Chapter Five: Findings and Conclusion 
5:1 Introduction
This research project began with an introduction, setting out the initial research project and what the objectives were. The next part was a literature review, showing an understanding of research already carried out in this area, followed by the research method explaining the research strategy that was used which was a survey on google forms. The most recent chapter in this project was an analysis of the results obtained from the survey, showing what participants said and their opinion that overall substance misuse does have an impact on crime levels. 
This chapter will draw a conclusion to this research project and the overall question of ‘To what extent does drug and alcohol misuse contribute to criminal behaviour?’ It will also discuss limitations of this project and recommendations on what policies and procedures can be put in place to prevent this.
5:2 Achievement of Objectives 
The purpose behind this project was to explore the following objectives:
1. To identify the social, economic and psychological aspects that contribute to substance misuse. 
2. To critically examine the link between substance abuse and crime rates
3. Investigate how various types of substances can affect different categories of crime. 
4. To explore current policies and initiatives aimed at lowering substance abuse and crime rates and supporting individuals who struggle with substance misuse.
Following on from the literature review, it became apparent that there was a substantial amount of published research into what types of substances can affect different crimes, but there was limited research into the extent substance misuse can have on criminal behaviour and if the support offered to individuals struggling does help. 
The above objectives were achieved by the use of quantitative research by a survey on google forms which showed similarities to the literature review. 
5:3 Findings 
This research aimed to identify to what extent does drug and alcohol misuse contribute to criminal behaviour and offences. Based on a quantitative and qualitive analysis of research methods, it can be concluded that substance misuse contributes to criminal behaviour to a large extent and identified areas of improvement where more support is required to help those struggling with substance misuse. 
In answer to the overall research question, over 80% of survey participates whose current role is a police officer, stated that drug and alcohol misuse contribute to criminal behaviour to a ‘large’ or ‘very large extent.’ The survey highlights that police officers encounter individuals whose offending behaviour appears linked to substance misuse ‘very frequently’ and so therefore closes the gap in research, showing substance misuse does influence crime. This is demonstrated by the fact that police officers consistently encounter individuals under the influence and have a strong belief that their substance misuse largely influences their criminal behaviour. 
Social, economic and psychological factors that can affect substance misuse was explored, with both the literature review (Bennett et al, 2008) and the survey highlighting that individuals can be easily influenced by their peers to turn to drugs and alcohol and then as a result are pressured into committing crime for financial gain to fund their addictions. 
It was also investigated how various types of substances can influence different levels of crime, with the survey highlighting that both drugs and alcohol are most linked with violent and domestic crime. It demonstrated that 10 participants believe drug misuse is most linked with theft and burglary offences due to the steal to fund their addictions. 
Finally, current policies and initiatives aimed at lowering substance abuse and crime rates were explored within this research, along with what support is offered to individuals struggling with substance misuse. 73% of survey participants agreed that partner agency support was ‘effective’ however highlighted the low engagement from individuals struggling with substance misuse being the main barrier as to why partner agencies are struggling to have a positive impact. This links with the literature review because whilst diversion schemes and opioid substitution therapy can be effective (Disley et al, 2011), individuals need to want to change for the policies and initiatives to be effective. 
5:4 Limitations of the research
As with most research, some limitations were identified within this research, which impacted the outcome of this project. Firstly, the dissertation was limited to a work count, and it’s felt that if this was higher, more research would have been able to be undertaken within this project. Similarly to this, due to the time restraints such as work and other commitments of both the researcher and participants of the survey, there was a limitation into how much research could be undertaken. Additional information could have been gathered if participants were interviewed rather than just asked survey questions, however this was not achievable due to the time restraints.
Furthermore, some bias can be found within my survey due to 16 of the overall participants being partner agency workers. Therefore, when asked questions such as ‘how effective do you believe partner agencies are in addressing substance-misuse related crime,’ the partner agency workers were more likely to provide answers demonstrating that their work is positive. Nevertheless, the results do show that the partner agency participants all answered ‘effective’ to this question, rather than ‘very effective.’ 









Chapter Six: Recommendations
Following on from this research project, there are a few recommendations that can be considered to assist in dealing with drug and alcohol misuse and its effect on crime in the future, along with further research that can be undertaken. 
6:1 Partnership working
It was identified throughout this research that partner agency work was only effective with individuals who want to engage and realise they require support in battling their addictions, leading them to commit crimes. Based on the conclusions drawn within this research, practitioners should consider speaking to individuals struggling with substance misuse before offering to provide any support and highlight positive impacts their support can offer. 
6:2 Support from police offices
Throughout this research project, it was consistently shown that police officers encounter individuals struggling with substance misuse daily, mainly when they have committed a crime. During the survey, respondents suggested that one of the reasons why partner agency work isn’t as effective is because individuals can easily obtain drugs from the street. This poses the recommendation that police officers should conduct more regular patrols in order to help tackle drug crime. There is also a need for officers to understand what partner agency support can actually assist with when considering substance misuse and crime, in order for them to signpost individuals in the right direction and ultimately assist them in getting support. 
6:3 Recommendations for future research 
To better understand the implications of these results, future studies could broaden the research aims of the survey and ask participants further questions to gain a deeper understanding of their opinions. It could also be considered to do two separate surveys, asking similar but different questions to both police officers and partner agency workers. Furthermore, individuals who have overcome substance addictions could be asked to complete the survey to help the researcher fully understand the effects of substance misuse. 




