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Reflective Essay

Engagement in the community is crucial for community development as well as for sustaining citizens' health and well-being, fulfilling educational objectives, and fostering a sense of togetherness. In addition to highlighting the needs, goals, and aspirations of its members, the three pillars of community involvement—trust, communication, and cooperation—also emphasize their interdependence. Effective engagement strategies can be used to improve service delivery, facilitate effective decision-making, and foster community trust. The research, planning, and implementation phases of a project or program, as well as any activity intended to address regional issues or offer answers, can all be times when engagement takes place. According to Watson, (2007) The promotion of knowledge transformation in work-integrated learning requires reflective activities. Reflection helps students grow personally by promoting their self-awareness, sense of belonging to a community, appreciation for civic engagement, and awareness of their own strengths. In addition to all of this, the community gains the most from the programs for community participation. This reflective essay will give a summary on a project that was launched in Poth Cressa, Hugh town in St Mary's. the main of the project was designing a playground for the local community. The main model of reflection applied is the Gibbs reflective cycle (Febriani et al., 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_WNN7k01g][bookmark: _Int_Wy4ktHTN][bookmark: _Int_Ws8x5Azq][bookmark: _Int_yEYtKGjO][bookmark: _Int_zFbPfjKI]Organized and fulfilled by Edens project, the project which was named “Play Scilly” is situated south of Hugh town. The community is home to a popular beach that receives regular visits from both local and tourists. Eden began its involvement way back in 2010 where the environmental charity project joined hands with the children's centre and the youth service to offer adventurous activities in the community. Eden was tasked with the job of carrying out engagement with the children in the designing process of the playground. This was a good example of needs-based approach. The resulting playground would cater for older children in primary age but as well as have potential for the teenagers. Since the children services had already handled the quality management project of the teenagers, the role of Eden remained to bring in a new crop of fun to the consultations with the primary aged children. This saw the setup of focus groups that were planned to run for two days. Day one saw a sample of children being taken to the beach and asked to create characters from pebbles. Children are normally more comfortable in expressing their thoughts through inanimate objects and this was a great idea to filter their thoughts. As a result, the activity fostered creativity among the children as well as gave them a sense of belonging as they used materials that were locally available thereby giving them a sense of belonging. The children were later asked to identify and name their favourite spot to play in the playground site. All this was recorded and used in the designing process. Opinions form parents and adults who happened to pass by were also taken. The children that missed out on the activities on the first day were encouraged to mould and name small creatures from the readily available clay. This was aimed at giving the children a sense of belonging and relation the ir plying and living spaces. Using the TV reporter narrative, all these activities were recorded and used in the designing of the playground. Children's interactions with others and the larger community aid in their cognitive, social, and physical development. The backyard, the playground, the school, and the home are all places where this community can be found. Children benefit eventually from participation in and engagement with the community. It gives kids a sense of belonging and aids in their identity development. Children receive a significant message through community involvement. It declares your significance. You are cherished. You belong. And it is a message that has the potential to inspire every child on the planet. "Play Scilly" project covered all the principles associated with community engagement from careful planning to inclusivity and sustained engagement and participatory culture. all these played a contributory role in making the project a success.
[bookmark: _Int_mmMjjw7P][bookmark: _Int_UwaJLj7O][bookmark: _Int_gD2BZBpk][bookmark: _Int_TdxXYwMA]Throughout my short life, I have always wondered how it would be and what it would feel like to be part of a community project. I am a firm believer of giving back to the community and acts of kindness. The world has its way of repaying charitable deeds (Melton, 2020). I can now proudly say that after being part of a successful community engagement programme, the experience is worthwhile. All the ups and down you go through during the project are worth the satisfaction that comes upon the completion of the project, seeing the smiles upon those faces of the happy children, makes it all worth the fight. The way Play Scilly as a project involved the children in the decision-making process was an impressive take away on my side as this demonstrated the principle of inclusion and demographic diversity. All members of the community regardless of their ages, culture, genders are all important in determining what matters to them and what is best for their development. The whole project gave me a severe case of nostalgia as all my childhood memories came flashing in my mind. I was in a happy place. Seeing the culture still being practiced and efforts being put into place to uphold it was impressive (Hart, 2013).
[bookmark: _Int_MkSOgbzk][bookmark: _Int_askqyau7]Basing on the theory of symbolic interactionism, which states that people respond to many parts of their environment depending on the subjective meanings they give them, I think the organizers of the Play Scilly project were very sporty in putting this theory into practice when they involved the children ion the consultation processes of designing their own playground (Blumer, 1986). Examples of such meanings include meanings that are created and changed through social interaction involving symbolic communication with other people. The children were involved in the process where they were asked to create a name creatures and characters from pebbles and clay which would be used in interviews. People generate common and symbolic meanings because of their ongoing interactions with social groups acting as actors. Symbolic interactionism is important because it does not discount the uniqueness of things because it focuses on how specific meanings are adopted and interpreted through social activity. Symbolic interaction has the advantage that, in contrast to other social theories, it focuses on interpersonal relationships and individual acts rather than attempting to represent a single society. The community was happy with the project as so were the children. I can conclude that the project was planned and anticipated for in a professional manner that helped in the successful completion. The impact is still felt today as the isles of Scilly are famous for having playgrounds and are the go-to vacation spot for families looking for fun time with their children (Rock, 2016).
[bookmark: _Int_VQDgcXVT][bookmark: _Int_9OyMWhHq]Looking at the entire process from the planning to the completion, the projected had a smart smooth running mainly because it was well organized and guided by the core principles of community engagement. The planning was spot on and formed the anchor for the rest of the project. There was inclusivity where all ages were consulted in the designing stage. It is wonderful to be a part of a community as it develops since these interactions and activities eventually result in lifelong connections. In the child's everyday life, these connections must be gradually and persistently developed. It can take time to establish relationships based on trust. It also exhibited collaboration and shred purpose. The project was conducted in an open manner showing transparency and building trust. Participatory culture was encouraged through the fun activities with the children (Madeira et al., 2013). The reporter recorded interviews with the inanimate creations of the children and the interviews were presented to the design board for choosing and incorporation. I feel like the project managers could and should have added more activities to engage the community to get an even better result but overall, everything worked fine, and credits are due to the managers for a well-orchestrated event. The Play Scilly project is a testimony that if we put in a lot of effort and are passionate about helping our children here at home, we can create the foundation for a better future for them. Children are provided with the opportunity to grow through their community and achieve greatness and happiness.
[bookmark: _Int_qmFRm6l5]This programme has taught me a lot of things. Among them is the value of inclusivity and demographic diversity in community involvement. I have learnt that the balance of perspectives and viewpoints in about any setting of the society will be improved by diversity and inclusion (Hoelzer and Kass 2015). Different viewpoints will be accepted in a balanced world, which will lessen prejudice against difference. The average level of cultural competence in the society can also be enhanced by a world that is balanced. How the project managers included the children goes a long way to explain this. The children were able to experience self-worth through being able to feel proud of themselves and their community. Once they witness the acceptance and understanding of adults, children learn to accept themselves (Blumer, 1986). This encouraging feedback has an impact on their actions and can result in a lifetime of happiness and mental resilience. Through the project have also realized the value of playground for a community. On the playgrounds in their neighbourhoods, kids can hone vital skills like social, emotional, cognitive, and physical development. Children constantly develop social skills through play, including making new friends, sharing, taking turns, and interacting with other children. This helps the community to create a safe space for gatherings, provide a connection space as well as encouraging activity in children (Miller et al., 2012).
[bookmark: _Int_h94LMoGd][bookmark: _Int_k68SY6Zy][bookmark: _Int_saRRTu5B]After this successful project, I have to say that I have developed a passion for community service now. I feel like I need to work and participate more in community projects as I strive to give back more to the community. I plan to enrol in short courses that teach all there is to know in community engagement. I passionately believe that civic technology has great promise, and that digital tools can help build stronger communities and promote the co-creation of cities and towns. I am therefore planning to create a site for online donations and the proceeds of that money will be injected ion the next community project. As opposed to traditional approaches of community engagement; I believe incorporating the use of technology in community involvement will be a fantastic addition basing on the growing internet usage among the people (Madeira et al., 2013).
[bookmark: _Int_BxAYilCh]In conclusion, it need not be difficult to participate in the community; nonetheless, it must be done on purpose. Every interaction matters when considering how you individually give back to the community and how kids grow from the views of a parent, guardian, friend, grandparent, or teacher. To effectively involve the community, start with the necessities. making sure that participants are aware of your project and have access to all the information they require. It is important to not just listen to what your community has to say, but also to use that feedback to motivate positive change. The Play Scilly project incorporated the theory of symbolic interactionism which helped in making it a wonderful success that has been effectful till this day.
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