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Safeguarding in the Early Years reflective paper
During my time working in Early years education I have attended annual level 1 Safeguarding training courses within my setting. I use the knowledge obtained from the safeguarding training within my practice, the training I received enabled me to follow correct procedures and take an active role in safeguarding children. Even though the training provided me with the knowledge and some understanding of safeguarding it was very limited. Prior to the beginning of this Safeguarding module my knowledge of the procedures on safeguarding children was also limited due to the content and level of the Safeguarding training I have received. I understood the settings safeguarding policy and have followed this throughout my practice, this is required as part of our professional role. (YGG Evan James,2017) I also understood that safeguarding children was everyone’s responsibility, however I was not aware of the specific legislation, and how changes to legislation impacted on safeguarding procedures. The NSPCC states that safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility and that all agencies, schools should have policies in place to protect children from harm. (NSPCC, 2017).
In preparation for the group task where we were required to work as a team, each acting out a specific role of a professional who would be in attendance during the initial case conference following a safeguarding referral. My prior knowledge of safeguarding was very limited and I was unaware on the correct procedures of a child protection meeting. My knowledge of safeguarding was limited to a referral being made to the local authorities Safeguarding hub, using MASH the multi-agency approach. (RCT) I understood that it was my responsibility to make the school’s safeguarding officer aware of any concerns I had for a Childs safety, it was then the school’s safeguarding officer’s responsibility to make a referral. After my statement was given to the schools safeguarding officer the referral would be made by the schools safeguarding office. 
Working as a team to prepare for the group task enabled me to appreciate the importance of sharing information and the confidentiality of the information. Working as team and researching the initial child protection meeting procedures enabled me to understand the role that each professional has within the process and the importance of working together to ensure all information is factual, accurate and specific. As stated in the all Wales children act: 
Individuals and agencies should communicate and work together effectively in partnership to identify vulnerable children, keep them safe from abuse and neglect, and, improve outcomes for them. (AWCPP,2008)
When researching current legislation such at the All Wales Child Protection Procedures, policies and considering the case, I learnt that early intervention was key to ensuring the safety of the child. By following the correct procedures and acting on concerns for the child’s well -being and safety meant that the child and family received support early. I learnt that being non-judgemental and considering all the facts was essential to providing the correct support for the child and their families. By being patient and understanding would ensure the family felt supported to work collaboratively with all other professionals and agencies to reach the correct outcome on safeguarding the child.
One of the recommendations made in Every Child Matters green paper (HM Treasury, 2003) following the inquiry by Lord Laming on the death of Victoria Climbié was effective information sharing and protection. The paper stated that:
Children will always require extra help because of the disadvantages they face. The key is to ensure children receive services at the first onset of problems, and to prevent any children slipping through the net. We will do this by:
improving information sharing between agencies to ensure all local authorities have a list of children in their area, the services each child has had contact with, and the contact details of the relevant professionals who work with them. (HM Treasury, 2003)
The welsh government has made a commitment to ensure that the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child are included in all legislation. The UNCRC ensures that the child’s needs are met and are of the highest importance. Article 12 of the UNCRC ‘Respect the views of the child’ states that we should listen to the child and ensure their voice is heard in matters that affect them. The child mentioned in the case scenario for the group discussion was three and half years of age and attending school, the child would be able to express their thoughts and feelings at their level. (UNCRC, 2017) As I took the role of the teacher within the group task, my role would be to ask the child what I could do as their class teacher to support him within class and the school, I demonstrated an example of this within the group task by discussing the strategies that had been implemented within the class and school, after speaking to the child and discussing his likes and dislikes, things that make him happy and sad, his favourite thing to do and so on, this enabled me to gather information to tailor the intervention and targets to support the child’s individual needs.
In order for me to develop professionally and improve on my practice I will need to ensure that I am aware of all current legislations and any amendments that are made to legislation to ensure I am following the correct procedures. 
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