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356-323BC
Alexander the great: Born in Pella, the capital city of Macedonia in June of 356BC, Alexander III of Macedon, a.k.a Alexander the great, is said to have changed the ancient world in just over 10 years.[footnoteRef:1] (Anon. 2014) He was the son to Philip the II of Macedon and his wife Olympias, and was educated by the philosopher Aristotle.[footnoteRef:2] (Plutarch. 2005)  He inherited his kingdom after the assassination of his father, in 336BC.[footnoteRef:3] Justin. (2005) He died in 323BC in Babylon, although the cause of his death is still argued widely, the proposed causes of his passing are Malaria, Typhoid, Alcohol poisoning, or possibly being poisoned.[footnoteRef:4] (Workman, B.K. 2008) [1:  Anon. (2014)]  [2:  Plutarch. (2005)]  [3:  Justin. (2005)]  [4:  Workman, B.K. (2008)] 


337BC 
Battle of Chaeronea: In this conflict, Philip II of Macedon defeated the armies of the Athenians and Thebans in Chaeronea. Philip had attempted to get an alliance with the Boeotians, but failed, and decided to fight both city-states at once.[footnoteRef:5] (Crawford, M. Whitehead, D. 2017) The Macedonian victory led to the end of the independence of Greek city-states and marked the beginning of Alexander’s career.[footnoteRef:6] (Diodorus 16. 85.2) [5:  Crawford, M. Whitehead, D. (2017)]  [6:  Diodorus. 16.85.2] 


[bookmark: _Hlk513203362]337BC 
Marriage of Philip and Cleopatra: Philip II of Macedon married at least 7 times, and usually for political reasons, however it’s said that when he married Cleopatra Eurydice, a young Macedonian noblewoman and his last wife, it was for love.[footnoteRef:7] (Heckel, W. Yardley J. C. 2005) The wedding itself was chaotic, as during the ceremony, Attalus, Cleopatra’s uncle, made the remark that, as Cleopatra was fully Macedonian, there could finally be a legitimate heir to the throne, implying that Alexander was a bastard.[footnoteRef:8] (Plutarch. 2005). Philips’s 4th wife and Alexander’s mother was enraged by the wedding, despite Philip having always been polygamous, as if Cleopatra has a son with Philip, he would be the legitimate heir to the throne, not Alexander.[footnoteRef:9] (Plutarch. 2005). [7:  Heckel, W. Yardley J. C. (2005)]  [8:  Plutarch. (2005).]  [9:  Plutarch. (2005).] 


336BC 
Death of Philip II: Philip was murdered by a man called Pausanias of Orestis, a Macedonian Nobleman that no one could have suspected, at the wedding of his daughter Cleopatra to Alexander King of Epirus.[footnoteRef:10] (Lendering, J. 2017) There are theories that Pausanias may not have been working alone, and that both Alexander and Olympias were at least aware of the plot to murder Philip, if not actually involved. Although Pausanias was resentful of the king ignoring his plea for help from Attalus, who sexually abused him, it is thought that Olympias may have encouraged or possibly even bribed Pausanias to commit the murder.[footnoteRef:11] (Justin. (2005) [10:  Lendering, J. (2017)]  [11:  Justin. (2005)] 

335BC 
Sack of Thebes: This was a battle between the Greek city state of Thebes and the Macedonian army, led by Alexander the Great at the beginning of his Balkan campaign. Thebes had been under Macedonian control ever since the battle of Chaeronea, and when they revolted and refused to stop resisting the Macedonians, Alexander ordered the city destroyed to send a message.[footnoteRef:12] (Anon. 2013) This battle is said to have been the first indication of Alexanders ruthlessness, with over 30,000 Thebans captured and over 6,000 perished, butchered by their own relatives.[footnoteRef:13] (Diodorus. 2002) [12:  Anon. (2013)]  [13:  Diodorus. (2002)] 


334BC 
[bookmark: _Hlk514075617][bookmark: _Hlk514076489]Battle of Granicus: This was Alexander’s first opportunity to face the Persian empire, and the first battle of his Persian campaign.[footnoteRef:14] (Diodorus. 2014) However in this battle he did not face the Persian king Darius III, as he knew very little of Alexander, and believed his trusted adviser Memnon, and the local satraps could handle the young Macedonian king.[footnoteRef:15](Wasson. D, L. 2011) The battle was incredibly short, the Persians arrogance towards the Macedonians led to the fatal tactical errors that lost them the battle, such as positioning their lethal scythed chariots on the muddy river bank, rendering them useless.[footnoteRef:16] (Wasson. D, L. 2011) [14:  Diodorus. 2014)]  [15:  Wasson. D, L. (2011)]  [16:  Wasson. D, L. (2011)] 


333BC
Battle of Issus: This was Alexanders second battle against the Persian empire, but after the crushing defeat of Memnon and the satraps at the battle of Granicus, Darius decided to face the Macedonian leader himself.[footnoteRef:17](Maihafer, H. J. 2006) The battle was fought between Alexander and the Hellenic league, and Darius III of Persia, near the river Pinarus. The landscape of hills and the sea were perfect for alexander, as they negated the effectiveness of the Persians numerical superiority. [footnoteRef:18](Arrian, 2005) [17:  Maihafer, H. J. (2006).]  [18:  Arrian (2005)] 


332BC 
Visit to Shrine of Ammon: in February of 332 BC, Alexander decided to visit the oracle of Ammon, in the oasis Siwah in the Libyan desert. What Alexander asked and what he was told is unknown, but some sources reported that afterwards he began thinking of himself as the son of Ammon.[footnoteRef:19] (Lendering, J. 2016) It was said that the oracle of Ammon was truthful, and that Heracles and Perseus had consulted it, both of whom Alexander was descended from.[footnoteRef:20](Arrian. 2016)  [19:  Lendering, J. (2016)]  [20:  Arrian. (2016)] 


332BC
The Siege of Tyre: This was caused by Tyre’s refusal to allow Alexander into the city, to make a sacrifice to Heracles. The Tyrians saw his request as a ploy that would allow the Macedonians to occupy the city.[footnoteRef:21] (Grant. 2011) A siege began, but the walls surrounding Tyre were formidable, and thought to be impregnable. This led Alexander to use the siege machines and catapults made by his father, in order to break through the cities defences. The news of Tyre’s fall led to the end of the ‘impenetrable city-state’, as people lost confidence in the indestructability of their homes.[footnoteRef:22] (Diodorus. 1996) [21:  Grant. (2011)]  [22:  Diodorus. (1996)] 


332BC 
Siege of Gaza:  After three unsuccessful attempts, Alexander took the city of Gaza after re-employing the use of the siege engines used at the siege of Tyre. This success meant that Egypt was now open to Alexander and his army.[footnoteRef:23](Bernskoetter, J. 2015) The siege lasted between 2-3 months, and when finally, the Macedonians managed to breach the wall they stormed the city. Almost all the Gazans were enslaved, and Alexander began using Gaza as a fortress.[footnoteRef:24] (Arrian. 1854) [23:  Bernskoetter, J. (2015)]  [24:  Arrian. (1854)] 


331BC 
Battle of Gaugamela: Also called the Battle of Arbela, this was the final battle between Alexander and Darius. In an attempt to stop Alexander entering further into the Persian empire, Darius had a battle ground prepared on the plain of Gaugamela. He had the terrain levelled so his chariots could perform at optimum levels, and his army massively outnumbered Alexander’s, who only had around 50,000 infantry and cavalry combined.[footnoteRef:25] (Matthews, R. 2017) Parmenio, Alexanders trusted adviser and companion; suggested attacking by night, after having seen the Persian force before them. However, alexander replied the famed response “I will not steal my victory”.[footnoteRef:26] (Arrian. 1919) To defeat Darius at night, could cause the Persian king to attack again, whereas to defeat Darius in broad daylight and against such odds would be the only way that Darius would withdraw for good.[footnoteRef:27] (Plutarch. 1919) [25:  Matthews, R. (2017)]  [26:  Arrian. (1919)]  [27:  Plutarch. (1919)] 


330BC 
Sack of Persepolis: Persepolis was the capital city of the Achaemenid empire, but was raided and destroyed by Alexander and his army, as the Macedonian king was not yet the sole leader of Persia and did not want the Persians to retake it. The palace of Xerxes was especially badly damaged, as many of the Greek soldiers in Alexanders army were said to have wanted revenge for the destruction of Athens in 480BC.[footnoteRef:28](Lendering, J. 2017) After arriving, Alexander gave the city to his soldiers to plunder, excluding the royal palace. The palace was famed for its magnificence and splendour throughout the known world, and was condemned to the shame of complete destruction. It is said by some that when he returned several years later, he regretted his acts. [footnoteRef:29] (Diodorus. 2017) [28:  Lendering, J. (2017)]  [29:  Diodorus. (2017)] 



326BC 
Battle with Porus: Also known as the Battle of Hydaspes, this was the closest Alexander ever came to defeat, against King Porus of Paurava. They were both relatively evenly matched when it came to numbers, and whilst Alexander had more cavalry, Porus commanded around 200 war elephants.[footnoteRef:30] (Matthews, R. 2017) The river Hydaspes lay between Alexander and Porus, a formidable obstacle to cross, and which forced alexander to split his forces. This resulted in part of the army crossing almost 17 kilometres upstream, but it succeeded well in puzzling Porus.[footnoteRef:31](Arrian. 2005) [30:  Matthews, R. (2017)]  [31:  Arrian. (2005)] 


324BC 
Mutiny at Opis: By the Tigris river at Opis, Alexander chose to relieve a large portion of his more elderly Macedonian veterans, and replaced them with new recruits, known as the Epigoni, from Iranian satrapies.[footnoteRef:32] (Waldemar, H Yardley, J. C. 2005) The Macedonians who were staying became furious, and shouted Alexander down during an assembly. Infuriated, Alexander leapt down from the podium, and punished the ringleaders of the mutiny himself.[footnoteRef:33] (Diodorus. 2005) [32:  Waldemar, H Yardley, J. C. (2005)]  [33:  Diodorus. (2005)] 


323BC 
Death of Alexander: There are several things put down to be the cause of Alexanders death, including alcoholic liver disease, Malaria and Typhoid. After feeling ill at a feast with stomach pains and a fever, he then slowly deteriorated until he lost the ability to walk and talk, and eventually fell into a coma and died.[footnoteRef:34] (Plutarch. 2005) Whilst nothing can be proved at this point, there is a theory that perhaps Alexander’s mysterious death was actually due to poisoning, especially as at a banquet, this would be feasible to pull off. However, it has also been theorised that he may have been accidentally poisoned by unmixed wine, which would explain why it took 12 days for him to pass on.[footnoteRef:35](Anon. 2016) [34:  Plutarch. (2005)]  [35:  Anon. (2016)] 
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