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A Personal Learning Environment

Introduction
During this assignment I hope to represent my digital personal learning environment that illustrates my uses of digital technology on my undergraduate programme. I also hope to reflect on my own learning, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses.

PLE
PLE stands for personal learning environment. I learnt a lot about the true meaning through ‘week 3 of Learning and collaboration for global citizenship group forum’. According to a fellow student, ‘A PLE is a group of technological tools and web resources chosen by an individual to assist and enhance their learning activities.’ (Lewis)
After assessing Wellers PLE diagram, I discovered many new digital tools that I have yet to discover. My PLE diagram would be quite different due to the different tools I use and taking into consideration that I am an undergraduate student.
This is my PLE diagram. The diagram below is a visual representation of my digital personal learning environment.
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I use many different digital tools for different purposes. I believe technology has risen hugely in the last few years and there has now become a digital tool to do anything from learning a driving test to getting a degree on an online course.

Web 1.0 and 2.0
After some research I have discovered that web 2.0 definitely relates to my learning far more than web 1.0. I also believe that this web can contribute to collaborative learning. Web 1.0 is a lot more traditional e.g. a teacher in a class room. Whereas, web 2.0 is where everyone gives information for everyone to have e.g. YouTube. After research I learnt that Web 2.0 supports ‘text- based and computer-medated interaction’ this provides equal opportunities to individuals and permits participation in order to stop and reflect. ‘many to many communication’ which allows me to interact with virtually anyone. ‘time and place independent’ which allows individuals to access and contribute to content at any time. I do believe that these points can benefit an individual’s learning. (Web 2.0 and Emerging Learning Technologies/Learning Theory, n.d.) To conclude, I believe that web 2.0 tools such as social networks and tagging allows me to learn individual’s viewpoints, reflections and different ideas which allows me to contribute my thoughts and ideas to create collective online content. It also creates a more diverse environment. 

What exists in innovation of learning
I will be discussing digital learning and innovation and how it provides strategies to address digital learning opportunities. Chris Rieldel report suggests that children today ‘are teaching each other and they are learning from the web’, I agree with this statement fully. According to Casap “Learning doesn’t happen Monday through Friday, from this time to that time,” he said. “This generation of kids are growing up consistently learning all the time.” (Riedel, 2013) digital technology is being used for many aspects of learning, I have recently become more aware of apps.  I used the DVLA app to pass my driving theory test, as it provided the newest edition of digital questions and practice videos. Even the test its self was completed on a computer so it made sense to revise on a digital tool. Another tool that I have recently become aware of is the reference tool on word. I was struggling with my referencing until I found out about this tool, it helps to format and create citations and references easily and correctly.
In contrast, regarding digital technologies in universities there is that chance that students may become distracted. If students use laptops they may just use social media and not actually participating into the class discussion and learning. This could affect their working performance. I also believe that if there is easy access to online class topics such as on Moodle then less people will bother turning up to university classes. On the other hand, many may argue that laptops allow for additional research on topics discussed in class to be made and that access to see what will be taught in class can help those who are unable to attend class for genuine reason and will allow those individuals to avoid falling behind and feeling alienated by their group. In my opinion, I think ‘in person’ communication encourages good social skills and being able to communicate with people is essential in the working environment. Classes allow for people skills to strengthen and prepare us to be effective communicators, this is why I tend not to bring my laptop to class as I prefer to get involved in discussions as I would be distracted otherwise.

Myself on the technology spectrum
I use technology to search topics for assignments or topics that we study to gather knowledge on a topic. During leisure I use social media when looking at my hobbies and interests, for example Instagram where I watch many makeup tutorials. I enjoy technology uses in my learning as I am able to use many webs such as google or YouTube (view my PLE diagram) to find the best source to educate me on a specific topic. Topics which I find complicated, I use YouTube to find visual and casual videos explaining topics in simple form which are easy to understand.
Over the last 5 years I use the web a lot more than I used to. During college I began using the internet for its learning, research a revision purposes. 
I believe that I’m an optimist. I use technology constantly by just using my phone throughout the day and doing my work for class. Although I do believe it can be a disadvantage if overused. I find it fascinating that there are now uses for technology in all aspects of learning. For example, in university Moodle is a huge help which allows me to stay in touch with lecturers in order to seek help or to have a confidential conversation, talking to other students on forums to hear others opinions on topics. Calendars on Moodle allow me to see when assignments are due in a clear format, and it is much more convenient to just submit assignments online as I can continue with my outside life and submit my assignments without any interference. Having the access to tools such as ‘Word’ is helpful as the tool has many templates to assist with creating reports, essays, posters, leaflets and tools such as a site called ‘Mindmo’ to create my PLE diagram. I believe that the technology has more benefits than negatives regarding my learning.

Technology and the social effects for learning
Class students have created group chats on Facebook messenger which is excellent as I’m able to ask my friends for help before bother lecturers and I am able to see the help provided to others in the chat which may also benefit me. Although some may feel left out in chats like these. The university has a web page for the ‘social scene’ called ‘tap house 72’ this page is helpful especially to me as I am a first year and I’m trying to meet students and make friendships… the page notifies university students when events are taking place to encourage friendships and socialisation. ‘friendships are often an invaluable support system for learners, and they can also inspire competition which helps learners keep an edge.’ (Demotive, et al. , February 2014) I believe this is a challenge for the future with technology as it is clear that social aspects benefit learning. Due to advancing technology, I believe that in future online courses will develop even further and many won’t actually be physically attending universities, I also believe that this might even be available for children in school. I think that many individuals learning may suffer. 
Friendships definitely encourage and help my learning considerably. I attended Gorseinon college as a full-time student for two years and I thrived from the friendships that I gained, we helped each other, and worked to achieve. I enjoyed attending daily because my friendships made my learning experience fun therefore my attitude all together was positive. In university although the course is full time I am only in 1day and half a day and I don’t enjoy it as much as I find it difficult to connecting with class mates as I don’t see them often and many don’t attend which has made everything slightly more difficult for me especially my work as I don’t feel as motivated as I did in the past. I know many may not agree, but I would benefit so much more if the course consisted of more days and classes in university. Although individuals who struggle with social aspects or individuals that are being targeted due to bullying will benefit so much with technological resources to learn on because sometimes the social aspects of learning can be overwhelming for some. The internet now allows individuals to learn in their own comfortable places. ‘friendships that are disruptive can distract learners and undermine their confidence in their own abilities. What’s more, not all friendships provide support for learners: some can be directly undermining.’ (Demotive, et al. , February 2014)

Social changes since technology, relating to bullying in the learning environment
Bullying has become a major talking point. I have found some statistics about how common bullying has become in the average learning environment. 
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I believe that new technologies could hopefully either detect the bullies through the fact that most things said now on chats are stored in ‘history’ and are easily accessible for police. I hope that in the future my belief that online courses becoming more common can be an option for children to distance themselves from the bullies. Although, since I’m discussing bullying, its important to notice that bullying has grown since technology has grown. Bullying has always been common, although the way it’s being done has changed. Individuals have become more aware of bullying although I do believe technology makes it easier to bully. These days bullying takes place more behind the computer. For example, a meme. Memes are photos with writing on them usually they are funny and relatable although memes can also be used to bully an individual whilst having the power to go global in minutes if found entertaining by others. Imagine how the victim would feel in this situation. 
According to Areeb there have been many technology aspects that have made bullying a lot easier.‘ cyber bullying on social media, such as facebook or twitter, has become extremely common as it is quite easy for someone to slander another online rather than infront of them’, ‘the advancement of technology has also resulted in the use of hacking and easy access to others personal information… which has resulted in blackmail or the spreading of one’s personal information, causing extreme depression, stress, and pain for the one impacted’. (D, 2017) to conclude, technology is amazing although I believe it must be utilised in the correct way to have a positive impact especially on learning. If in the wrong hands, it will only impact learning negatively.

Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through completing this assignment, I have realised how much technology impacts my life and almost everyone’s. Technology has grown and continues to grow rapidly and supports each aspect of my life. my leisure, social and learning environment. Through creating my PLE diagram I noticed all of the devices I use on a daily basis without even realising.  Technology consists of many more positive than negative effects on my learning, although this assignment has taught me that not everyone has the same experience as mine with learning using technology, ‘In North America, around four thousand four hundred deaths caused by suicides occur each year and almost half of them are related to cyber bullying’. (How many suicides are due to bullying? , n.d.) I believe it is crucial to be aware of the negative impacts (bullying/suicide) in order to adjust technology in the future.
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