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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:
This is an extraordinary dissertation. It is extremely well written, very clearly structured and comprehensively referenced. In fact the range of sources consulted goes beyond what would normally be expected, in terms of documentary and manuscript sources and secondary texts.
The thesis examines the common assumption that there was no ‘Arabic astrology’, ie astrology as in the calculation and interpretation of horoscopes, prior to the 12th century translation movement.  It is known that there are surviving texts referring to the significance of the astronomical bodies, for example in medicine, from Anglo Saxon England. Also, while one text of horoscope interpretation (Firmicus Maternus’ Mathesis) was available, there is no evidence that it was ever used. 
The student adheres to a distinction between ‘prognostics’, or texts which made simple statements about the connection between planetary phenomena and human or terrestrial concerns on the one hand, and the casting of horoscopes on the other. 
The rationale on pp. 1-8 is meticulous and based in a careful discussion of the appropriate texts, as well as theoretical discussion of, for example, what a manuscript is. The bulk of the dissertation is given over to an analysis of three manuscripts introduce d on p. 26, translated and analysed by the student herself. Tables and reproductions of images (of which one of the most intriguing is a circular zodiac diagram (p. 41), complement the analysis. The analysis is consistently related back to secondary sources. The quantity of research and the quality of the resulting discussion is of the highest level. This, frankly, is PhD level work. 
The conclusion is original and well-founded: that it was not possible to practice Arabic (or judicial, horoscopic, astrology) in Anglo-Saxon, pre 12th century, England, but that prognostics can be classed as natural astrology. 
I have two recommendations.
The first is that, as the research question involves the existence of astrology in England prior to the 12th century, there does need to be some discussion of what is meant by the word astrology, especially as the distinction between judicial astrology (the casting of horoscopes) and natural astrology (natural influences) occurs throughout.
The one section which needs some expansion is that on ‘Arabic astrology’. This is actually crucial because the question is whether astrology existed in England prior to the translation movement of the 12th century. On p 3 the student writes ‘A discussion of Anglo-Latin attitudes toward astrology will follow, as well as a discussion of the term ‘Arabic astrology’. Yet the only indications given as to what Arabic astrology was is on p 6 (‘the ability to calculate planetary longitudes’), pp 28-9 (‘the calculation of accurate planetary positions and the point of the ecliptic rising on the eastern horizon at a specific time’ and p. 32 (lunar phases, mansions or any other Arabic astrological consideration). It appears that discussion of the term ‘Arabic astrology may have been cut. At any rate, if the dissertation is to be published, as it deserves, this section needs to be included.
However, such is the quality of the research, analysis and discussion that neither of these recommendations in any way brings into question the status of this work as deserving a high distinction.
On a minor point, discursive text (eg in fns 1, 28) needs to be in the main text. Footnotes need to be restricted as far as possible to bibliographic citations.
Lastly, I have various proof-reading comments which I can make should the dissertation be considered for publication.
Congratulations on the successful completion of your MA journey.
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	For completion by the second marker:
Comments:
This is an excellent dissertation. You have analysed a huge range of primary and secondary sources, and instead of relying on secondary sources to present your arguments you have gone back to original manuscripts written in Latin and Anglo-Saxon, which you have then translated yourself. This demonstrates an extraordinary level of research, and contributes enormously to the discussion around “Arabic” astrology’s introduction into Christian Europe since you have been able to present arguments around current scholarship and identified differences or errors in that scholarship.
The entire dissertation is beautifully written, explaining very complex ideas in a very clear manner, backing up all your points with suitable citations, all correctly referenced in the required format. You have managed to put a huge amount of information into the word limit available, while at the same time tying all the pieces together very elegantly.
Your introduction sets out the terminology used, describes your main sources clearly, and lays out what your dissertation is setting out to achieve. The Literature Review summarises both the history and current academic discussion of prognostics, an under-researched field, and sets the context by identifying the relationship between prognostics, computus, and astrology.
Your methodology section is excellent. As this is a text-based dissertation, the university guidelines say that a methodology section is not required, although I disagree with those guidelines in a project such as yours – you have undertaken very detailed manuscript research that is normally seen at PhD level rather than for an MA, and the manner in which you have analysed these texts is central to many of your arguments, and so laying out how you approached this and why it’s important is not only worthwhile, but essential, and you have achieved this very well in this section.
Much of the current academic debate about the Anglo-Saxon period is fairly dismissive of the idea of “high” astrology, taking the simplistic view that astrology was moribund until its arrival in Christian Europe in the twelfth century; you cite Juste’s claim that ‘no extant horoscopes, no known astrologers, nor even the name of a single individual positively interested in astrology’. However, in your section on cosmos and superstition, you have challenged this view, and shown that the evidence suggests the situation was far more nuanced, and that the absence of the mathematics needed to do accurate horoscopic astrology did not necessarily preclude an awareness of astrology and its utility, and that prognostics provided a way of engaging astrologically with the universe. In particular, you have made the very important – and often overlooked – point that “Arabic” astrology involved not only the accurate calculation of planetary positions to cast an astrological chart, but the calculation of the Ascendant and Midheaven, a task that it is much easier and does not involve complicated twelfth-century mathematics mor even an eleventh-century astrolabe. You have demonstrated that there was certainly an interest in various types of prognostication according to the unit of time, and that computus played in important role in determining those units.
Your section on The Trinity Computus and Horoscopic Calculations is of vital importance to the debate about horoscopic astrology. You’ve identified an awareness of astrological aspects by degree, the ability to note and record the varying latitudes of planets, and an almost desperate wish to calculate the longitudinal position of Mars (despite these calculations being fairly meaningless in practice), both by Abbo and in the Alchandreana. Despite not being able to draw up an accurate astrological chart with all planetary positions in place, the observations about longitude in the Trinity computus (‘with Mercury never able to be withdrawn more than 32 degrees from the Sun’) demonstrates a clear interest in the topic.
Your section on reconsidering the pastoral hypothesis is also important and relevant to your argument. Monks need to know how to calculate the date of Easter, but one might think they were literally cloistered away and would have no need to have any knowledge of superstitions and folk knowledge that might be considered associated with prognostics. However, you provide scholarly evidence that monks were not as isolated as one might think, and that in any case there were plenty of secular clergy at the time, who needed an awareness of what the local populace used, and to provide a Christian context as shown by your quotes from Flint and from Wiśniewski, enabling clerics to provide services to the lay community and especially in channelling the use of prognostics into forms acceptable to Christianity.
Your two appendices show the extraordinary amount of research that you engaged in to provide a very solid foundation for your arguments in the dissertation, and your bibliography is very extensive and usefully split into primary, secondary, and manuscript sources.
I can offer no points for improvement, nor, indeed, even find a single typo in your dissertation! This really is a superb piece of work, and I hope will lead to publication as it provides a unique contribution and deserves to be read by a wider audience.
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