Self-reflection on Welsh language development

Personal development
Before beginning my PGCE course, I had no competence within the Welsh language. I was dis-applied from Welsh lessons as early as my time in primary school due to being profoundly deaf with a cochlear implant, which meant more attention to other lessons was needed. I had some basic knowledge – mostly from road signs or general, everyday terminology. Otherwise, I could not converse through Welsh at all.

During my time on the course, I was able to attend Welsh lessons and begin to develop a basic understanding of the language and other relevant things, such as origins of words. I found that ‘starting from square one’ worked for me and I was able to quickly build up my knowledge of Welsh.

The University team encouraged us to download apps like Duolingo, so I found myself practising my language skills on there everyday. I also found myself replacing terms I would normally say in English to Welsh terms. For instance, rather than saying ‘thank you’, I would always say ‘diolch’.

Professional development
This development from University-based Welsh lessons and language applications such as Duolingo enabled me to develop my confidence in using incidental Welsh during my professional teaching experience. Halfway through my PTE1, my mentor had graded my Welsh development as ‘on track’.

Within the second half of my professional teaching experience, my mentor wanted me to build my confidence further and set me two phrases which I was expected to use in all lessons, then after each week I would be expected to set another phrase. However, my Welsh was already at the standard where I could set myself nine phrases in Week One. The following week saw an additional four phrases being added on. The third week saw an additional two phrases.

Although my level of Welsh has not developed to the point where I am able to speak fluently, I believe that there has been rapid progression in my ability to converse through Welsh. 

Areas for improvement
There is a need for greater confidence and knowledge in conversing in Welsh. I plan to continue using apps like Duolingo and conversing with others who can speak Welsh so that I can build up my experience of speaking the language. I should continue to set myself more phrases each week, so that I can make incidental Welsh more of a habit.
