        Issues of Effective EYL program Models in China
Introduction:

A number of language studies state that the advantages of early language learning. Early studies of second or foreign language learning argue that there was a "Critical Period" or "Sensitive Period"(Oyama，1976), which means the early ages have prior to puberty in acquiring native-like proficiency in a foreign language. A recent review of research on the critical period concluded that adolescent learners are more efficient language learners. The statement based on having the early English instructions learners. At any age before 12 have advantages to acquire a frequent foreign language.

Theoretical ground:

Experience on my English teaching as an English training teacher, I have taught students from different levels and have different English learning backgrounds and from different schools in first-tier city in China. Some students in Grade 4 can read the chapter books but same students cannot read in the same level book. Even the students in Grade 7 cannot read the chapter books. The individuals stand a class and a school more than one learner and that means students from some schools cannot read the books while students from other schools can read the chapter books. Comparing the two parts of students, undoubtedly there are some differences on teaching strategies, curriculum settings, teaching contents, length of English learning. But there is also a factor that the person has the high English level school students who had an English ability entry test which determines they can enroll or not. That's a rejection signal if the student cannot start their English learning early before elementary school entry age. The top private schools in the first-tier cities in China have the hidden information for English ability requirements and candidates should understand the English instructions and give some corresponding actions when they prepare to enter the top schools. These are a number of factors for starting languages learning early. These include:

1.Effective abundant time:

Language is a kind of sense of rhythm. Children have an inherited strong feeling about rhyming. The older the age will be, the weaker the feeling will have. Young learners simply have more time to learn English and tine us an important factor in overall attainment (Carroll, 1975) as any adult who has tried to learn another language has discovered about the fact. It definitely can go longer when it begins early. Except the extensive time, intensity also has a big influence on efficiency. Children need the opportunity to learn English for more than two 60-minute periods a week.

2.The probability of better fluency and pronunciation:

Some scholars have concluded that: Young learners are more likely to attain native-like pronunciation and have greater confidence in speaking the language, and better oral pronunciation (Harley,1998). If children begin in learning English before age 12 and they are given appropriate instructions and input, they are more likely to acquire English to native levels without an accent, so many students can speak fluent English in first-tier cities. Their parents have studied or worked abroad has more motivate power and good atmosphere to study English at an early age.

3.The possibility of greater awareness:

The world is getting smaller with the economic globalization. Children from every country have the opportunity to become global citizens. English as world's lingua franca and the learning experience also make them more aware and reflective of their own language and culture. It surprise me that my son said, "Mommy, you speak English just now." when he was just three years old. He knows that some English-native teachers have the same appearance but they are from other countries and speak different language that we call it English. That kind of cultural understanding may be the most important benefit of early language learning.

Speaking another language provides a number of advantages. It can support new perspective to solve problems. What's more, it gives children a positive impact to have a desire to explore different cultures from other religions and places. Encouragement and curiosity to explore the world from English learning. We can see above to know that starting a language in early age has many benefits, but we cannot just grab early start alone to increase their levels of English language proficiency. That doesn't make sense. Almost students study English at the age 6 even earlier in first-tier cities in China, but they cannot speak English frequently after they have learned for 5 years. The age prior doesn't confirm a successful result in English learning.

Methodology:

As Nunan(1999, P.3) has remained us programs to teach English to young learners need to be "Carefully planned, adequately supported and resourced, and closely monitored and evaluated." All the first-tier cities in China have the same first grade age to learn English at school. With these different amounts of time for study and use of English. Children's proficiency in English can vary from the different schools. There are three main stream schools. Different types of schools have different English learning programs. In public school, they use the same easy English curriculum book to teach. The students in public school meet English every day for one session 45mins. But there are 40-50 students in one class. The number of students is more than top private school and international school. Consider the need for different program models in countries. Like India, where English becomes the medium of instruction in later grades, and in countries, like Japan, where English is a foreign or international language. In China, primary public schools learn English as a foreign language too. There are some different curriculum designs in China. It concludes one of top private schools, International schools and common public schools in first-tier city in China. There are some typical English learning programs has been created by Lipton including sequential FLES (Foreign Language in the Elementary School), FLEX (Foreign Language Exploratory), and Immersion. According to Lipton, Sequential FLES is always called FLES.

FLEX programs in public school in China

FLEX (Foreign language exploratory) programs suggests children to learn different languages and cultures. Children receive short sessions which they can learn basic words or phrases in English. The focus is on exploring languages, instead of developing proficiency in these languages (Met, 1991). Although China doesn’t follow any program. But students in public school in China most closely to this program. With few language skills expected at public school and they may be limited development of proficiency and fluency in English learning with 40-50 students in a class and study English 40 minutes everyday. The goals of FLEX are to introduce students to English language and develop limited awareness of language relationships.

This is the curriculum timetable of common public school in China:

	
	Mon.
	Tue.
	Wed.
	Thur.
	Fri.

	Morning Reading
	Maths
	Chinese
	Chinese
	English
	Chinese

	1st
	Chinese
	Maths
	Chinese
	Chinese
	English

	2nd
	Chinese
	Chinese
	English
	Chinese
	PE

	3rd
	Art
	Chess
	Maths
	Maths
	Chinese

	4th
	English
	PE
	PE
	Art
	Chinese

	5th
	Music
	Morality
	Science
	Morality
	Maths

	6th
	Class meeting
	Reading
	Music
	English
	Labor


Target subjects taught by English
In this program, Students will the learn to study basic expressions and limited vocabulary.
Standard Language Skills L1 (Grade 1-3) ( China National edition 2021)
	Skills
	Content

	Listen-act


	1.Recognize the picture and real objects with listening assistance;
2.Response on orders from teachers;
3.Follow simple instructions to act;
4.Understand the small story with the visual picture aid.

	Speak-sing


	1.Imitate by recording aid;
2.Mutual simple greetings abilities;
3.Talk about the simple information(E.g. Age Name);
4.Feelings and emotions express;
5.Guess meanings and words by acting aid;
6.Sing simple English songs (10-15);
7.English-speaking by picture and text aids.

	Play-act


	1.Simple social communication and play simple English games;
2.Act simple role-play;
3.Act simple English songs and Fairy tales.

	Read-write

	1.Recognize and read words with visual aids;
2.Understand small and simple story with pictures aids;
3.Write simple words and alphabet letters correctly.


	Visual-listen


	1.Understand simple English cartoons by listening;
2.More than 10-hour Visual-listen practice every academic year. 


“...there is a new curriculum standard after 2021, the new standard require all the teacher design their English teaching program based on the core qualities. The core qualities to Chinese students are five parts of moral, intellectual, physical, aesthetics and labor education. But for the quantity of the students in public school. It’s difficult for them to emphasize individuals. There are over 40 students in one classroom. Oral English and mutual communication are less. And there is just one 40 minutes class every day ...”

                                  ------From a public school English Teacher

2. Immersion programs 

Language immersion programs, as the name suggests, immerse children in another language by using that language as the medium of instruction, like some bilingual and international school students in first-tier city, their daily life involves with lots of English language points. And in immersion programs, English is also the language instruction, at least 80% part of the school day they immerse in English. Unlike the programs discussed above, Medium of instruction for at least some courses. However, in effective  immersion programs, students retain their native language, and literacy in the native language is never abandoned. Like the subject Chinese is the native language content.

This is the curriculum timetable of bilingual international school in China G7:

	Mon.
	Tue.
	Wed.
	Thur.
	Fri.

	English
	English
	English
	English
	English

	History
	History
	Speech&Debate
	History
	Geography

	Technology

-Design
	Technology

-Design
	Technology

-Design
	Technology

-Design
	Technology

-Design

	Chinese
	Chinese
	Chinese
	Chinese
	Chinese

	PE&Sports
	PE&Sports
	PE&Sports
	Dance
	PE&Sports

	Morality
	Morality
	Morality
	Morality
	Morality

	Physical
	Physical
	Physical
	Physical
	Physical

	Algebra&

Geometry
	Algebra&

Geometry
	Algebra&

Geometry
	Algebra&

Geometry
	Algebra&

Geometry

	Speech&Debate
	Speech&Debate
	Geometry
	Speech&Debate
	Speech&Debate


Target subjects taught by English

3. FLES programs at top private school in China 
Children at top private school in China study one language as a regular school subject for up to 45 minutes a day, but different from common public school, there are just 30 students in a classroom and suggested a 15-student small class teaching when they have Native-English Teacher's class. The goal of a FLES program is to help children develop listening and speaking skills in English language, as well as proficiency in reading and writing the language, especially in the later primary grades (4-6). Children can develop some proficiency and also develop“basic language-learning skills" that will help them as they continue to study the language in secondary school (Haas, 1998, p.44). 

Top private school in China has two systems for English teaching, they add course standard context after Grade four because there is a unified examination at that grade. They have their own higher expectations than common public schools on English teaching. There are also two kinds of FLES programs in China private schools: content-based FLES or CLIL(content and language Integrated Learning ) FLES programs, content from other subjects from the school curriculum (mathematics, science studies) are taught in English. Top private schools in China count on both language and content. The both programs offer the opportunity for learners to develop academic language and thinking skills in a meaningful context (Crandall, 2012). These programs usually also provide more time for language learning. There are also two popular kinds of teaching methods corresponding the two programs. 

“ ...My son graduated from a top primary private school in Shenzhen. Now he is in G7 at a good middle school. We attend the public middle school and my son told me all the English knowledge he studied here had already learned in his primary period. I feel so relaxed and teachers there complicated the language points comparing as my primary school native teachers. He got an easy way to understand them. My son also told me that the English Chinese teacher has bad English accent and sometimes he didn’t understand and annoyed. It’s a best school for little kids to study in my son’s primary school. Most of the students who graduated from the school have good English proficiency and enter to the top public or private secondary school...”

                                        --------- From a parent in Shenzhen
Conclusion:

There are many factors affecting EYL program success. With the ethical English educational policy and various standard for English teachers. There are a few top private school in first-tier city in China. It needs time to implement the effective program to more and more schools. What’s more the lack of high-quality teachers also cause the lower standards from the standard table above. Appropriately trained teachers are necessary in China and more research and study in English teaching area  will also benefit. The early age advantage will also give Chinese more confidence in English learning.It is also important for all the parents to grab the sensitive period.
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