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The purpose of this essay is to discuss, explore and attempt to understand aspects of social inclusion and social justice and in the process develop an understanding of how this impacts a learner’s ability to access education. It can be said that social elements are multi-faceted, and potentially influence experiences of social inclusion and justice therefore, affecting children’s access to education. This discussion attempts to understand the diverse issues that affect children experiencing poverty in our current society and the impact and barriers this has on their engagement with education. To support the body of this discussion reference is directed towards the importance of the Equality Act 2010 and its connection to schools, as well as using a number of other sources and literature including reference to the UNCRC.  
The first part of the discussion attempts to understand and define poverty and provides some statistics to help understand the nature of this issue in the UK today. The second part of the discussion considers what it means for children living in a poverty trap in the UK as well as the diverse experiences that affect children in our current society. Here, feelings of exclusion and discrimination are highlighted as a result of poverty and reference is given to increasing parental income support. 
[bookmark: _Hlk33292025][bookmark: _Hlk33346222]Part three attempts to understand how government policies try to narrow the gap for children and young people who live in poverty and the steps taken to foster and improve children and young people’s engagement with the education system. A conclusion is drawn by pointing out the difficulties that poverty brings for children accessing education but also the benefits of commitment to reducing these inequalities by pro-active and positive engagement. 
[bookmark: _Hlk33289063][bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly, it is important to understand what is meant by poverty? In response to this question it can be said that poverty means worse health, worse opportunities and worse access to services. Poverty is defined by the United Nations (2000, cited in Witcher, 2013, p. 72) as ‘lack of income and productive resources to ensure sustainable livelihoods; hunger and malnutrition; ill health; limited or lack of access to education and other basic services’. Poverty can also mean humiliation, shame and stigma and some children experience being teased about their situation. 

It appears that it can be safely said that poverty can be difficult to define. This is because poverty can mean different things to different people and it depend on the situation the people live in. However, an individual experiencing any factors highlighted by the United Nations (2000) could be identified as living in poverty and this can have a significant impact on children and young people’s ability to access and fully engage in education. 
In the UK today, 14 million people are living in poverty. An estimated 4.1 million of them are children living in relative low-income and ‘3.7 million in absolute low-income’ (Full Fact, 2019). That is 30 per cent of children living in relative low-income and 26 per cent in absolute low-income in the UK. In relation to ‘relative low-income’, according to (UK Parliament, 2019, p. 1) ‘people in relative low income – living in households with income below 60% of the median in that year’. ‘People in absolute low income – living in households with income below 60% of (inflation-adjusted) median income in some base year, usually 2010/11’ (UK Parliament, 2019, p. 1). From these statistics it can be said that poverty is a significant issue in the UK and that a considerable number of children and young people are trapped in poverty. 

From the above discussion, it could be stated that poverty is a serious issue within the UK, and it can lead children and young people to be socially excluded in education due to their financial circumstances. It has been highlighted that when children are living in poverty, they are less likely to have access to some additional equipment or resources that are vital for their learning and development. For example, due to the child or young person’s circumstances, they may not be able to afford to have computers or access to the internet at home, and clearly, this can have a huge impact on the child or young person’s educational attainment and also make them feel socially excluded. This is supported by (University of Oxford, 2012, p. 5) wherein it stated that young people without internet connection feel ‘shut out of their peer group socially and also disadvantaged in their studies as so much of the college or school work set for them to do at home required online research or preparation’. It can be concluded that when children and young people are raised in poverty, they are more likely to be impacted biological as well as socially. For example, do not reach their potential height due to lack of nutrition. Young people are less likely to be engaged in education and make improvement or achievement in their study.
 
Children in poverty do not only lack access to computers or the internet, but also struggle to pay for everyday items for school such as books, stationery and acquiring appropriate materials for exams. Although education within the UK is free and that every child can access it easily, the cost associated with additional materials are high and that is problematic for families with low-income. It has been highlighted that when children and young people are living in poverty and are lacking in these everyday items for the school they may feel socially excluded and this tends to have a considerable impact in their ability to access as well as engage in education.  This is supported by Burchardt et al., (2002, cited in Dean 2016, p. 11) wherein it states that ‘An individual is socially excluded if he or she does not participate in key activities of the society in which he or she lives … [including] Consumption (the capacity to purchase goods and services)’.  
 
Children in poverty or low-income families may also feel excluded because of the inability to pay for school uniforms or any other specific clothing that is associated with the subject within the school such as PE kits and also any events or concerts that require specific clothing (Christmas concert). Although wearing a school uniform is important for ‘secure participation in the shared school identity’ (Ridge, 2006, p. 30), they are very expensive and that the poor families may struggle to obtain them. However, under the 1996 Education Act sections 510 and 511, the local authorities should provide families with low-income financial aid to helps them with school uniform. Also, it is worth mentioning that there is a New Uniform Law that is aimed at reducing the cost of school uniform by allowing parents to buy cheaper school uniforms from different places instead of branded uniform from certain suppliers. It is also aimed at reducing the feeling of children and young people being excluded and discriminated and encourage them to learn without facing anxiety. 

However, despite local authorities offering grants for school uniform, children and young people in poverty may still feel excluded because of their family’s inability to afford to pay for PE kits or any other specific events or concerts clothing and that they might be bullied or isolated by their peers because of the way they may appear in the day. According to Ridge (2002, quoted in Ridge 2006, p. 29) ‘many children report feeling bullied, isolated and left out at critical stage of their academic careers’ as a result of not having access to appropriate clothing. All these feelings will undoubtedly have a significant impact on children and young people’s everyday live and impact their ability to work and socialise with others. This then leads the child or young person to find it difficult to access and engage in the education effectively. The impact of poverty on a young person’s life is highlighted by eleven-year-old Sam in (BBC News, 2011, p. 13) stated that children in school “call me ‘ankle boy’ because I have ripped trousers that are too small for me”. 

As pointed out by (Department for Education, 2014, p. 15) Equality Act 2010 ‘does not deal specifically with school uniform but the general requirement not to discriminate in the treatment of pupils’. Here it could be stated that there is an element of discrimination because children are unable to buy school uniform, and this is one of the reasons that the school uniform is been highlighted within the Equality Act 2010. 

As highlighted out by (Davis & Hill, 2006, p. 6) ‘poverty limits the financial capacity of children (and adults) to travel locally and over distance’. This shows that children who are in poverty or low-income families are less likely to participate in school trips and find the cost problematic because of their financial situation. Although many children find it hard to miss out school trips and feel being socially excluded from that fun opportunity, research has found that ‘some children were excluding themselves from school trips by not taking letters home or asking their parents for the money to attend’ Ridge (2002, cited in Ridge 2006, p. 30). Here, it could be stated that these children or young people were lowering their expectations and hopes in school in response to protect their parents and to reduce financial pressure. It appears important to mention here that poverty reduced the opportunities for children and young people to engage in shared social activities because of the cost of attending social events. 

In relation to attending trips the Equality Act 2010, states that ‘it must be remembered that schools also have many duties, including their duty of care to their pupils and their duty to deliver key areas of the curriculum’ (Department for Education, 2014, p. 16). Here it could be said that by children not being able to access the areas of the curriculum, they will experience exclusion, and this will inevitably lead to a decline in their well-being. It also appears that a characteristic of children who live in poverty will suffer from social exclusion.  This is supported by (Dean, 2016, p. 10) as it states that ‘Social exclusion has been widely used as a synonym for poverty’. 

As pointed out by Bradshaw (2002, quoted in Ridge, 2006, p. 33) that there are a number of children that are living with families where parents do not work, or employment is not an option or a possibility for them. So, in order to prevent and reduce the impacts of poverty on children and young people’s ability to access education and provide them with the best possible lives, emphasis is placed on the government increasing families financial support. Undoubtedly, increasing parental income support is one of the most necessary steps in improving children and young people’s lives and providing them with the opportunity to engage and participate effectively within education. Having increased income support could be considered crucial to inclusion and reducing feeling of exclusion because it allows children and young people to have access to essential learning equipment and materials. Alongside increasing income support for families living in poverty where parents do not work and that their lives are affected by low-income, it is important that they are provided with different sessions associated with the work environment and are giving more training opportunities. So that they gain the skills and capabilities required by workplace. As there has been considerable research showing that people in poverty do not meet the standard skills and knowledge of the work environment, therefore cause them to become unemployed.   

For the government to narrow the gap for children and young people who live in poverty, they have introduced a number of initiatives that work closely with families and children from deprived areas. One of the initiatives to consider is Flying Start. Flying Start is a Welsh Government initiative in tackling child poverty and is offered to families with children under four years of age. The purpose of this initiative is to offer support to children and families who live in poverty and are in needs of financial support. Flying Start also provide several services that helps children and their families to get the best start in life. According to Welsh Government (2019, p. 1) ‘36,367 children benefited from Flying Start services in Wales at any time in 2018-19’. From these findings, it could be concluded that Flying Start has played an important role in reducing the child poverty in Wales. 

‘Listening to the child’ (UNCRC, Article 12) is also a key to helping prevent the impact of poverty on learner’s ability to access education and participate effectively. Being able to listen to children’s concerns is highlighted as one of the most effective ways of preventing the impact of poverty on children and young people’s ability to access education and provide equality for them.  In order to obtain the Article 12 in schools there should be a range of policies in place that would directly and meaningfully respond to a child or young person’s expressed needs. 

[bookmark: _Hlk33428454]To conclude, this essay has not only considered the definition of poverty but also considered a number of social factors that are linked to poverty and can significantly affect children and young people’s ability to engage in education. It has also explained how poverty and social inclusion are linked to each other and affect children’s friendships and social relationships within the educational environment. Throughout the personal research and learning, it appears that poverty can heavily affect children and a young person’s ability to access education and be socially included. Several strategies were mentioned that helps reduce the impact of poverty on learner’s ability to access education such as the implementation of Flying Start programme in deprived areas. A big emphasis was placed on increasing parental income support, as this could be considered as one of the greatest ways of reducing the impact of poverty on learner’s ability to participate in education without any barriers facing them and affecting them to be excluded.
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