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Compare and Contrast Local Events and Major Sporting Events

The purpose of this essay is to compare and contrast two articles that the individual has chosen, which is the ‘The economic impact of local sport events: signiﬁcant, limited or otherwise? A case study of four swimming events.’ (Wilson, R 2006) and ‘The economic impact of major sports events: a review of ten events in the UK’ (Gratton, C et al 2006). This essay will identify the similarities and differences between the information that is presented between both articles, and how the themes may have an impact on the management of the industry sector; as both articles demonstrates the economic impacts towards different types of events. 
The first article that the individual will discuss is ‘The economic impact of local sport events: signiﬁcant, limited or otherwise? A case study of four swimming events.’ (Wilson, R 2006). The main key theme of this article is that the four swimming events took place during the summer season. It is very important for local events to take into consideration when the event should take place, in order to attract visitors, as Shone, A et al (2004) says that ‘there may be a number of other factors to consider, especially about the date or timing of the event.’ This demonstrates that it is crucial to get the date or timing of the event right, as for example, if an event is planned to take place, where children are in school and adults are in work, then this will result in the event being unsuccessful, as they would not generate revenue because they do not have the visitors coming to the event. This would have an negative economic impact on the city, as they do not have the visitors spending expenditure, resulting in no jobs being created for the community. Article one also provides information that the local community get together, by supporting each other by spending in local shopping centres, food and beverages and accommodations when events take place. 
The second article that the individual will discuss is ‘The economic impact of major sports events: a review of ten events in the UK’ (Gratton, C et al 2006). The main key theme of this article is that major events leave a legacy on the area, as tourists are travelling to these events, meaning that visitor spending will be increased, which results in the locals benefitting from the events infrastructure, as jobs are being created. Robinson, P et al (2010) says that ‘An successful event needs to be more than ‘operationally excellent. Events should always seek ways of contributing to the ‘big picture’. ‘This demonstrates major events need to ensure that they have the correct legacy, so that all spectators and individuals living within the area have a positive experience whilst the major event takes place. 
Firstly, the differences between article one and article two is that major sporting events generate more than local events, for example article one says that the event, City of Sheffield Designated Open Meet (COSDOM) generated £58,875, whereas article two states that World Snooker 2002 generated a significant amount of £2,265,092. This is because major sporting events are spectator driven, where as local events are more competitor driven. Article one states that 100% of the spectators were friends and family. With major sporting events being spectator driven rather than being competitor driven, this results in higher economic impact, meaning that major sporting events can project a new image and identity to a city. Bringing a new identity to a city creates an economic impact, as tourists are coming to the city to visit, staying longer to experience the city when the event has ended, which leads tourists spending their income within the city area. Spending their income on products and services such as accommodation, food and beverage, local shops, shopping, programmes and merchandise, as Torkildsen, G (2005) states that ‘Major sport events can generate a significant economic impact on the local economy and the sports industry can drive local and regional economic regeneration.’ This demonstrates that the local people can benefit from a major sporting event, as they are generating enough money for new facilities and infrastructure, which provides jobs and other opportunities. 
In addition, a difference between local and major sporting events is that major sporting events attract media coverage internationally, which means that more people are going to know about the major sporting event, as it is published across the globe, leading to attract tourists to come to visit. This will have a significant impact towards the economy, as Robinson, P et al (2011) states that ‘By their size and scale, major events can attract significant visitor numbers and media coverage, as well as generating considerable tourism revenue and economic benefits.’ This represents that major events are most likely to generate more than local events. This can be a positive impact towards the travel and tourism industry, as tourists will be using a range of products and services from the sector, such as transport, accommodation, food and beverage, ancillary services. 
In article one, it says that volunteers live around the local area where the swimming events take place and are associated with the swimming clubs. However, in article two, there is no information presented that volunteers are associated with major sporting events and are not associated with any activity clubs. Having volunteers participating in an event is absolute crucial, as Saudi, A et al (2016) states that  ‘Like the organizers, volunteers have become a priority in an event for it to be successful.’ This shows that volunteers within the events industry is very important, for the events to run smoothly and successfully, as volunteers are to help and make other individuals job roles easier and more effective to run.
The similarities with both articles is that they both discuss that all events bring visitors to stay over-night, which leads the visitors spending on other products and services, resulting in increased visitor spending. For example, in article one, they presented that the four swimming local events attracted visitors that also spent 42% of food and beverage, 25% of accommodation, 16% of shopping, as well as 10% of programmes and merchandise. Furthermore, in article two, they presented that the major sporting event European Short Course Swimming and World Indoor Cycling attracted visitors, those events made a significant impact, as 93% was spent on visiting expenditure. This has a major impact on the industry, as it gives all sectors the opportunities to generate more income, which can allow them to further improve facilities/infrastructure. Mackellar, J. (2014) states that ‘It is important therefore to encourage visitor expenditure in order to develop revenue streams and improve the event experience.’ This is very important for the travel and tourism, and the events industry, as encouraging visitor’s expenditure is benefitting the sector, as jobs are being provided, that cover all sector aspects. 
In conclusion, both articles have presented information regarding that all types of events have an economic impact, whether if it’s a local event or a major sporting event. The events industry massively relies on visitors coming to the events, in order for an event to be successful, generate revenue, as well as having a positive economic impact towards the city. 
Article one presents that the four swimming local events that took place during the summer months, benefitted the local community, as it was a way of getting people together, and supporting each other by spending in local shopping centres, food and beverages and accommodations. The four swimming local events is competitor driven, so this means that all the spectators were friends and family. 
Article two presents that the major sporting events theme is that these types of events attract the media, that becomes known internationally, which will attract a variety of visitors. This results in the event leaving a legacy on the area, as tourists travel to the destination, and locals benefit from the events infrastructure, as jobs are being created. This is how major sporting events generate more revenue.  
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