I am Proud I Learned to Work on PowerPoint and Academic Speaking and Writing
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Reflecting on the previous academic year, one of the most significant changes I underwent was gaining expertise in three professional skills: designing PowerPoint presentations, public speaking as a student, and writing as a student. All these skills started as something to worry about and keep me in a state of doubt, but they have now become some of my matters of confidence and personal stake. This essay utilizes the Gibbs Reflective Cycle model to explain how I developed these skills, how setbacks facilitated my learning, and how I have advanced not only educationally but also personally during this process.
[bookmark: _Toc202830713]Description
My initial introduction to professional presentation devices was through a group project activity in the second semester, where we used Microsoft PowerPoint to aid our oral argument with a visual medium. At the same time, the course required individual oral presentations and the submission of essays by the academic pattern. At first, it all seemed overwhelming. I was not very well-acquainted with the academic format and did not feel confident about giving oral presentations. The procedure pushed me to think and work outside my comfort zone, learn technical skills, and develop both verbal and written skills simultaneously.
The first time I gave a timed, visual presentation, it was indeed a messy PowerPoint with much text that I plowed through, was told to speed up, and delivered an essay full of structural and grammatical discrepancies. The feedback was frank and unpleasant, and it soon became apparent that the academic effort would entail more than a superficial investment.
[bookmark: _Toc202830714]Feelings
At the beginning of the experience, I felt frustrated and Intimidated. PowerPoint facilities, including timeline animation, master slides, and graphic placement, were intimidating to me initially. I was shy about addressing fellow students, especially during academic presentations when I was required to argue a point using clear language and sounding authoritative. Underwriting, my most significant area of concern, involved interpreting briefs and developing arguments that met the academic requirements.
However, with the positive comments I have received, my attitude has changed. I stopped regarding errors as a loss but instead, I took them as a diagnostic aid. Every time I made changes to my PowerPoint, practiced my voice, and edited my essays, I felt more in control of my learning. At the halfway point of the term, lectures and any assignments involving writing stopped being a nightmare for me. Instead, I began to look forward to them as opportunities to demonstrate my enhanced competence and creativity.
[bookmark: _Toc202830715]Evaluation
The turning point in my development was the case that followed after studying multimedia theories on learning. Ji (2025) have emphasized the importance of clean visuals, reduced cognitive load, and clickable interactions as key factors in enhancing audience interaction. I started to be more in control of white space and to put only the necessary points on each slide, motivated by this goal. Lu and Hanim (2024) also emphasized the issues of stimulating learner attention through interactive visual design. My first step was to include infographics and symbols instead of text-intensive bullets, which was also in line with Li (2024), who recommended the use of collaborative visual design with AI. All these changes helped make my slides more attractive and visually appealing.
In terms of speaking, I realized that my earlier habit of reading slides verbatim had decreased my effectiveness as a speaker. Jurene (2022) mentioned the impact of posture and eye contact as physical performance tools on audience perception. I was trained on how to speak with as little script as possible, with the help of slides. Such approaches to communication in the age of digitalization, such as vocal pacing and synchronized gestures described by Xia and Hafner (2022), were intentionally focused on prior to speaking in front of the students. After some time, I realized that his audience was listening to me with more interest, and the feedback had changed, showing that there were more improvements in the areas of clarity and connection.
I still struggled with writing. Compared to earlier submissions, my paragraphs lacked topic sentences and transitions. As evidenced by Nenotek, Tlonaen, and Manubulu (2022), university students often struggle with clarification, grammar, and structure, which aligns with my own experience. My first step was to draw up detailed outlines and then write down my ideas, which corresponded to the advice in Roedema  (2022) regarding the importance of being reflective in communication practices. This enhanced the rationality of my essays. I should also start editing in stages; the first stage was to edit content, then grammar, and lastly, style. I would say that most frequent problems were eliminated this way.
[bookmark: _Toc202830716]Analysis
My whole predicament was pegged on the lack of fundamental exposure. These formats were new to me at university, and unlike some of my peers, I had not had experience with PowerPoint or academic writing in secondary school. This imbalance brought early performance differences. However, when used in a considered manner, the use of digital teaching tools can overcome such differences Zhao, Peng, and Wu, (2024). As soon as I began working on online tutorials and peer examples, I realized how fast my abilities were increasing.
Regarding PowerPoint, the principles of multimedia introduced by Mayer helped me change the way I design slides. Creativity (2023) stated that an educational revolution also takes place when a learner graduates to become a creative content creator. I was in line with this pedagogical change because I could design slides that were easier to discuss as opposed to showing full arguments. Additionally, Li  (2024) noted that collaborative creation tools not only enhance the product but also increase the digital fluency of the user. This was particularly evident in group projects, as my slides often influenced the flow of discussion.
Improving speaking was mainly attributed to self-observation and systematic drilling. Osterholt (2021) emphasized that rehearsal, vocal modulation, and memorization are among the techniques of creative performance that enable achieving excellent results in public speaking. These techniques have helped me control my pace and emotions when speaking. Additionally, formal and peer feedback channels provided me with the opportunity to improve my presentation continually.
The sphere in which critical thinking was found to have a significant influence was academic writing. Firstly, my essays were not analytical as they were descriptive. Roedema  (2022) spoke about the fact that reflective writing lies somewhere between the analyses and the subjective understanding of it. The skills I learned, including how not to quote everything, weighing facts, and summarizing opinions, helped me become a more scholarly writer. The more I added feedback, the more conscious I became of the development of topics, unity of paragraphs, and signposting, which skills helped me boost my grades dramatically.
[bookmark: _Toc202830717]Conclusion
In conclusion, through the process of learning PowerPoint, academic speaking, and academic writing, I underwent measurable changes in learning, performance, and reflection, despite the difficulties and pains, ultimately achieving success. I am now well-equipped with objectivity in structuring presentations, presenting them, and writing with an academic touch. The skills are no longer strange and terrifying; they have become an integral part of my expression and interaction with academic material. What is more important, this experience has developed a sense of self-efficacy. I acquired planning, critical thinking, and iterative habits that will follow me outside the university.
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In the future, I would like to continue developing and refining those skills. The advanced or complex features that I will check in PowerPoint include linked charts, custom animations, and collaborative cloud editing. This is consistent with the trend that follows the recommendations of Ji  (2025) and Zhao (2024), who advocate for integrating technology into the design of communication. I will also take non-compulsory digital literacy training to improve my fluency in visual communication. Within academic speaking, I will participate in forums and conduct class discussions to continue practicing my fluency and confidence. I will continue to utilize the plans proposed by Jurene (2022) and Xia and Hafner (2022) for connecting with the audience. I plan to start running sessions and moderating group conversations more actively, both online and in real-life settings as part of my continued personal and academic development. Regarding academic writing, I would like to transition to research papers and peer-reviewed journals. My homework will be the practices advised by Nenotek  (2022) on the topic of cohesion in paragraphs and Roedema (2022) on reflective framing. To be flexible across disciplines, I intend to assemble a writing portfolio that features texts of various styles, including argumentative, analytical, and reflective. First and foremost, I will adopt a mindset of growth, rather than proficiency, as a goal, but rather a process. I feel good about how far I have come, and I am equally committed to the prospects of more improvement.
	Target to be Achieved
	Action Steps to Complete to Achieve Target
	Potential Difficulties
	Resources
	Deadline
	Achieved
	Comments

	Improve PowerPoint skills
	Learn custom animations, linked charts, and cloud collaboration tools; take digital literacy courses
	Difficulty mastering advanced features
	Online tutorials, Microsoft support, extra training sessions
	End of semester
	· 
	Focus on visual simplicity and interactivity

	Enhance academic speaking
	Participate in class discussions, run/moderate sessions, follow speaking techniques (e.g., eye contact, vocal pacing)
	Nervousness in live discussion, managing large groups
	Public speaking workshops, peer feedback
	Ongoing – weekly practice
	· 
	Track progress via self-recording and feedback

	Strengthen academic writing
	Practice writing research papers and reflective pieces; build a writing portfolio with multiple styles
	Structuring arguments across different genres
	Academic writing guides, feedback from instructors
	Mid next semester
	· 
	Target one writing style per month to improve versatility




