ECDE7020 Suggested Assignment Structure

Assessment Component 1: 20%

Written Assignment: 1500-word equivalent

Select an issue in education that you wish to explore and prepare a detailed research proposal (PG1) using the ECDE7020 Research Proposal Form that is provided on Moodle. Your proposal should include a review of the existing literature in the field and the identification of the gap that your study aims to address. In your proposal, formulate an appropriate number of research questions that can be answered using a specific data collection approach.
Please upload the ECDE7020 Research Proposal Form to Moodle.

	Section
	Suggested content
	Approximate word count

	Proposed Title 
	Include your main research question (or title) and sub-questions here.
	No specified wordcount

	Background & Context
	In this section you will need to:
· Place the research topic in its historical, cultural and social context.
· Explain why the research is significant and important.
e.g.
What is your research about?
Why have you chosen this topic? 
Why is it important (to you/to others)?
What does the published literature say about your topic?
Do authors agree or disagree?
Are there studies available that are similar to the study that you are proposing?
	500

	Aims and Objectives
	In this section, you will need to:
· Explain what you want to achieve through the research;
· Outline the aims and objectives of the research.

Is there a gap in the literature that you intend to fill?
	250 – 500

	Proposed Plan of Work
	Suggest a reasonable timeframe within which your research study could be carried out. 
This could be based on the assumption that your proposed study will be your research for module ECDE7021 in the summer term (April to September) OR your thesis research (over two years from November 2025).

Use or adapt the grid provided on the form to set out your proposed plan of work.
	No specified wordcount

	Proposed methodology
	In this section, you will need to explain how you will achieve your aims and objectives:

· Describe the method(s) you will use to carry out your research;
· Discuss your proposed sampling strategy/ies.
	500

	Introductory bibliography
	You should list a minimum of 20 titles that are relevant to your research. You should include all works cited in this form. The list should be alphabetical using the Harvard referencing system.
	



Remember to include the AI statement with your work.

Assessment Component 2 – 50%

Written Assignment: 3750 words


Drawing on relevant literature, identify a research area that you propose to investigate. Describe and critically evaluate the philosophical/theoretical framework within which your research sits, justifying why it is appropriate. Discuss and critically evaluate your preferred approach for this inquiry, focusing on one or more of your research questions. Present a plan for an appropriate data collection process and associated analysis of the data, reflecting on its strengths and limitations.
Remember that this is a suggested structure to give you an idea of possible content and word count – it is not compulsory. You may use the total wordcount of 3750 words (+/- 10%) in any way you wish, as long as you address the requirements of this assessment component, as shown above.

	Section
	Suggested content
	Suggested word count
+/- 10%

	Introduction 
	Briefly introduce your topic with reference to relevant literature. Introduce your research question(s) that you have chosen to focus on in this part of the assignment.
What is the aim of your study?
Briefly discuss the gap in the literature that you aim to fill by carrying out this study.
	200

	Chosen method
	What is/are your chosen method(s)?
· What is your chosen epistemology?
· What is your chosen ontology?
· How do these link to your chosen approach? - quantitative / qualitative / mixed-methods.

What are the strengths and limitations of your approach?
Refer to literature to support your decisions.

	800

	Research tool(s)
	What is/are the research tool(s) that you have selected?
What are the strengths and limitations of your approach?

Refer to literature to support your decisions.

	1200

	Sampling
	What is/are your sampling method(s)? 
Argue the case for its/their use, including the strengths and limitations of your approach.

Refer to literature where possible.

	500

	Ethics
	What are the ethical considerations that relate to your study?

Refer to academic literature and ethical guidance here.

	400

	Data analysis method(s)
	Which method(s) of data analysis have you chosen?
What are the strengths and limitations of your approach?

Refer to literature to support your decisions.

	600

	Conclusion
	Give a brief summary to conclude your essay.
	50

	Reference List
	Please list your sources in alphabetical order using the system shown in the UWTSD Harvard Referencing Guide. 
Do not use bullet points or numbering.
	




In this component, it is suggested that you use:
· 1.5 or 2 line spacing;
· 11 or 12 font size;
· Calibri, Times New Roman or other suitable font.

If you wish to include figures or tables, please label and refer to them accurately.

Remember to add the AI statement to your work. A copy is available at the end of this document.



Assessment Component 3 – 30%

Written Assignment: 2250-word equivalent


Consider the ethical implications of your identified research question, critically reflecting upon the ethical issues surrounding the research process.
Complete a full draft of the UWTSD Ethics Form (PG2) for your proposed research project.


Remember to include the AI statement with your work.


