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During my previous submission I mentioned how aware I had become of the scope for innovation during the tasks carried out by operatives working on site (Dainty and Loosemore 2012 p.19). Since considering the innovation evident and talking to the operatives that my placement brings me into the most contact with, I have become aware that most of the operatives are sub-contractors and self-employed. 
In the middle or March during conversation with the groundwork contractors and other sub-contractors I became aware of their concerns regarding the effects of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and their ability to continue working at a two-metre social distancing safe distance (Gov.uk 2020). They also mentioned that if they could not maintain the safe social distancing space they could not work and would not then be earning money as they were self-employed. This situation has made me aware of the relationship between profitability the sub-contractors continuing to work and the safety of the sub-contractors being able to maintain the safe social distancing requirements during their time carrying out operations on site. 
Is there a “relationship between safety and profitability: myth or reality?” (Dainty and Loosemore 2012 p.131). In my own experience on site I consider there is a relationship, as sub-contractors operating on the site are making a decision to choose between payment for work carried out and personal safety, even though their intention is to maintain a safe working distance. This decision compromising the occupational health and safety (OHS) of all workers on site which through conversations I am aware is affecting the wellbeing of site operatives (Dainty and Loosemore 2012 p.130). Good OHS is normally considered against the background of reducing personal injuries and accidents through OHS management systems but the affects of the social distancing requirement and the need to maintain income is affecting sub-contractor’s wellbeing through increased stress (Dainty and Loosemore 2012 p.130). The situation of job insecurity, self-employment having  negative psychological, health and wellbeing effects on the self-employed construction operatives (Dainty and Loosemore 2012 p.138). Further, the individual sub-contractors reading of a particular social suggestion or regulatory requirement may be selective in their implementation of the social distancing requirements (Malloch, Cairns, Evans and O’Connor 2011 p.63).
The instillation of the new water main extension can be seen in appendix 1. The hydrant washout which is used to chemically test the quality of the water in the main extension can be seen in the photograph. This hydrant is a feature required in all new networks to allow sampling prior to commissioning of the main extension (Water.org.uk). The testing is carried out after flushing of the main extension so that the water is visibly clear. Then the main is disinfected with sufficient chlorine free water at a concentration of at least 20mg/L throughout the length of the main extension and left to stand for at least sixteen hours (Water.org.uk). The main was installed by operatives with a minimum certification of at least NVQ level 2 in Network Construction Operations (Water.org.uk). 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix 1
The washout hydrant and water main extension can be seen on the left adjacent to the road kerb. 
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