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Intending to become an academic researcher and teacher, I decided to choose the three most important skills that I must learn so that I can easily pursue my targeted professional goal. The reflective analysis of the three skills using Gibb’s Reflective Model is in the main discussion section in the next part (Bolton and Delderfield, 2018).
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Academic writing is the cornerstone of expressing any academic work in an acceptable manner to avid readers. Because academic researchers need to publish research findings in a way that is academically expressive and acceptable, I choose to pursue learning the skills of writing an academic report for research findings. Initially, I found that for a qualitative research paper and a quantitative research paper, two different approaches are used. I decided to learn both of them. Before learning this fact, I was following a haphazard format which had many faults (candy, 2019). For example, I did not cite the sources where I collected information for a research project. Moreover, research article publishers often stipulate the word limit for a paper. Therefore, associated with the writing skill is the necessity to edit and make the findings clearly articulated within the word limit. I had to overcome these challenges. After getting feedback from my teachers, I started working on each of the challenges. I studied a Research Methodology book on the structural format of academic research papers. Based on my learning, I tried to edit my ongoing project so that it could resemble the required format (Bailey, 2014). I then revisited my teachers to seek their feedback. This trial-and-error method has helped me discover my weaknesses and work further on them. The good thing was that my teachers were very helpful and they kept providing me clear instructions. Thus, I have been able to overcome some limitations. Still, there are more opportunities to improve my understanding of academic writing (Silvia, 2018). With this optimism in mind, I am planning to attend some workshops and seminars on the professional and personal development of academic writing skills.
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In the research world, paraphrasing is considered an essential skill that helps an academic researcher to express various previous works and current findings in words different from those used to inform similar phenomena. This is more associated with changing the sentence structure, performing the active-passive transformation of various statements, and restating the contents in the own words of the researcher (Na et al., 2017). There is a formal requirement that newly published research articles must conform to the maximum limit of plagiarism, i.e., the similarity index of the contents with various contents available on the internet. Initially, I was a little bit weak in this skill. But with practice, I kept improving. Although there were multiple revisions done in the same project to reduce the limit of the similarity index, in the end, I successfully reduced the index. The best moment was when I was commended for my efforts (Mallia, 2017)). This has significantly motivated me and given me the inspiration to seek out more opportunities to hone my skills. There is a lot to go. However, this trial-and-error method of improving myself is proving useful because I am constantly getting informed of my limitations and employing my sole focus on the vulnerable areas. What I found from this practice is that there is no alternative to keeping the context of the phenomenon at the centre, and performing changes to the sentence structure and wordings used (Shi et al., 2018). Also, there are some instances where the quoted statements from various individuals are directly used. In those cases, it is important to use the quotation pattern and indent the statement right to indicate that the statement has been directly excerpted from a source. In that case, the citation style varies from the general indirect citation format. My next plan is to engage myself in open discussion forums to receive insights into the real-life practice of experienced researchers.
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Finally, referencing skills are required the most to give clarity, validity and reliability to the claims made and information presented in a professional or academic paper. This is for the reconsideration of the information presented by knowledgeable individuals. Personally, I found references to be very interesting and scientific. For example, any formal referencing requires to give the full source information at the end of the research article, and a short citation within the text discussed (Hyland and Jiang, 2017). This saves time and space inside the contents because of the short citation method. Moreover, The detailed reference address at the end of the paper enables The reader to trace back to the source of the information. During my learning of the course on research methodology, I have been taught the Harvard referencing format, which is widely used in academic and professional areas for research and publishing (Flick, 2015). For example, I learnt quite easily that when there is a single or two authors, we use the citation mentioning the names of the single or double authors. But, when there are more than two authors, we mention the name of the single author and add "et al." to refer to the fact that there are other authors. Besides, I found it interesting that the referencing ordering slightly varies for journal articles, textbooks, conference papers, and online news media. I learnt to reference manually during this course. My next target is to use various software packages such as Mendeley Referencing to enhance my efficiency when I professionally start working as a teacher and researcher (Pandey and Pandey, 2021). When I used the reference skills I learned in my project paper, I was well-praised by my teacher which has inspired significant strength in me to pursue my career goal with increased confidence.
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Finally, I consider that reflecting on whatever I did and learnt centring around the three skills mentioned above, there is no end to continuous professional and personal development. Therefore, I am planning to engage in another research article writing project during my study so that I can discover more limitations and work on them before I finally get myself engaged professionally.
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