Darrian Quigg

Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The aim of this production was to create an entertaining touring piece for 9-11-year olds to explain plastic pollution; how it affects the environment and educate children around Wales what they can do to help. 
From interviewing my ten-year-old cousin, it became clear we had to find a way to use, “catchy songs, comedy, puppets,” and a, “happily ever after ending,”[footnoteRef:1] as a way of communications, but what are we trying to communicate?  [1:  (Tweed, 2018) Interview with my ten-year-old cousin over a phone call on what do ten-year olds like about theatre ] 

In the 1970s, the Great Pacific Garbage patch was first discovered. As our plastic intake has been growing; equalling 250 pieces of plastic per person, the great pacific garbage patch has grown to become three times the size of France. [footnoteRef:2] [2:   (The Ocean Cleanup, 2018) YouTube video: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch, Explained ] 

With touring theatre affecting audiences, we decided to show things physically and creatively was the way forward. To demonstrate the severity and size of the great pacific garbage patch, we created a monster to represent the threat it has on the earth.
 If I were to repeat the performance, I’d like to hear and sea more of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch- what it is, where it came from. It could be introduced into the story more than it was and have the scene of the monster longer. 
Inspired by a parody song, “A Scary Time (For Boys),” [footnoteRef:3]we juxtaposed our songs but having a happy upbeat tune in contrast to depressing lyrics. Statistics such as, “One million seabirds and 100 thousand marine animals are killed in one year by plastic,”[footnoteRef:4] and, “sea turtles and other marine creatures mistake plastics and other garbage as food (such as jellyfish),” [footnoteRef:5]was created into lyrics and put together with ‘Five Years’ Time’[footnoteRef:6] music.  [3:  (Stewart, 2018) Facebook Video: A Scary Time (For Boys)]  [4:  (Perseus-net.eu, 2018) Facts About Marine Litter [online]]  [5:   (SEE Turtles, n.d.) How Ocean Plastic Affects Turtles ]  [6:  (Jonah and the Whale, 2007) Song music we used to open the performance] 

Other information such as microplastics being found in us (from eating fish)[footnoteRef:7] and promoting the idea to reduce, reuse and recycle etc. was put together with, ‘Rise’ [footnoteRef:8]by Jonas Blue. This song seemed to catch the children’s attention  [7:  (Harvey and Watts, 2018) Microplastics are found in human stool ]  [8:  (Jonas Blue ft. Jack and Jack, 2018) Song music we used to end the performance] 

I’m very happy with how the songs turned out and how the stats fitted in nicely as lyrics. The children loved the, ‘Rise’ song because it is what they are currently listening to. 
To get on board with using puppets, we began to use them to talk about a lot of the other statistics. 
“Puppets can help boost creativity and stimulate kids’ imaginations, from the preschool age up to early teen years. The innate interactivity draws children in and encourages them to be actively involved in the learning process and share their thoughts and observations.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  (Belfoire, n.d.) Why using puppets is a good idea to teach children [online]] 

I believe puppets are a great tool for communicating to children as they may listen more to the puppet than to an adult. They can also relate to the puppet more as the puppet in their minds don’t have ‘adult,’ ‘teacher,’ ‘parent’ names associated to them; the puppet can be whatever they desire it to be. 
Although a great tool, in this scenario it seemed we gave too many stats to the puppets. It became a moment in the play where we were bashing the book on their heads instead of relying it to them. 
The ending wasn’t a sad, but it wasn’t exactly a happy one either. We were able to teach Alice to reduce, reuse, recycle, refuse, rethink and repair. We can get a true happy ending when the audience members start to do the same. 
Despite the problems, touring theatre proved to be an effective tool to spread the message of the environment to 1,300 people in total from the two groups. Without touring round to primary schools, we probably wouldn’t have been able to promote our message to as many. The questions at the end proved we have created a spark for the children and teachers and hopefully they can impact others with this information and begin changing the environment, one person at a time, thanks to touring theatre. 
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