Chapter 5 – Conclusion and Recommendations
5.0 Introduction
With the increasing popularity of e-Bikes and e-Scooters this research is particularly timely and relevant. With governments looking to drive more sustainable forms of transportation, cities are attempting to embrace the usage of the electric vehicles. This dissertation’s focus was to explore how the vehicles are being used in criminality, identifying what types of crimes are committed on them and the users of the vehicles. The dissertation had four objectives, which for reference are:
· [bookmark: _Hlk193707800]Objective 1: Identifying and focusing on the types of crimes that are committed on e-bikes and the individuals that use them, highlighting the trends and types of crimes committed on e-bikes.

· Objective 2: Analyse factors contributing to the use of e-bikes in crime, highlighting factors such as the ease of use, the speed the bikes can achieve, and how attractive the method of transport is to those involved in criminality.

· Objective 3: Examine how South Wales police force are adapting to this new trend of transport and their use in criminality and whether current laws and regulations are updated to address the issue.

· Objective 4: Seek out protentional solutions, such as offering recommendations on how to reduce the involvement e-bikes in criminal activities, identify safer use of e-bikes among the urban transport networks.


5.1 Main Findings
The findings of this dissertation indicated that e-Bikes and e-Scooters are increasingly being used in various forms of criminal activities, factors of why they are used have been discussed throughout this dissertation with the common theme being their ease of use, speed and accessibility. The lack of low regulation has created vulnerabilities that criminals are quick to take advantage of, despite some users being honest and genuine users of the greener form of transport. The main findings also state that the vehicles were being used predominantly in anti-social behaviour related crimes and had a large role to place in drug supply. Officers also provided a valuable insight into how South Wales Police is not fully equip to tackling the current crime trend.

5.2 Limitations
A key limitation of this dissertation was the limited availability of current academic based literature, as the use of electric vehicles has only recently gained widespread use, much of the relevant research is still in its infancy, this has restricted the ability to contextualise findings. Another limitation of this study was the reliance on police officers being the target audience, whilst serving police officers would be able to provide valuable and insightful experiences, it is important to understand and recognise the limitations this poses. By limiting the target audience to solely serving police officers it has not captured a broader perception from members of the public and can potentially stereotype those who use the vehicles.

5.3 Future and Further Research.
Further research is needed to fully understand the evolving relationship between the vehicles and crime. There is potential for more qualitative work, particularly with offender-focused studies, this would explore motivations and the decision-making process that underpins the use of the vehicles in crime. The lack of established framework means that future research can play a vital role in shaping this area of inquiry.

5.4 Conclusion 
This study has explored the evolving trend of e-Bikes and e-Scooters and their increasing use in crime and general anti-social behaviour, while marketed as a sustainable mode of transport the vehicles have also become implicated in criminal activity. The research has suggested that their speed, portability and accessibility make them an attractive option to offenders engaged in, thefts, drug distribution and anti-social behaviour.
Evaluating the impact of interventions such as registration, government backed schemes would assist policy makers with crafting effective responses and assist police with clearer guidance on how to tackle the issue surrounding the vehicles. As e-Bikes and e-Scooters continue to grow and evolve it is vital that police and government consider many aspects of the issue to ensure the benefits of the vehicles align with legal requirements, public safety and that their use in criminal activity is addressed.
