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Landscapes

In this assignment I will be talking about how people perceived nature and the landscape and how the different time periods had a different perspective and belief on the landscape; I will be talking about the different types of conservation designations and what each designation includes, briefly talking about a few of them, adding a little information about countryside code and the impacts outdoor activities have on the landscape. I will briefly talk about examples of what a natural, man-made and a mixture of both landscapes looks like. I will also be talking a little bit about the history of landscapes and how and when different areas of the landscape was discovered and the three aspects of landscape that needs to be focused. I will be talking about how biological, cultural and individual factors have affected the way we perceive the landscape and I will also be talking about the relationship between recreation and the landscape more specifically how taking part in recreational activities outside can be beneficial to mental, physical and emotional well-being. Lastly, I will be talking about my opinion on the landscape and how it is beneficial to me. 

Since the early 1970s the term nature religion has been used to denote religions that share a reverence for nature and consider it to be divine, sacred, or populated by spiritual beings. (Nature Religion | Encyclopedia.com, 2020). It is interesting to see how people perceived nature as a religious aspect rather then something that has been naturally made from mother nature. Pagans tend to view nature religions as pursuing decentralised social, economic, and religious communities as a path toward harmony with nature and intimate spiritual connections with a sacred world. (Nature Religion | Encyclopedia.com, 2020). During the Hellenistic age, that occurred in the eastern Mediterranean and Middle East between the death of Alexander the great in 323 BCE and the conquest of Egypt by Rome in 30 BCE (Hellenistic age | ancient Greek history, 2016).  People in the Hellenistic age believed that ancient Greek architecture appears to have been imposed on the existing landscape in a designed way which either completes or highlighted the latter. Studies suggest that the Greek landscape was constructed in the Hellenistic era (Filio, 2012). As the years have progressed there has been a variety of man made structures that have been developed, the Fly Geyer in the United States of America is a perfect example. It was found in the Nevada desert which was accidently created in 1964 as the result of a test drill for water (Thobde, 2020). See appendix A for an image of Fly Geyer. During the 18th century when the industrial revolution period began, rural, agrarian societies in Europe and America were transformed largely into industrialised, urban ones (Industrial Revolution, 2009). The adverse effects on the environment were usually seen to be localised and short-lived, and accepted as an inevitable cost of progress, to be dealt with only when there was a clear and immediate threat to life and livelihoods. People had more pressing priorities than concern about the environment (Working with our environment: an introduction, n.d.). during the Romanticism period in the 19th century MW Turner, a British oil painter, watercolourist, and printmaker. Visited a swiss countryside that sparked an artistic interest in nature, which materialized as an imaginative and untraditional approach to painting (Richman-Abdou, 2019). Romantic artists depicted nature to be not only beautiful, but powerful, unpredictable and destructive (Kehoe, n.d.). 


There are three different types of conservation designations which are nature conservation designations, landscape designations and natural heritage designations (Naturenet: Conservation Designations, n.d.). Nature designations include things such as sites of special scientific interest (SSSI). SSSI are the finest sites for wildlife and natural features in England, supporting many characteristics, rare and endangered species, habitats and natural features. There are over 4,000 SSSIs in England and are legally protected in England and Wales by the wildlife and countryside act 1981 (Sites of Special Scientific Interest (England), 2020). Landscape designations include things such as national parks and areas of outstanding natural beauty. (Haffey, 2010). An area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB’s) are designated on their account of their natural beauty and with the aim of conserving and enhancing it (van Heijgen, 2013) AONB’s are together with National Parks and Heritage Coasts collectively known as protected landscapes. In contrast to National Parks, AONBs are largely managed by local authority advisory committees (van Heijgen, 2013). Natural heritage designations identify areas of the countryside that are significant due to their wildlife and/or scenery, and which are important for natural conservation and enhancement (Landscape and outdoor access: Natural heritage designations - gov.scot, n.d.). Natural heritage designations include things such as the Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH). SNH is our lead advisory body on nature, wildlife management, and landscape management across Scotland. It promotes, cares for and improves Scotland’s natural assets and helps people to enjoy nature responsibly (Scottish Natural Heritage: factsheet - gov.scot, 2018). National parks and conservation reserves are subject to increasing level of recreation and tourist pressure. These produce environmental impacts associated with travel accommodation and recreational activities. Typical impact in park and reserve include soil erosion and compaction, damage to vegetation, disturbance to wildlife water pollution increased fire frequency, vandalism and noise (Buckley, 1991).

As you know protecting the landscape is important for preserving wildlife, plants and trees. So when the countryside code legislation began people became aware of what they were and were not allowed to do whilst visiting landscapes. The Countryside Code gives advice on how you can enjoy your visit to the countryside and also act responsibly to protect the countryside (The Countryside Code | nidirect, 2020).

An example of a natural artefact, man-made artefact and an artefact that is both. An example of natural artefact is the Dorset and east Devon Coast. A historical insight to the Dorset and East Devon coast, it has an outstanding combination of globally significant geological and geomorphological features. See more about geological and geomorphological features in appendix B. The property’s geology displays approximately 185 million years of the Earth’s history (Dorset and East Devon Coast, 2001). An example of a man-made artefact is Gorham’s cave complex. The steep limestone cliffs on the eastern side of the rock of Gibraltar contain four caves with archaeological and paleontological deposits that provide evidence of Neanderthal occupation over a span of more than 100,000 years (Gorham's Cave Complex, 2016). Neanderthals were skilled tool makers, as evidenced by excavated objects such as spears and flint hand axes. Neanderthals were proficient hunters, intelligent and able to communicate (Hendry, 2014). An artefact that was both natural and man-made was St Kilda, a volcanic archipelago, which has some of the highest cliffs in Europe, which have large colonies of rare and endangered species of birds, especially puffins and gannets (St Kilda, 2005).

There are 3 different factors that affect the way in which we perceive particular landscapes such as biological, cultural and individual factors. 
Biological factors - a human’s relationship to the perceived environment is comparable to the relationship of an animal to its habitat. Our ancestors - hunters and gatherers - needed to be able to hide from large predators. They also needed to be able to survey the landscape, in order to gather vegetables and hunt for prey (Jacobs, n.d.). people see the landscape as an area to live and survive off rather then something to go and visit and appreciate the views and beauty of it.
Cultural factors-  to some people nature appeared as a disorderly thread. Nature was an enemy of man. In the Middle Ages the ocean was regarded as the chaotic domain of the devil, abandoned by god, inhabited by sea monsters and ruled by chaos and death (Jacobs, n.d.). However, in different images of nature, a particular natural phenomenon can be given different meanings. The ocean for example, can be seen as primeval nature by people who have a particular image of nature. For people who have another image, the same ocean can be seen as space that provides leisure opportunities (Jacobs, n.d.). It just depends on perspective and the way you want to look at the world.
Individual factors- think of a garden, different people might appreciate the garden differently, dependent on their image, the garden can have special meanings for its owner and it can have a particular identity for people who visit it often. During the course of life, people give meaning to particular places and become attached to places (Jacobs, n.d.). moreover, people’s views of nature just depends on the connection they have with it. People value different landscapes for different reasons. Some landscapes are appreciated for their high aesthetic natural values. Other landscapes are appreciated for their unique or special character from the interaction of natural and human influences over time (Why are landscapes and features important? • Environment Guide, 2018). 
Knowing the history of the landscape is really important and useful because it allows you to have an insight of what it used to be like it also gives you the opportunity to learn about how or why the landscape has changed over time and why our past ancestors lived the way that they did. It is useful to try and reconstruct how the environment and social space were perceived by past societies (van Heijgen, 2013). There are three aspects of landscape that needs to be focused. The first is the natural environments of the past. The second is the human modes of production including technologies and ways of organizing production and the third is about perception, ideology, and value.  The natural environment consists of air, soil, water, plants and animals (Environment for Kids, 2020). This is what makes up our world. The Mode of Production is the unity of the productive forces and the relations of production (Glossary of Terms: Mo, n.d.). Productive forces covers a reality with a great diversity of factors and elements, including the division of labour and even certain elements of nature, including population growth (Productive forces, 1980). The relations of production is the social structures that regulate the relation between humans in the production of goods (Marx and Engels, 2002). Ideology is a set of opinions or beliefs a group or an individual has on the landscape (ideology - Dictionary Definition, 2020).
A landscape is defined as an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/ or human factors (Polman, de Blaeij, Reinhard and Slangen, 2010). There are three different types of landscapes mountain landscapes, flat landscapes and coastal landscapes (Marcos, n.d.). Recreation is defined as a pastime, diversion, exercise, or other resource affording relaxation and enjoyment (Definition of recreation | Dictionary.com, 2012). There are various, interrelated approaches to analyse the relation between landscape and recreation. Such as land evaluation, impact analysis, spatial behaviour analysis, and assessment of the scenic quality of the landscape or landscape evaluation (Van der Zee, 1990). Land evaluation is mainly the analysis of data about land containing soils, climate, vegetation and so forth, in terms of realistic alternatives for improving the use of the land (Land Evaluation - an overview | ScienceDirect Topics, 2017). Spatial analysis is a type of geographical analysis which seeks to explain patterns of human behaviour and its spatial expression in terms of mathematics and geometry (Research Guides: Geographic Information Systems/Science: Spatial Analysis & Modelling, 2005). Scenic quality is a measure of the intrinsic beauty of landform, water form, or vegetation in the landscape, as well as any visible human additions or alterations to the landscape (Scenic quality, n.d.). Due to the recreational benefits provided by a particular landscape, tourists are attracted to particular landscapes. Tourists visiting particular landscapes spend money in restaurants located in or close to National Ecological Network landscapes (Polman, de Blaeij, Reinhard and Slangen, 2010). Studies suggest landscapes are important for recreational firms because firms that directly depend on the landscape needs an area of land for activities to happen. These activities range from active, such as mountain biking, to passive such as environmentally-friendly lodging or painting, from consumptive such as fishing or hunting to non-consumptive such as walking or bird watching (Polman, de Blaeij, Reinhard and Slangen, 2010). Doing recreational activities whilst enjoying the landscape is very beneficial and makes the biggest difference in a person’s mental, physical and emotional well-being. Outdoor recreation touches on all those aspects of health and can enhance not only physical health but also emotional well-being (Godbey, 2009). Landscapes play an important economic role in directly supporting tourism and can strengthen local economies by attracting residents and investment to an area, as well as tourists. Rural landscapes support a range of activities such as farming, forestry and horticulture (Why are landscapes and features important? • Environment Guide, 2018). 
The landscape and nature to me is a very important part of my life, I rely on the landscape for exercise, I can go out for a walk into the forest or down the river or to the sea front. I can go outside and sit somewhere to help me relax and clear my mind, just by looking at the colours of the leaves or the plants, just by hearing the birds tweeting or the waves gently crashing against the sand, even by feeling the warmth of the sun and the light breeze on your skin. The natural environment is not just as we know, air, soil, water, plants and animals, it is so much more than that. I rely on the landscape to allow me to take part in outdoor activities, without the landscape myself and other people would not be able to learn about the outdoors and be able to experience the admirability of what the outdoors can give you. I love the fact that I can go out and kayak on the ocean and learn about the wildlife and explore the caves or climb up a rock face and take in the beauty of the world from a height. Another amazing thing about the landscape is it is free. You can go almost anywhere and there would be an area of land you can appreciate and enjoy. The landscape has a bigger impact on our lives then we expect. It is so important to respect our landscape and appreciate the beauty of it and realise how much positivity it brings to so many people. The landscape offers me relaxation, challenges, inspiration and a chance to experience natural and cultural heritage.
Word count: 2,411
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Appendix A
[image: Manmade Landforms - Fly Geyser]
(Thobde, 2020)
	
Appendix B
Geomorphology is the study of landforms, Landforms are produced by erosion or deposition, as rock and sediment is worn away by these earth-surface processes and transported and deposited to different localities (What is Geomorphology? | British Society for Geomorphology, 2020).
Geology is the science that studies the Earth’s physical structure and substances, the history of rocks, the processes that act on them and the most economical way to use the world’s resources (What can you do with a geology degree?, 2019).
[image: Davis's proposed landscape-development states. The morphology shown is not actually time-indicative. For example, A could be a gully system in soft sediment or a canyon such as the Royal Gorge in Colorado, which is millions of years old. The ridge-ravine topography of B would normally develop under humid conditions, but the river meandering on alluvium indicates a prior or extraneous non-humid aggrading mechanism. The riverine plain of C implies a complex history of planation and aggradation in a current fluvial mode.] 	

















(Process Geomorphology, n.d.)
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