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Using examples, evaluate contemporary media representation of Islam and Muslims in western contexts.

[bookmark: _Hlk8637950]The discourse of colonisation and the encounters between Islam and the West have led predominantly to an unfair and negative representation of Islam in the Western media[footnoteRef:1]. Cultural bias and mass media representation depict Muslims as mass-murders, fanatics and terrorists. This is a stereotypical view, which by means of that definition, seeks to place all those of the Islamic faith in the same fanatical camp[footnoteRef:2]. A recent academic enquiry by Mason et al found that the most common descriptors of Muslims in the press were terrorists, extremists, Islamists, suicide bomber, converts and militants[footnoteRef:3]. The most common adjectives used to describe Muslims included radical, fanatical, fundamentalist, extremist, militant, moderate and evil[footnoteRef:4]. [1:  Cheșcă, A. B. ‘The Approach of the Muslim "Other" in the Western Media’, EIRP Proceedings, 9, 2014, p299, ]  [2:  ibid, p.300
]  [3:  Moore, K., Mason, P. and Lewis, J. ‘Images of Islam in the UK: The Representation of British Muslims in the National Print News Media 2000-2008’, Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies, 2008, p.6]  [4:  ibid, p.17
] 

On 5th February 2019, The Express newspaper published an article citing a YouGov poll[footnoteRef:5] in which over a third of British people responded by demonstrating their belief that a fundamental clash of civilisations existed between Islamic and British traditional values[footnoteRef:6]. The Express online article contained news hooks that purported to be ‘related articles’ that included the potential financial ruin of hate preacher Anjem Choudhary, the Belgium prohibition of halal and kosher animal slaughter and UN Human Rights Committees condemnation of the French burka ban. The common theme noticeable from these related news items can be summed up as anything Islamic that appeared oppositional to traditional Western values, or a news story that covered extreme opinions.  [5:  Rogers de Wael, J. ‘Western/MENA attitudes to religion portray a lack of faith in common values’, International Philosophy and Religion, YouGov-Cambridge, 3rd February 2019.]  [6:  E Nellist, T. ‘Third of Britons believe fundamental clash between Islam and British values’, February 5th 2019, The Express Online.
] 

Arguably, the theme of an oppositional otherness through the application of stereotypical characteristics are employed by the media to compound negative opinions. An article in the Daily Mail (3rd May 2019) reported a speech given by Nigel Farage in the United States that described Oldham, England, as a community in which people were living parallel lines. An earlier enquiry into a 2001 arson attack concluded that white and Asian communities were void of meaningful interchanges and were indeed living parallel lives. Mr Farage’s speech identified a divided street with no assimilation in which ‘resentments build and grow’[footnoteRef:7]. The media article’s accompanying photographs of the two communities showed a sombre looking ‘Asian’ street full of litter with inhabitants wearing traditional Asian clothing, while conversely imaging the nearby white area through men playing cricket on a green. These images not only represented a division between the two communities, but added a negative dimension of Muslims being socially, economically and culturally inferior to their British neighbours. An Asian interviewee referred to a difficult and corrupting environment found in England and asserted his right to protect Islamic values by creating communities in Oldham modelled on those that were left behind in Bangladesh and Pakistan[footnoteRef:8]. [7:  Bracchi, P., The Daily Mail, ‘Ghetto Britain: After Nigel Farage claimed the streets of Oldham were 'split down the middle', troubling dispatch reveals how his dog whistle politics are being fuelled by a far more complex division’ 3rd May 2019. Mail Online]  [8:  Ibid
] 

Misdeeds conducted by Muslims or groups, whether or not they are based in the name of religion cannot be defended, however it is an unfair and generalised attitude[footnoteRef:9]. Replaced by an acknowledgement that an individual or group has acted outside of any civilised societal norms, all Muslims and Islam are often collectively portrayed as the problem that the West has to fight. Altheide opined that media communication relating to the ‘war on terror’ was ‘grounded in a discourse of fear’ and created an expectation of risk and danger[footnoteRef:10].  [9:  Cheșcă, p.300
]  [10:  Altheide, D. L. (2007) ‘The mass media and terrorism’, Discourse & Communication, 1(3), 287–308.  p.288] 

Justin Lewis asserted that despite an expected rise in the reporting of terrorist atrocities, there had been a continuing momentum in negative media coverage in relation to Islam and Muslims[footnoteRef:11]. Citing Edward Said’s representation of Muslims in a stereotypical way, Lewis explored whether Muslims were still viewed in that way[footnoteRef:12]. Said’s theme of Orientalism that potentially supported a Western agenda was also demonstrated by Lewis through a 2002 Evening Standard report asserting that credible intelligence linked Arabs connected to Iraqi intelligence, Palestinian extremists and Al-Qaeda being directly involved in the 1994 Oklahoma bombing. Such an assertion Lewis contended was ‘one of the most dramatic examples of Orientalism’ at a time when support was garnered for Western intervention in Iraq[footnoteRef:13]. [11:  Moore et al, p.9
]  [12:  L Lewis, J. and Moore, K. ‘Representations of British Muslims in the Media’, Virtual Centre online video presentation, Islam Centre UK, Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies, 2009, at 5min. 15sec]  [13:  Lewis online video presentation, at 5min.40sec
] 

A Guardian newspaper article by Diana Darke (9th May 2019) referred to a tolerant British 1960s Arab recruitment video aimed towards Muslims and questioned ‘What went so wrong?’. The historic newsreel exemplified the then immigrant Muslim community as an integrated part of British society, however Darke opined that political leaders before the ISIS declaration of its 2014 caliphate had presided over the hostile environment that British and immigrant Muslims currently experience. Darke concluded her article by suggesting that a concomitant political agenda was revealed the 1960s drive to improve Arab-British relations following the Suez crisis. Additionally, she argued that Prime Ministers Cameron and May both lacked an approach that engendered a multicultural and inclusive society, suggesting their position as nationalistic and hostile. Both historical and extant circumstances can be placed within Said’s politically motivated model of Orientalism. She added that it has been too easy to blame terrorism on the current hostility shown towards Muslims in Britain[footnoteRef:14]. [14:  Darke, D. ‘Britain used to ask Muslims to move here. What happened to us?’ 9th May 2019. The Guardian (online) ] 

The conflation of facts within news reports around Muslims and the wider extreme views portrayed within the media can also be shown. A news article that revealed Philadelphia Muslim children to have been singing songs in Arabic that refer to ‘chopping off heads’, defending Palestine and liberating the Al-Aqsa mosque were admitted by the Muslim American Society (MAS) to have been an ‘unintended mistake and an oversight’ with the person responsible for the event being dismissed[footnoteRef:15]. MAS published their account of the incident in which they admitted remorse and vowed to conduct an internal investigation, however the report referred to historical conflicts and published photographs of grieving victims of recent acts of violence. The facts relating to this media report appear to have been subsumed into an extant conflict but failed to account for the error that led to children’s singing of that song. A conflated and sensationalised report therefore linked Muslim children and an Islamic centre to both historic and current conflict, terrorism and death. [15:   Zilber, A,  ‘Disturbing video shows young Muslim children at a Philadelphia Islamic center singing about 'chopping off heads', martyrdom and 'defending Palestine with our bodies', 5th May 2019, Mail Online
] 

The portrayal of Islam and Muslims in the Western that the media seeks to demonstrate is an ideology that places itself in direct opposition to Western values. Any other reality that depicts the huge majority and diverse populations of Muslims who reside peacefully in the West is mostly forsaken for the hyped and misleading image that occurs within the media on a too frequent basis.



References

Altheide, D. L.,‘The mass media and terrorism’, Discourse & Communication, 1(3), 2007, 287–308. [Online]. Available at https://doi.org/10.1177/1750481307079207 [Last accessed 10th May 2019]

Bracchi, P., The Daily Mail, ‘Ghetto Britain: After Nigel Farage claimed the streets of Oldham were 'split down the middle', troubling dispatch reveals how his dog whistle politics are being fuelled by a far more complex division’ 3rd May 2019. Mail Online. Available at https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6990645/Ghetto-Britain-complex-division-Nigel-Farages-dog-whistle-politics.html [Last accessed 10th May 2019]

Cheșcă, A. B. ‘The Approach of the Muslim "Other" in the Western Media’, EIRP Proceedings, 9, 2014, pp. 299-304, [Online]. Available at  https://doaj.org/article/110af867619d40c195d3feaa8dcbbecf [Last accessed 10th May 2019]

Darke, D. ‘Britain used to ask Muslims to move here. What happened to us?’ 9th May 2019. The Guardian (online). Available at https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/may/09/britain-muslims-hostile-environment-arabic-videos [Last accessed 10th May 2019]

Lewis, J. and Moore, K. ‘Representations of British Muslims in the Media’, Virtual Centre online video presentation, Islam Centre UK, Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies, 2009, [Online]. Available at http://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/islamukcentre/virtual-centre/public-lectures/2009-public-lectures/kerry-moore-justin-lewis/ [Last accessed 10th May 2019]

Moore, K., Mason, P. and Lewis, J. ‘Images of Islam in the UK: The Representation of British Muslims in the National Print News Media 2000-2008’, Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies, 2008, [Online]. Available at https://orca.cf.ac.uk/53005/1/08channel4-dispatches.pdf [Last accessed 10th May 2019]

Nellist, T. ‘Third of Britons believe fundamental clash between Islam and British values’, February 5th 2019, The Express Online. Available at https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/1082480/yougov-poll-british-values-islam-values-fundamental-clash [Last accessed 10th May 2019]

Rogers de Wael, J. ‘Western/MENA attitudes to religion portray a lack of faith in common values’, International Philosophy and Religion, YouGov-Cambridge, 3rd February 2019, [Online]. Available at https://yougov.co.uk/topics/international/articles-reports/2019/02/03/westernmena-attitudes-religion-portray-lack-faith- [Last accessed 10th May 2019]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Zilber, A,  ‘Disturbing video shows young Muslim children at a Philadelphia Islamic center singing about 'chopping off heads', martyrdom and 'defending Palestine with our bodies', 5th May 2019, Mail Online. Available at https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6994509/Muslim-children-Philadelphia-school-sing-chopping-heads-army-Allah.html [Last accessed 10th May 2019]











2

