UK) or C0 – C4 (Europe)
A1 – Fly over uninvolved people

A2 – Fly near to people

A3 – Fly far from people

A1 – Over People. For low-risk, simple flying
	SUBCATEGORY


	OPERATING AREA
	CLASS
	MASS/KE/SPEED
	REGISTRATION
	COMPETENCY

	A1
	You can fly over people, including people who are not involved in what you’re doing.

Do not fly over crowds.
	Less than 250g (non-class-marked).

C0 or UK0 or UK1 class.

C1 class drone until December 31, 2027.


	<250g flying weight
	Yes – if over 100g
	Flyer ID: If you're flying a drone weighing 100g or more.

Operator ID: If you own/are responsible for the drone, if it weighs 250g-25kg or 100g-250g with a camera.



	A1
	You can fly over people, including people who are not involved in what you’re doing.
Do not fly over crowds.
	C1
	<900g flying weight
	YES
	  Read user manual

•  Online training and exam (DMARES - drone registration test)

•  A2 CofC theoretical test




LEGACY DRONES: After 31st December 2027 European class marked drones can only be flown in the category based on its weight.
A2 Subcategory - Near People. Moderate-risk, complex flying
· No flights within restricted airspace (Restricted Areas, Danger Areas, FRZs) without relevant permission.

	SUBCATEGORY


	OPERATING AREA
	CLASS
	MASS/KE/SPEED
	REGISTRATION
	COMPETENCY

	A2 (Near People)

	You must not fly within 30m of people unless they’re involved in what you are doing, or you fly in low-speed mode.
If you fly in low speed mode, you can reduce this distance to 5m from people.

You must not fly over people who are not involved in what you're doing.


	UK2 class.
C2 class drone until December 31, 2027


	Less than 2kg
	YES
	Flyer ID
Operator ID if you own/are responsible for the drone.

A2 CofC. Without this, Open Category operations must be conducted in the A3 subcategory.



	A2 (Near People)
	You must not fly within 50m of uninvolved people.
You must not fly over people who are not involved in what you're doing.


	No class
	Less than 2kg and not UK2 or C2 class.
	Yes
	Flyer ID
Operator ID if you own/are responsible for the drone.

A2 CofC. Without this, Open Category operations must be conducted in the A3 subcategory.




A3 Subcategory - Far from People. High-risk, complex flying
	SUBCATEGORY


	OPERATING AREA
	CLASS
	MASS/KE/SPEED
	REGISTRATION
	COMPETENCY

	A3 (Far from People)
	You must not fly within 50m of uninvolved people.

You must not fly over people who are not involved in what you're doing.

You must not fly within 150m of residential, recreational, commercial or industrial areas.

You must not fly closer to individual residential buildings than 50m horizontally.


	UK2, UK3 or UK4 class.

Privately built.

Placed on the market before January 1, 2026, 

C2, C3 or C4 class drone until December 31, 2027.


	<25kg flying weight
	YES
	Flyer ID
Operator ID if you own/are responsible for the drone.




Class Marking
Heliguy:

https://www.heliguy.com/blogs/posts/drone-class-marking-coming-to-uk/?_gl=1*12kh78f*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQjw8c3VBhCsARIsAA_xJ91qwnePOIMEwCgMUEfRSsC0XKQldk-eONPa8m2bg5uYms5A6YfaSgsaAoMyEALw_wcB&gbraid=0AAAAADhAo4eowOJH5Q1H-aNbNnlHaWjED
2 Specific Category
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In simple terms, the Specific Category is geared towards enterprise drone pilots.
Drones do not need to be CE marked – just need to be <25kg
The key element of the Specific Category is that the UAS operator is required to hold an Operational Authorisation, which has been issued by the CAA.

An Operational Authorisation has replaced the PfCO.

The Operational Authorisation sets out the privileges that are afforded and the limitations that must be followed when conducting the operation.

To obtain an Operational Authorisation, the operator must conduct a risk assessment of the proposed operation and submit this as part of the application + Complete a GVC course.
Pre-Defined Risk Assessments

Alternatively, operators can use a PDRA (Pre-defined Risk Assessment).

This is a shortened set of prescriptive conditions - conducted by the CAA - that must be complied with by a UAS operator in order to conduct a predetermined type of operation.

This type of approach applies to operations that will most likely be conducted by a large number of operators (i.e. it is a pre-defined scenario), but the safety mitigations are relatively simple.

UKPDRA01 enables the following operations:

· VLOS only, maximum 500 metres horizontally from remote pilot; use of a UA observer situated next to the remote pilot, is permitted;

· Maximum height not to exceed 400 feet above the surface;

· Flight permitted within 150 metres of any residential, commercial, industrial or recreational area;

· No flight within 50 metres of any uninvolved person, except that during take-off and landing this distance may be reduced to 30 metres;

· No flight within FRZs unless permitted by the relevant aerodrome;

· No flight within 50 metres horizontally of assemblies of people.

SUA REGISTRATION become mandatory from 30 November 2019.
https://register-drones.caa.co.uk/individual
