What was the Point of Temple Decoration?

What was the point of temple decoration? It changes for each piece of decoration, the materials used and what the decoration was used for, for example to tell a story (like the pediments) or to simply just be for decoration (the back porch). The Parthenon and the Temple of Zeus at Olympia will be two examples of temples that will be used to conclude the point of temple decoration.
	During the Archaic and Doric periods, the temples to the gods were made from wood due to the high cost of transporting stone and marble.[footnoteRef:1] As the composition of the temples changed from wood to stone and marble, techniques from using the wood stayed as part of the decoration for the stone and marble temples; this is proven by the metopes and triglyphs found on big stone and marble temples like the Parthenon[footnoteRef:2][footnoteRef:3] and Temple of Zeus at Olympia, where it is a necessary technique for a wooden temple but is no longer necessary for the temple to stay standing and thus became part of the decoration to stay as traditional as possible.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  http://archive.worldhistoria.com/article-the-legacy-of-wood-in-greek-temples_topic25524.html]  [2:  Woodford, S., 1981, p28]  [3:  Beard, M., 2004, p13]  [4:  http://archive.worldhistoria.com/article-the-legacy-of-wood-in-greek-temples_topic25524.html] 

	Another point of the temple decoration was to make the temple as balanced as possible; according to Susan Woodford, Greeks generally thought temples looked best if it had the same kind of decoration on all four sides.[footnoteRef:5] She also mentions how, if the Greeks had enough money, they would erect a ring of columns to surround the naos, pronaos and the back porch[footnoteRef:6] (room housing the statue, the front porch leading to the naos and the back porch which is just for decoration[footnoteRef:7]). [5:  Woodford, S., 1981, p13]  [6:  Woodford, S., 1981, p13]  [7:  Woodford, S., 1981, p12] 

	Temple decoration can also tell a story, as shown by the pediments. On the Parthenon, the front pediment (the east pediment) shows the story of the birth of Athena, how she sprung fully grown from Zeus’s brain fully clothed in armour ready for Nike to crown her with a laurel wreath signifying victory.[footnoteRef:8] [footnoteRef:9] The pediment on the back porch (the west pediment) shows the story of how Athena and Poseidon competed to be the patron god of Athens,[footnoteRef:10] [footnoteRef:11] which Athena ultimately won with her gift of an olive branch to represent prosperity through peace rather than Poseidon’s gift of a horse signifying prosperity through war. On the Temple of Zeus at Olympia, the east pediment shows a scene during the Olympics where participants are getting ready for the chariot race,[footnoteRef:12] while the west pediment shows a battle between centaurs and the Lapiths with Zeus and Apollo standing together in the middle.[footnoteRef:13] This type of decoration gives honour to the gods by either honouring something they created or by showing off some of their best moments. [8:  Beard, M., 2004. p25]  [9:  Beard, M., 2004, p37]  [10:  Beard, M., 2004, p25]  [11:  Beard, M., 2004, p36]  [12:  https://www.classics.cam.ac.uk/museum/collections/museum-highlights/temple-of-zeus-at-olympia-pediments]  [13:  https://www.classics.cam.ac.uk/museum/collections/museum-highlights/temple-of-zeus-at-olympia-pediments] 

	In conclusion, the point of temple decoration was to make the temple as aesthetically pleasing as possible while still honouring the god or goddess it was dedicated to.
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