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Drawing on a particular example of your choice, discuss how communities may engage with their heritage.
When the Newport Ship was discovered on the banks of the river Usk during the building of a riverside theatre the people of Newport showed massive interest and were determined to put pressure on the authorities to find funds to excavate and save the ship. A petition was signed by ten thousand people to save the ship. For three weeks a twenty four hour vigil was held outside the site. Archaeological websites spread the news of the ship far and wide. This helped add specialist voices to the request that the ship be saved. After it was announced that the ship was being lifted, the local community formed ‘Friends of the Newport Ship’ for everyone who was keen to conserve, study and display the ship (Howell 2003: 176-7). Over forty people joined straight away and a local naval engineer, Simon Rutherford was named chairman (Western Mail 2002).
Local people were really keen to see this find and a viewing platform had to be set up so people could go and watch the excavation in progress. An open day was arranged and thousands of people showed up. The project leader of the ships excavation, Kate Hunter, secured support from the National Assembly and the Heritage Lottery fund of £800,000. However, she always said credit for saving the ship lay with the local community and the passion they showed (South Wales Echo 2010). A local business man, Charles Ferris, who is a spokesman for the ‘Save Our Ship Campaign said “Reassembled she’d look magnificent. There’s a wealth of information that she can teach mankind-this is a world treasure”. He also said that the artefacts found on the ship showed that Newport was an international trading centre five hundred years ago. A Newport City Council spokeswoman said that it was all very well calling for the ship to remain in Newport, but did the people of Newport want to pay for it. This person said “There’s all this talk of it being a national treasure, but if it’s so important it should be dealt with on a national level, not just dumped on Newport council’s doorstep (South Wales Echo, 15 Aug. 2002).
To raise the profile of trying to save the ship, local campaigners arranged a sail-past on the river Usk at 6pm on the 21st August 2002. They were also hoping the council would open the site for viewing on the same evening. The spokesman for the campaign, Charles Ferris said “The council says it’s impractical to have further open evenings which is an absolute tragedy because people are coming far and wide to see the ship”. A spokeswoman for Newport City Council said they had already arranged two open evenings but could not do another one so soon because it took a lot of planning and caused a lot of disruption to the contractors (South Wales Echo, August 21st 2002). Originally, Newport City Council thought they would be able to house the ship in the basement of the theatre they were building on the riverbank. This was never realistic because the building was not remotely large enough. Emma Louis from ‘Friends of the Newport Ship’ said that the ship could be worth millions in tourist revenue for Newport “Thousands of people turned up to see this ship in the ground and thousands more have been to see the ship’s timbers in tanks” (Western Mail September 7th 2002).
Worries over the future of the Newport Medieval Ship have been allayed. The lease on the unit where it is stored runs out in December. Because the Welsh Government have offered £20,000 a year for the next three years, Newport City Council say they are thinking over a proposal to store the ship in a commercial property. However, the proposal does not cover the aim of ‘Friends of the Newport ship’ to present the ship in a museum in the future. A report on this matter suggests that the ‘Friends of Newport Ship’ would form a charitable trust that would take responsibility. If a new lease can be worked out it would last for five years. Chairman of the group, Peter Hayward, said “I’m relieved that it’s now gone up to the political level of the council. They seem at long last to be doing something. The time provided by the proposal provides breathing space for conservation to be completed and for us to get a trust set up”. But he added “It doesn’t do anything for the long term. There’s nothing beyond that (proposal) unless the friends provide it. There’s certainly no long term commitment from the council but we weren’t expecting that”. Mr Hayward said the ship is “one of the most impressive and interesting maritime archaeological finds of recent decades. It’s of international importance as the sole survivor of the 15thc. A crucial period of European ship building”.
At the moment the timbers of the ship are in the process of being freeze dried in York. The timbers that have already been preserved need a building in Newport to store them. It is going to take at least another three years to freeze dry all the wood. It is preferential to lease a commercial property for storage, partly so that open days can continue as public access is a condition of the Welsh Government Grant (Western Mail September 26th 2014).
The day to day running of ‘Friends of the Newport Ship’ is performed by a committee that are elected at each Annual General Meeting. These elected members are also the Trustees of the charity. The last timbers that were in tanks of water went to York Archaeological Trust in September 2017. Many groups have visited the Newport Ship including schools, universities, scouts sea cadets and guides. Last year the Ship Centre had over two thousand visitors-which was fifteen per cent more than the previous year. This is only made possible by the many volunteers who run the centre. They are always looking for more volunteers. 
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