

Data analysis 

Introduction:
 
The following chapter will aim the fourth accomplish in the dissertation. This will include: carrying out primary research, and then analysing  the information gathered in order to better comprehend the themes and opinions of specialists towards the essential elements of "what works" in terms of early interventions to stop or reduce child criminality and anti-social behaviour. 

As previously stated in chapter three; an unanswered question sheet can be found in the Appendix and provides an overview of the questions asked in the interviews, also providing an insight as to why they were chosen. To obtain unbiased data and a variety of perspectives, four individuals were selected who work in four different professions, as well as different organisations, but who all have a connection to the youth justice system and early intervention programmes.    

Data Analysis:

Data analysis put simply is the requirement for the collection of data and its examination in order to identify themes and draw conclusions about the relevant information contained.

 The data was collected in the form of four interviews and   recorded using a Goggle voice recording application, these  recorded interviews were then transcribed using Microsoft word and placed onto a Word document which is contained within the appendix. Due to the large amount of qualitative data  it was crucial to discover an analysis technique that could spot common themes and responses while sorting through the  information. The interviews were transcribed, it was then simple to compile the participants' responses into a single document and assign each participant with a number, to help with sorting through the information.

Quantitative Data Gathered from Interviews: 

Microsoft word was used to display the Quantitative data gathered from the four interviews in the form of a chart. This is to provide the reader with more information  and a better understanding about who the participants are without breaching data protection. 


Figure 1- Displaying  participants gender, years of service and amount of children currently under their care.

Analysis of Qualitative Data Gathered from Interviews:

The internet thematic tool Deval was used to help with the analysis of the substantial amount of information contained within the four transcribed interviews. The tool was used to find themes  quickly and to gain an expert consensus on the subject of early interventions. As a result, several themes were located however due to the study being small in nature four main themes are displayed.  






Theme one: Age Demographic most responsive to early intervention: 

Figure 1- Age Demographic most responsive to early intervention. 

Question seven asked the participants which age bracket to they feel is more responsive to early intervention programmes. Three out of the four participants felt early intervention was suited to a younger age group, with percipient two stating  
“I feel 10-12-year-olds are the most receptive this could be due to; as they get older there is peer pressure but the main reason, I feel is due to hormones. Once puberty starts, they take greater risks and become more defiant and push boundaries.”

Participant one claimed  early intervention should start as soon as possible, giving the child the chance to embed positive learning. This coincides with the U.K. government 2011 report where they outlined intervention pathways which start at conception and continuing through the child’s life.


Participant three had a split answer, they felt although younger children are  more responsive to early intervention programs the same could be said for the older age group 16-18-year-olds, due to them becoming more mature and understanding and appreciating  the help given. However, all four participants agreed 13-15-year-olds were the least responsive and put this mainly down to puberty and hormonal changes supporting Marcdante and Kliegram (2020), Wang et al (2010) and Guerra and Bradshaw (2008) whereby biological changes have profound impact on a child’s behaviour. 

Theme Two: which early intervention programmes are the most effective:

[bookmark: _Hlk117771269]All participants  provided similar answers by saying they could not pinpoint one or two programmes as being more effective than any other. This is due the diversity of the children and the experiences they had been through, with participant two stating “One size doesn’t fit all.” And participant four stating “Every child is different, with differing constraints of what we can do depending on funding, and parent and child participation.”

Although, all  said practical based programmes such as sporting activities or career-based programmes like auto motor repair or construction are much more effective than their classroom based counter parts confirming the Welsh Governments stance on preventive programmes and reinforced by Hassan and Rosly (2021). 

   



Theme three: The relevance of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) and parents impacting on child’s behaviour:
[bookmark: _Hlk117772378]
	 Participants 
	 Do ACES impact on a child’s behaviour 
	Regarding  children you deal with how many have suffered 3 or more ACES

	Participants 1
	Yes 
	            100%

	Participants 2
	Yes
	              60%

	Participants 3
	Yes
	              70%

	Participants 4
	Yes
	              60%


 
 Figure 2- showing expert opinion on whether ACES effects a child’s behaviour and how many children in their care have suffered with three of more ACES. 

All four participants agreed ACES have a massive impact on a child’s behaviour, supporting the U.S Department of Health study (2011) which reported significant correlation between ACEs and youth offending. Participant two provided an example
 “I am currently dealing with a child who had witnessed domestic violence between his parents and has now started to become a domestic abuse aggressor himself, creating a cycle.”
Participant three also stated “having done this job and seeing the upbringings some of these children have had, it makes my appreciate my childhood and thankful for the parents I have.” 




All participants used the word "cycle" when discussing  ACES and claimed  the behaviour of the child was a direct result of the parents' own ACES, creating a vicious cycle and spoke about parents needing to be educated and supported to deal with their own issues so they may help their children. The direct correlation between the child and the parents’ behaviour as now been addressed by the participants organisations and all now provide some form of parenting classes in line with the Welsh Government's (2016) five-year strategic plan "Taking Wales Forward.” With participant one saying, “we are especially working with teenage parents before they have given birth to try and instil good behaviours.” Further supporting the U.K government (2011) intervention pathway.     

Theme four: changes need to discourage child offending:

 All participants agreed there is a serious lack of financing and resources, and felt  community-based initiatives like youth clubs and sporting events should receive more attention to encourage children to participate, and to offer them a safe environment in which to gather. Three out of four participants also felt harsher punishments were also needed if children continued down the road of criminality and felt  as there is no deterrent, if they continue to cause problems with participant four stating “ all the children are highly active on social media, they all know the ins and outs of each other’s lives, if someone had a harsher punishment that would reverberate throughout the community and it would make other children think about their actions and the consequences of what could happen to them.”
 This goes against a report conducted by the Youth Justice Board (YJB) (2002) which directs away from harsher punishment and was later supported by Prior and Mason (2010), which showed no evidence of punitive sanctions, restrictions, and regulations placed on  youths had any effect in preventing offending or reduce recidivism rates, and is further supported by participant two’s statment “we have to remember they are children”.    


Conclusion:



In conclusion the author has provided four key themes by thematically  analysing  from the main data collection in the form of qualitative expert interviews, which have been successfully presented in this chapter.
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Four Key Themes of Early Intervention Programes


One Size Does Not Fit All


Age


ACES


Better Funding, Resources and Harsher Punishment 


Years of service 	Participant 1- social worker	Participant 2- police officer	Participant 3- prevention worker 	Participant 4- charity worker	20	16	18	10	Gender- Male	Participant 1- social worker	Participant 2- police officer	Participant 3- prevention worker 	Participant 4- charity worker	0	5	5	0	Gender- Female	Participant 1- social worker	Participant 2- police officer	Participant 3- prevention worker 	Participant 4- charity worker	5	0	0	5	Children under participants care	Participant 1- social worker	Participant 2- police officer	Participant 3- prevention worker 	Participant 4- charity worker	15	45	40	40	Column1	Participant 1- social worker	Participant 2- police officer	Participant 3- prevention worker 	Participant 4- charity worker	



Column1	10-13 yrs	13-15 yrs 	16-18 yrs	10	0	1.4	

