Interpreting the Bible from Contemporary Perspectives
Workshop on the Book of Ruth: Activity 1 


Book of Ruth: Chapters 1 and 2 



1. Who are the main characters that we are introduced to in these two chapters?










2. What are your first impressions of the main characters in these two chapters (who is the real focus of the narrative so far)?









	


4. Re-read Ruth 2: 1-2. The reader is told in Ruth 2:1 that Naomi has a “kinsman” on her husband’s side named Boaz, but Ruth is not aware of this. What is the significance of this for the rest of the story?
DEFINITION

“Kinsman” 

1. A blood relative, especially a male.
2. A relative by marriage.










































Interpreting the Bible from Contemporary Perspectives
Workshop on the Book of Ruth: Activity 2


Book of Ruth: Chapters 3 and 4

1. What role does Naomi have in Ruth 3:1-5?











	


2. We are told in Ruth 4: 9-10 (in accordance with the Levirate Law) that,
DEFINITION

“Levirate Law” 
The name of an ancient custom ordained by Moses, by which, when an Israelite died without issue, his surviving brother was required to marry the widow, so as to continue his brother's family through the son that might be born of that marriage (cf. Gen. 38:8; Deut. 25:5-10; Ruth 3; 4:10). 

“Boaz said to the elders and all the people, "Today you are witnesses that I have acquired from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon.  10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, to be my wife, to maintain the dead man's name on his inheritance,” To what extent do you think that this was Naomi’s plan all along? 











3. Read Ruth 4:13-17, who is the real focus of this passage and why? 










Interpreting the Bible from Contemporary Perspectives
Workshop on the Book of Ruth: Activity 3 



Design your own word board for the Book of Ruth. 
Think about which words to use and focus on.

You can use ideas from the example that I have given you but I also want you to think about:

· The characters of Naomi, Ruth and Boaz – what words come to mind when you think about their character?
· What (if any) gender roles are created in the text?
· Are there any stereotypes portrayed in the text?
· Which character has the most control in the narrative?
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Interpreting the Bible from Contemporary Perspectives
Workshop on the Book of Ruth: Activity 4



[bookmark: _GoBack]In what ways have the following artists captured the characters from the Book of Ruth.

You might like to discuss:

Which painting is your favourite and why?
Which character do you think is portrayed in the best way?
What gender roles are created in the paintings? 
What perspective of the Book of Ruth do you think the artists are taking? 




[image: ]


William Blake, Naomi entreating Ruth and Orpah to return to the land of Moab (1795). 
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Marc Chagall, Boaz Wakes up and sees Ruth at his Feet, 1960. 
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Simeon Solomon, Ruth, Naomi, and Obed, 1860
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