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Literature Review

The aim of a literature review is to show your reader that you have read, and have a good grasp of, the main published work concerning a particular topic or question in your field. This work may be in any format, including online sources.

It is important to note that your review should not be a description of what others have published, but should take the form of a critical discussion, showing insight and an awareness of differing arguments, theories and approaches. 

Your literature review should: 

· Compare and contrast different authors’ views on an issue
· Group authors who draw similar conclusions
· Criticise aspects of methodology
· Note areas in which authors are in disagreement
· Highlight exemplary studies
· Highlight gaps in research
· Show you’re your study relates to previous studies
· Show how your study relates to the literature in general
· Conclude by summarising what the literature says

(Caulley, 1992)

A good literature review, therefore, is critical of what has been written, identifies areas of controversy, raises questions and identifies areas that need further research. 
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