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An exploration into the knowledge and understanding of neglect among practitioners.
Abstract
Child neglect poses significant threats to children's well-being worldwide. This paper provides a thorough investigation of child neglect, encompassing a literature review, methodology, and ethical considerations. The literature review delves into existing research and empirical evidence on child neglect, examining definitions, causes, consequences, and intervention strategies. The methodology section outlines the research approach, design, and data collection methods for investigating child neglect. Employing a mixed-methods approach, quantitative surveys and statistical analysis provide numerical insights, while qualitative interviews and thematic analysis offer deeper understanding and contextual insights. Ethical considerations are central in research involving vulnerable populations like children. The paper addresses informed consent, confidentiality, privacy, and participant rights, emphasizing strategies for ensuring welfare and integrity throughout the research process. It also acknowledges ethical approval procedures and institutional review board requirements.
In summary, this paper enhances understanding of child neglect by synthesizing literature, presenting a rigorous research methodology, and addressing ethical concerns. By integrating these components, the study aims to advance knowledge, inform practice, and advocate for the welfare of children affected by neglect.
A literature review-
Neglect represents a persistent failure to fulfil children’s needs and requirements. These needs and requirements could indicate things such as children being left dirty or hungry. Also left without proper clothing, supervision, shelter or health care. These circumstances not only endanger the safety of children but also effects their physical and psychological health. (NSPCC,NoDate) It is important for practitioners to understand child neglect as an early identification and intervention can help prevent abuse and neglect. It is crucial for everyone to be aware of the signs to look for and to know where to seek guidance and assistance. Changes in an individual’s physical or emotional condition as well as unexplained injuries, may indicate potential abuse.(ESSAP,NoDate) The purpose of literature reviews allows you to become acquainted with the existing knowledge within your selected field, along with its boundaries and constraints. Additionally, it aids in grasping the theories that underpin the field, facilitating the context of your research enquiry.
Overview-
Child maltreatment, involving abuse and neglect, occurs when individuals under 18 experience harm or the potential for harm from parents, caregivers, or other custodial figures. Neglect refers to failing to meet a child's basic needs, while abuse involves harmful behaviours toward them. Factors contributing to neglect and abuse include parental youthfulness, single-parenting, prior abuse experiences, and family stressors like food insecurity or substance use. Indicators include fatigue, hunger, poor hygiene, injuries, or mental health issues. Suspicions of abuse arise when injuries contradict explanations or are inconsistent with accidental causes.
To protect children from harm, interventions may involve Child Protective Services, law enforcement, hospitalization, counselling for caregivers and children, and support for families. Neglect involves failing to meet children's needs across various domains, while abuse can be physical, sexual, or emotional. These forms of maltreatment often co-occur and may coincide with other family violence. Neglect and abuse increase the risk of long-term problems like mental health disorders and substance misuse. Child abuse correlates with adverse health outcomes in adulthood. Perpetrators can include parents, caregivers, relatives, or individuals in the child's household.
In 2020, Child Protective Services in the United States received approximately 3.9 million reports of potential child abuse, involving approximately 7.1 million children. Of these reports, about 2.1 million underwent detailed investigation, identifying around 618,000 children as victims of abuse or neglect. Notably, girls are slightly more susceptible to maltreatment than boys, with infants and young children facing heightened vulnerability. Among the children identified in 2020, the majority (76.1%) experienced neglect, followed by physical abuse (16.5%), sexual abuse (9.4%), and a small percentage (0.2%) subjected to sex trafficking. Nonetheless, many children endured multiple forms of abuse simultaneously. (University of Illinois Springfield, NoDate)
Tragically, in 2020, approximately 1,750 children in the United States succumbed to neglect or abuse, with nearly half of them under 1 year of age. The majority of these fatalities resulted from neglect, often accompanied by physical abuse, and approximately 80% of perpetrators were parents acting alone, together, or with accomplices.
Professional background and training of practitioners.
The professional background and training of practitioners encompass a diverse range of disciplines, each contributing unique perspectives and expertise to the field of child welfare and protection. These practitioners include:
Educators: Educators include teachers, school counsellors, and other professionals working in educational settings. They play a critical role in identifying signs of neglect and abuse among students and providing support and referrals to appropriate services. Educators receive training on mandated reporting laws and procedures for addressing suspected cases of maltreatment. (Socialworkengland,2024)
Child Protection Workers: Child protection workers, also known as child welfare workers or caseworkers, are professionals employed by government agencies or nonprofit organizations responsible for investigating reports of child abuse and neglect, assessing family needs, and coordinating services to ensure the safety and well-being of children. They may have backgrounds in social work, psychology, sociology, or related fields and receive specialized training in child welfare policies, practices, and legal procedures.
Medical Professionals: Medical professionals, including paediatricians, nurses, and forensic examiners, play a crucial role in identifying and documenting physical signs of child abuse and neglect during medical examinations. They receive training on recognizing indicators of maltreatment, conducting thorough assessments, and collaborating with multidisciplinary teams to ensure appropriate intervention and follow-up care. (BASW, NoDate)
Overall, practitioners working in the field of child welfare and protection come from diverse backgrounds and receive specialized training to effectively identify, assess, and intervene in cases of child neglect and abuse, with the common goal of promoting the safety, well-being, and rights of children and families.
	Organizational  factors within child welfare.
Organizational factors within child welfare agencies encompass various elements that influence the agency's capacity to effectively respond to cases of child neglect and abuse. These factors include:
According to Basso,P 2013, The volume and complexity of cases handled by child welfare agencies workload, significantly impact practitioners' ability to conduct thorough assessments, provide timely interventions, and ensure ongoing monitoring of families.  High caseloads, limited resources, and outdated policies can compromise child welfare agencies' ability to safeguard children effectively, leading to gaps in service delivery and increased harm risks (ESSAB, NoDate). Effective collaboration among stakeholders is crucial for addressing the multifaceted needs of children and families experiencing neglect and abuse, enabling agencies to leverage collective expertise and resources (ESSAB, NoDate). Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) asserts children's right to express opinions and participate in decisions affecting them. However, translating this principle into practice has proven challenging, resulting in a disconcerting duality between legislative mandates and practical realities (McCafferty, 2021). This discrepancy has particularly impacted child welfare, leaving the voices of vulnerable children and young people unheard (McCafferty, 2021).
Methodology Consideration
Research Purpose
The overarching aim of this research topic is the varied understanding. Practitioners display a range of knowledge and comprehension concerning neglect, shaped by elements such as professional history, education, and practical background. This diversity highlights the necessity for continual and comprehensive education and training to augment practitioners' proficiency in recognizing and addressing neglect adeptly.(Grad Couch, 2023)
Secondly, challenges in Identification. Practitioners encounter obstacles when precisely identifying neglect, including differentiating between neglect and deprivation stemming from economic hardship, acknowledging cultural variances in caregiving customs, and surmounting obstacles to disclosure by children and families. Enhanced screening instruments, assessment methodologies, and collaborative efforts among agencies are imperative for bolstering the prompt detection of neglect.
Methodology definition
“Methodology is the philosophical framework within which the research is conducted or the foundation upon which the research is based” (Brown, 2006). (BRM, NoDate)
Research methodology essentially is how an individual will apply their research study practically. This is usually found within academic papers and highlights how they will collect the data, the type of data, who will collect and analyse the data.
Research Philosophy
A research philosophy serves as a guiding framework that dictates the methodology of research, shaped by underlying beliefs, assumptions, and principles regarding reality and the nature of knowledge.(ResearchMethods.net,2024) It encompasses considerations regarding the origin, essence, and evolution of knowledge, as well as the methodologies for collecting, analysing, and utilizing data pertaining to a phenomenon. Embedded within the research method, a research philosophy is crucial for structuring the approach to investigation. Various models, such as Saunders' research onion and the Honeycomb Model, are utilized to illustrate and conceptualize different facets of research philosophy.(Medium,2018)
Research Methods
Research methods encompass the array of techniques, procedures, and processes employed by researchers to gather, analyse, and interpret data with the aim of addressing research inquiries or testing hypotheses. The selection of research methods is contingent upon factors such as the nature of the research questions, the type of data to be collected, and the chosen research design.(MDH,2024)
Here are some pros and cons for the below methods:Top of Form
Quantitative: Quantitative pertains to information or data characterized by numerical values or quantifiable measurements. It involves the description or assessment of phenomena using numerical representations. For instance, within the social sciences, quantitative research entails the collection and analysis of numerical data. Pros of using quantitative method are:
The research is anonymous: Researchers often prefer quantitative data for sensitive topics due to its anonymity. Participants do not need to provide identifying information, reducing the likelihood of false results caused by discomfort or shame related to the subject matter. (Vitanna.org,2019)
The samples of quantitative research are randomized: Quantitative research employs random sampling to minimize bias, allowing the results to be statistically generalized to the broader population. While some demographics might still be underrepresented, this method enables the efficient collection of relevant data compared to other techniques.
Cons are:
You cannot follow-up on any answers in quantitative research: A key limitation of quantitative research is the inability to follow up with participants after survey completion, limiting the opportunity to probe answers further. This results in fewer data points compared to other methods.(Vitanna.org,2019) While anonymity is maintained, inconclusive or skewed results cannot be verified, potentially distorting the findings if many participants provide similar responses.
You cannot determine if answers are true or not: In quantitative research, researchers must assume that responses obtained from surveys, testing, and experimentation are truthful, as there is no face-to-face interaction to verify authenticity. A 2011 Psychology Today study examined the frequency of lying in daily life. Participants reported the number of lies told in the past 24 hours, with 40% admitting to lying. The median was 1.65 lies per day, and over 22% of lies came from just 1% of participants. If random sampling came from this 1% group, it could significantly skew the results.

Qualitative: Qualitative research is a methodological approach that centres on delving into and comprehending individuals' beliefs, attitudes, behaviours, and experiences by gathering and analysing non-numeric data.
Pros of qualitative are:
Qualitative research provides a predictive element: research provides predictive insights by focusing on specific demographics' reactions to challenges, despite varied individual experiences. The aim is to understand these specific groups rather than generalize to the broader population, aiding in product development by identifying common pain points. (ConnectUs,2019)
Qualitative research provides a predictive element: Qualitative research offers predictive insights by analysing how specific demographics respond to challenges, despite varied individual experiences. The goal is to understand these groups rather than generalize findings, aiding in product development by identifying common pain points.
Cons are:
Qualitative research can involve significant levels of repetition: While smaller sample sizes in qualitative research can be advantageous, they can also pose a challenge when aiming to gather a comprehensive data profile for a specific demographic. Multiple interviews and discovery sessions are required to understand the potential consequences of future choices.(Connectus,2019) Relying on a few participants may not fully represent the group being studied, and without follow-up sessions with other participants, verifying the authenticity of the collected data is difficult.
Qualitative research relies on the knowledge of the researchers: Qualitative research relies on researchers' expertise in the subject matter being studied to identify opportunities. When interviewers lack familiarity with industry concepts, identifying follow-up opportunities becomes challenging. Correctly interpreting data is impossible if the researcher's perspective is skewed by a lack of knowledge.

Mixed Methods: Mixed methods research is an approach to methodology that integrates both qualitative and quantitative methodologies for collecting and analysing data. This methodological framework has garnered increased attention in recent times, enabling researchers to attain a more holistic comprehension of intricate research inquiries.
Pros of Mixed Methods are:
Triangulation of findings:  Mixed methods research allows researchers to validate and reinforce their findings by incorporating multiple data sources and research techniques. For example, survey findings demonstrating the positive effects of a social intervention program can be strengthened by qualitative interviews, which offer insights into the program's success through specific mechanisms and contextual factors.(Ablison NoDate)
Increased flexibility: Mixed methods research provides researchers with the flexibility to adjust their methodology according to the evolving requirements of the study. For instance, if initial analysis of quantitative data reveals unexpected patterns, researchers can conduct subsequent qualitative interviews to delve deeper into and elucidate these patterns.
Cons are:
Time-consuming and resource-intensive: Undertaking mixed methods research typically demands greater time, effort, and resources in comparison to employing a single research method. For instance, tasks such as survey design and implementation, interview conduct, data transcription, and the analysis of both quantitative and qualitative data can be labour-intensive, thereby amplifying the overall expenses associated with the study.
Ethical considerations: Mixed methods research may introduce additional ethical considerations when compared to single-method studies.(Ablison,NoDate) For instance, utilizing qualitative interviews might entail addressing sensitive topics, necessitating cautious management to safeguard participant privacy, confidentiality, and emotional well-being. Researchers must remain vigilant in addressing ethical concerns and securing informed consent from participants.
Selected Method
Mixed Method: I have chosen this because the choice of utilizing a mixed methods technique for child neglect research stems from the recognition of the multifaceted nature of the phenomenon and the need for a comprehensive understanding that encompasses both qualitative and quantitative dimensions. These are some of the other reasons:
Comprehensive Insight: Child neglect is a complex issue influenced by various factors, including socio-economic conditions, family dynamics, and cultural norms. By employing both qualitative and quantitative methods, I aim to capture the breadth and depth of these factors and their interplay in contributing to neglect.
Triangulation: The integration of multiple data sources allows for triangulation, enhancing the validity and reliability of the findings. By corroborating qualitative insights with quantitative data and vice versa, I can strengthen the overall credibility of the research outcomes.
Exploration and Explanation: Qualitative methods provide an opportunity to explore the lived experiences and perspectives of children, caregivers, and practitioners, shedding light on the nuances and contexts of neglect. Quantitative methods, on the other hand, enable the identification of patterns, correlations, and prevalence rates, facilitating the explanation of trends and associations observed in the data.
Enhanced Rigor: By employing a mixed methods approach, I can mitigate the limitations inherent in individual methods and capitalize on their respective strengths. This methodological pluralism fosters rigor and richness in the research process and findings.
Practical Implications: Ultimately, the research aims to inform evidence-based interventions and policies for addressing child neglect effectively. By utilizing a mixed methods approach, I can generate comprehensive insights that are actionable and relevant to practitioners, policymakers, and stakeholders involved in child welfare and protection efforts.

Data Collection method
There are multiple collection methods that can be used, these have been identified in the table below along with a brief description on what each method entails. Each of these types can be categorised as Quantitative, Qualitive or both. 
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Of the above I have chosen to implement the following and have included pros and cons of each method. 
Interview:
Pros-
Personal Connection: Interviews establish a personal rapport between the interviewer and interviewee, fostering trust and open communication, which can result in more honest and candid responses. (BarrazaCarlos,NoDate)
Contextual Understanding: Interviews are valuable for obtaining a deeper insight into the interviewee's context, experiences, and motivations, making them particularly useful in research or investigative settings.
Cons-
Time-Consuming: Conducting interviews requires significant time for both preparation and the interview process, making it impractical for large-scale data collection.
Resource Intensive: Interviews necessitate resources like trained interviewers, facilities, and equipment, making them more costly than other data collection methods.
Surveys:
Pros-
Surveys are an inexpensive way to gather quantitative data: Self-administered questionnaires can avoid in-person interviews, allowing access to extensive information from a large demographic quickly. They can be distributed via websites, email, or social media. (Vitanna.org, 2020)
Surveys yield quick results using modern mobile and online tools, often within a day: This rapid data collection allows immediate insights and prompt decision-making without relying on external companies.
Cons-
There's a constant risk of receiving dishonest answers: Although anonymous surveys reduce this risk, it doesn't vanish entirely. Some respondents may try to shape results to match perceived expectations. Additionally, social desirability bias can influence responses. Assuring individuals about privacy can mitigate this issue, but it's impossible to eliminate it entirely.
Surveys yield extensive data due to their format: You can categorize multiple-choice questions, visualize agreement or disagreement, or include open-ended questions, which can be challenging to analyse.(Vitanna.org,2020) While personalized responses offer valuable insights, they can also yield unquantifiable data. Incorporating numerous open-ended questions may prolong the analysis process. It's advisable to limit open-ended questions to around 10% of the survey. Confusing or burdensome questions may result in largely meaningless data that requires extensive manual review.
Secondary data:
Pros-
Cost Efficiency: Utilizing existing data that is already collected and summarized saves significant funds. There's no need to pay institutions for data or organize workshops to gather opinions; instead, social media platforms can be utilized, saving both manpower and associated costs. Researchers are often attracted to secondary data due to its accessibility and quick preparation without requiring any investment.(HPC,NoDate)
Time Efficiency: Data available on social platforms, magazines, and the internet has already been collected and documented, allowing researchers to access large volumes of data without much effort. This pre-existing data, often documented by organizations or researchers, can be directly collected and analysed, saving considerable time. Researchers can then focus on studying the variables and nuances within the data.
Cons-
Researcher's Needs May Not Be Met: Secondary research data may not align precisely with the researcher's specific inquiries. It comprises a wide array of perspectives and information, some of which may be overlooked or difficult to authenticate. While researchers have particular concerns or questions in mind, the data collected may not address these issues directly.(HPC,NoDate) However, researchers lack control over the contents of secondary data sets, which may include information unrelated to their research agenda.
Outdated Information: When using secondary data, it's crucial to consider the data's collection date to assess its relevance. Understanding the current status of products and companies is essential for verifying and disregarding outdated data- While obtaining updated reports or statistics may not always be feasible, researchers must avoid relying on excessively outdated information for their research.
Observation:
Pros-
Observational research stands out as a straightforward approach, widely employed for its simplicity and efficiency. It requires minimal technological expertise, making it accessible even to those without advanced skills. In certain instances, only basic training is necessary, particularly in scientific research contexts. (Prosandcons.com,2022)
Elevated Precision: Observational research typically yields data of higher accuracy compared to other methodologies. This approach establishes a direct connection between the observer and the raw data, facilitating precise collection. Unlike data obtained from sources such as questionnaires, the accuracy of data gathered through observational methods can be readily verified.
Cons-
Labor-Intensive Approach: Observational research demands researchers to physically visit the field for data collection, a process that can be both arduous and time-consuming.
Costly Nature: Observational research proves to be an expensive research method, involving travel and extended stays at research sites, thereby elevating the overall research expenditure.
Sample:
Sample Size- 30+ participants because big it will then be big enough where you can get patterns and trends out of data. Stronger conclusions as it is a realistic number collecting data on my own. A sample is a section of the population which in terms of research has been selected to take part.
In Terms of research sample, the sample are the actual participants of the research. When it comes to research samples, there are a number on factors that will need to be considered to achieve valid outcomes. These factors typically are the demographics of the participants, For Example, age, gender, ethnicity and country of birth.
In the case of this research, given the focus of the research is child neglect, the sample will be restricted to three groups, practitioners, children and parents as they have been identified as key groups of individuals within the population. By targeting these groups for the research it should provide relevant data to the research topic and yield better and accurate outcomes.
I have chosen these groups because practitioners are experts in the field with an array of knowledge who have experience of the research topic. Parents and children have less academic knowledge of the topic but could have personal experience which could provide interesting qualitative data with differing experience of similar situations.
Sample types- 
Probability sampling include simple random, systematic, stratified and cluster samples. Non-Probability Sampling include convenience, purposive, snowball and quota samples. 
Probability sampling operates on the principle of randomization, ensuring that each entity has an equal opportunity to be included in the sample. In contrast, non-probability sampling assumes that population characteristics are evenly distributed, leading the sampler to believe that any selected sample will accurately represent the entire population and yield accurate results. (KeyDifferences,NoDate)

I will implement the simple random sample technique as it is the easiest to implement, the least resource insensitive and all the participants have an equal chance of being chosen.
Ethical Consideration:
When conducting research on practitioners' understanding of child neglect, it is crucial to adhere to ethical principles to ensure the protection and respect of all participants. The following ethical considerations will guide the study:
According to Bryman and Bell (2007)[1] the following points represent the most important principles related to ethical considerations in dissertations: Bryman and Bell (2017) 
Informed Consent: Practitioners participating in the study will receive detailed information about the research objectives, procedures, potential risks, and benefits. They will be asked to provide informed consent, ensuring they understand their voluntary participation and have the right to withdraw at any time without any repercussions.
Confidentiality and Anonymity: Participant confidentiality and anonymity will be strictly maintained. Personal identifiers will be removed from data to protect the identity of the practitioners. Data will be securely stored, only authorized research team members will have access to it. Results can be aggregated to prevent any participant identifiable scenarios.
Minimize Harm: The study design will aim to minimize any potential harm to participants. Though the research topic is sensitive, avoiding distressing questions that could cause psychological discomfort is advised. If discussing child neglect might evoke emotional distress, participants will be provided with information on how to access support services.
Respect and Professionalism: All interactions with participants will be conducted with the utmost respect and professionalism. Researchers will acknowledge the expertise and experiences of the practitioners, fostering an environment of mutual respect and trust.
Transparency and Honesty: The research process will be transparent and honest. Participants will be fully informed about the aims, procedures, and their role. Any potential conflicts of interest will be disclosed.
Participant Welfare: The welfare of participants will be a primary concern throughout the study. Researchers will be attentive to any signs of distress or discomfort among participants and will have protocols in place to address these issues promptly and effectively. (BRM,NoDate)
Reducing Risks to Participants, the researcher and the university:
Participants- To reduce risks to participants, I will emphasize that the investigation is hypothetical and that their opinions are valuable for shaping the project. By ensuring no personally identifiable information (PII) is collected, I aim to ease their concerns and encourage honest responses, leading to more accurate outcomes. Participants will be reminded that their expressed opinions will remain anonymous and will not trigger investigations or job loss. However, they will be informed beforehand that any disclosed actual activity will need to be reported. These measures are intended to gain participants' trust and promote honest feedback, thereby mitigating conflicts of interest.
The Researcher- To reduce risk, I will focus on investigating potential fraudulent behaviour rather than ongoing or closed cases. This approach will avoid negative publicity for myself, as the findings will concentrate on improving current processes and policies, which we supports.
The University- To reduce risk to my employer, I have already discussed the topic and my intentions with the fraud prevention team. I will frame the investigation as a hypothetical question aimed at improving existing robust processes and guidelines. This approach should prevent any negative publicity. Additionally, I will ensure the removal of any personally identifiable information (PII) and sensitive data from the project.
By adhering to these ethical considerations, the research will ensure the dignity, rights, and well-being of practitioners while contributing valuable insights into their understanding of child neglect. This ethical framework aims to promote trust, respect, and integrity throughout the research process. (BRM,NoDate)
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