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Abstract for Dissertation- MA Ancient History 

The title in progress for my study is: Evil Queen? An exploration into the negative portrayal of Olympias of Macedonia within Plutarch’s Life of Alexander. 
Within the introduction, I plan first to define what a negative portrayal is and highlight what aspects it may have and then highlight these within the text by either pointing out direct quotations from Plutarch’s Life of Alexander and demonstrating frameworks that may be received from these extracts. I then intend to put my argument forward that indeed the portrayal is a negative one, give examples of negative aspects quoting from the text and then explore why it is negative; the reasons behind it. I will also mention my intention to lightly assess whether such an opinion of Plutarch’s (if indeed it is his opinion and not simply an example of intertextuality or a reflection of cultural thought on history at the time of his writing) can be trusted as an accurate representation.
Within the body of the dissertation, a close analysis of Plutarch’s text is foremost. I will consider purposes of its genre, highlighting possible purposes of the text, understanding that facts can be removed in sources for biased intentions, entertainment or political reasons. I will bear in mind the role of Plutarch as author regarding his culture and background will and explore whether such features affect the depiction. Besides textual analysis, I will also reference other sources and talk about how they portray the queen, what they tell us about her and whether they match Plutarch’s depiction, why, and what the significance of this may be. 
From the text and sources, I will conclude how Olympias may have been seen during her lifetime and even assess how reliable such depictions are into receiving an accurate representation. With the more modern sources I will even draw attention to any presence of intertextuality and relationship from Plutarch, emphasising how Plutarch’s text may have had a hand at inspiring other depictions and thus, pointing out the powerful influence of the text and explore why it is so popular and reflected in other sources and modern representations. I will consider unbalance, biasedness and romancing of the facts. I will point out that the portrayal in other sources highlight the strength and affect of such a depiction within recent works such as films.

The sources chosen are as follows:
· A Roman medallion from the 3rd Century BCE with Olympias’ apparent image. Fildes, A. and Fletcher, J. (2002)
· A cameo from the 3rd Century BCE with the apparent image of Olympias with her son; Alexander the Great. Fildes, A. and Fletcher, J. (2002)
· Quintus Curtis Rufus’ The History of Alexander (Rufus, 2004) published 1st Century AD.
· The statue Alexander and Olympias at Schoenbrunn by Johann Wilhelm Beyer, executed in 1777.
· Arrian’s The Campaigns of Alexander (Arrian and De Selincourt, 1971) composed 2nd Century AD.
· Oliver Stone’s film Alexander (2004).

Within my conclusion, I will again emphasise my argument of Plutarch’s representation of Olympias of Macedonia being negative and underline that the evidence of this is ample, reflecting on what the sources tell me and if they match Plutarch’s depiction, concluding again whether the portrayal can be reliable.
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