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Appendix 4 
 

Observations 

 

Observation 1 – Reception 

 

An interactive whiteboard is used to show videos from the ‘Pen Pals for Handwriting’ 

software. This software contains tasks and activities to encourage pupils to develop their 

fine motor skills. The pupils were completing the actions required on the carpet, but the 

practitioner was using the application themselves. This relates to B Steps from the DCF 

Routes for Learning as they are observing someone online and using gestures to react to a 

stimulus on-screen. When completing phonics tasks, some examples of work were 

evidenced by the practitioner taking pictures on an iPad.  

 

One group at a time is taken to the ICT suite, by 2 teaching assistants, where they were 

able to play maths games using the ‘Top Marks’ website. The devices were set up ready 

for the pupils to use by the Teaching Assistants. During this session, ‘drag and drop’ 

skills were highlighted to pupils so that they were aware of the skills that they would 

require to play the games. The games were demonstrated on the interactive whiteboard 

beforehand. These pupils were developing Progression Step 1 skills of the DCF by 

exploring familiar software.  

 

The walls of the ICT suite showcased work completed by the Foundation Phase, 

including that of the Nursery group, where they had been drawing using the ‘2 Simple’ 

software. In this task, the children were developing the C Steps skill of selecting icons, 

for example, the paint tool. This work also exemplified the development of a Progression 

Step 1 skill as the children had added their name to their work.  

 

Upon speaking to the children, they explained that they enjoyed using the computers as it 

made the work more fun. They stated that they used computers frequently for maths and 

drawing activities, and they have recently used them to make Chinese dragons. Less 

frequently, children are able to use iPads.  

 

 



Student Number: 1706761 

 26 

 

 

Observation 2 – Year 5/6 

 

As it is Safer Internet Day, Year 5/6 were tasked with making an informative presentation 

to promote e-safety to children. The children suggested the use of Vlogs, Films, Videos, 

Poems, and Raps. The encouraged message was for children to ‘Stop-Block-Tell’, when 

they are exposed to negative behaviour online. The children were very aware of the 

dangers of the internet and were well versed in remaining safe online. In this task, the 

class were using the Progression Step 4 Skills of identifying unacceptable behaviour 

online, as well as understanding the implications of online actions. The children were also 

asked to complete an anonymous school survey with regard to online safety and their 

experiences online. This is another Progression Step 4 Skill as learners are analysing 

simple data sets and grouping them appropriately.  

 

When discussing with learners, it was made clear that the school encourage the 

development of digital skills as a range of hardware and software is available for children 

to express themselves using technology. Children discussed having used: 

• Seesaw 

o They are able to upload their work themselves to be viewed by the rest of 

the class and the class teacher. 

o Learners can make comments on each other’s work – viewed by a teacher 

first.  

o Have conversations with the teacher regarding what they have done.  

• QR Codes 

o Access Seesaw 

o Access Online Dictionary, Picture Dictionary, and Thesaurus 

• Digital Leaders 

o Not necessarily MAAT pupils 

o Pupils with a passion for technology 

o Deployed to help staff who need support  

o Digital problems are brought to the leaders, they discuss with the team and 

lead teacher to solve, e.g. new chargers being needed.  
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• HWB is used to record work online 

• Adobe Spark 

• Minecraft  

o Building rocket ships in space theme 

o Projects 

o Free time 

• Doodle… 

o Maths 

o English 

o Spell 

o All related to age  

• Green screen 

o Used for projects 

o Entire corridor painted green to be used for green screen 

• Apple Hub 

• Ozzobots 

o Programming around a maze 

• Scratch 

o Making animations 

o Making games 

• Micromix 

• Digiclub  

o Club on Tuesday lunchtime 

o Year 5/6 teach Year 1/2 how to log on to HWB 

o Half an hour 

o 6-weekly course 

o Different children being taught every half term 

o Teacher present to ensure that only relevant information is being passed on 

o Differentiated for age and ability by speed taught 

• Coding club after school 

• PowerPoints 

• Some teachers require more support than others 
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o General consensus was that most teachers are digitally competent enough 

to support learning, but some are not able to and require extra training and 

support.  

Observation 3 – Year 2 

 

The topic of discussion was Safer Internet Day. It was apparent that some children were 

not aware of what is involved with the term ‘the internet’ as many children said that they 

have only used it at home, despite having used HWB frequently in school. Pupils were 

very familiar in what devices are able to access the internet and were able to describe a 

comprehensive list from mobile phones to smart watches and smart speakers. The class 

were exploring what is appropriate to be shared online, a concept which some were able 

to grasp more quickly than others. Progression Step 2 Skills were being developed here as 

learners were identifying personal information and when to disclose it. Learners were also 

discussing the importance of passwords and why they should be kept private.  

 

Some were using the ‘Thing Link’ app to sort information that should and should not be 

shared, whilst others were using Microsoft Publisher to make a poster detailing what 

should not be shared online. These learners were able to log themselves into the 

computers and also identify the software that they would need.  
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Observation 4 – Year 5 

 

This lesson was also based on Safer Internet Day. A class survey had been completed 

where pupils were asked about their favourite apps and games, if they were allowed to 

use their devices in bed, what their devices are used for, any negative behaviour that they 

have witnessed online, and any age restrictions that their favourite apps and games have. 

The class had also handled and discussed the recorded data and discussed the implications 

of the responses, for example, that using a device in bed may contribute toward a lack of 

sleep, which may impact on their mental health. The discussion of this can be identified 

as a Progression Step 5 skill of the DCF as the children are identifying responsible steps 

to avoid health problems associated with the use of technology. The class plan to compare 

their results with the national average and share their results with parents to make it a 

family discussion topic.  

 

The focus of the lesson was for the children to educate people their age on how to deal 

with negative behaviour online. The class discussed the impact that issues such as 

trolling, leaving people out of games, and leaving people out of friendship groups, has on 

the victims. By the end of the week, pupils will have created a media piece to share with 

others, to encourage the message of ‘Stop-Block-Tell’. This task requires the use of a 

Progression Step 5 skill from the DCF as pupils are evaluating online behaviour, 

considering the consequences of it, and taking action to minimise risks.  

 

Planning squares were used for children to organise their ideas in a way that was visual 

and clear. The children were asked to write about their purpose and audience, effects on 

audience, success criteria, and vocabulary. The vocabulary for the task was decided by 

the class using ‘Mentormeter’, a resource that creates word-clouds for groups based on 

the most popular responses that the group entered. The planning of the class’ project also 

promotes the pupils’ ‘traditional’ literacy skills. Pupils are writing their plans and 

storyboards on paper and working in groups to promote their oracy skills. When creating 

their final piece, the class will able to use whichever apps they choose, they will be able 
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to apply their pre-existing skills to an area that they are interested in, as they are familiar 

with the software that is available.  

 

The class teacher for this group is the lead teacher for DCF in the school. This may be a 

contributing factor to the children being exposed to use more digital skills, most of which 

being identified as Progression Step 5 skills of the Digital Competency Framework.  
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Observation 5 – Assembly 

 

The observed assembly was with Key Stage 2, based on Safer Internet Day 2020. The focus 

of the assembly was ‘Free to be Me’, where internet safety and pupils’ online identities were 

discussed. The assembly was primarily aimed at Years 5/6, although the overall message is 

important for all. The teacher promoted the importance of the pupils being good digital 

citizens and knowing when they should ‘Stop, Block, and Tell’. It was mentioned that some 

parents may not understand the dangers associated with the internet, seemingly agreeing with 

Prensky (2001) implying that many adults are ‘Digital Immigrants’. The PowerPoint and 

script for the assembly was provided by the Safer Internet Day group.  
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Appendix 6 
 

Interview with Digital Leaders 

 

Wednesday 12th February 2020 – 12:40 

 

1. What year groups are you in? 

 

We are a mix of Year 2 to Year 6. Most of us are Year 6. To be a Digital 

Leader, we are interviewed to make sure that we have the right qualities to 

fulfil the role. We need to be resilient enough to keep working at a problem 

until it is solved. Some of us have been Digital Leaders for up to 4 years.  

 

2. What are your roles? 

 

We have a range of roles and responsibilities in the school. We are responsible 

for ensuring that laptops and iPads are connected to their chargers at the end 

of the day and are charged before use.  

 

In our meetings, we are able to ‘tinker’ with new and updated apps, so we are 

able to use them well. We do this for a while before the teacher demonstrates 

how to use the app, including all of its different features. Once we have 

tinkered with the app and understand how to use it effectively, we then report 

back to our class teachers to explain how the app works and what it can be 

used for.  

 

We are also responsible for making sure that all pupils know the rules for apps 

and games, to promote good behaviour. An example is making sure that 

Minecraft is not played in ‘Survival Mode’ as it may damage their work.  

 

Additionally, we are able to suggest new apps that we believe would be 

beneficial to be used in class. We are also able to bring suggestions from other 

children in our classes.  
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3. How can teachers/pupils ask for you?  

a. Is there one in every class? 

 

There are Digital Leaders in every class in Key Stage 2. All Year 6 Leaders 

are paired with a younger child from a Foundation Phase class to make sure 

that messages are passed onto all classes. Older children also have a ‘Buddy 

Class’ where they act as a Digital Leader for a Foundation Phase class.  

 

We have also created a notice board in the school for teachers to refer to when 

they need digital support. It makes note of the different issues that the we are 

able to assist them with and identifies which pupils are Digital Leaders. We 

also have badges to ensure that we are easily identifiable.  

 

4. How often are you asked for? 

 

This depends on the teacher. Some teachers do not call on their Digital 

Leaders at all, whereas others rely on them a lot. Some teachers, who are not 

at all digitally confident, have really increased their use of technology in their 

teaching as a result of having support from Digital Leaders in their class.  

 

5. Have you ever been involved in teacher training for digital skills? 

 

Yes. As part of a Computational Thinking Teacher Training session, we set up 

stalls advertising different ways in which technology could be used in 

teaching. We used ‘Ozobots’, ‘Spyros’, ‘Scratch’, and ‘Lego Reading’. This 

was an after-school session where we stayed behind to encourage teachers to 

try out these new technologies in class.  

 

6. Have you had any special training to help you in this role?  

a. Was this training with an external company, or was it run by a teacher? 
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We have training in meetings. There is no ‘official’ training, we learn on the 

job. We did have training from the ‘Digital Heroes’ group, where we were 

planning on visiting a retirement home to help elderly people with their 

technology. In this training, we were shown how to use the accessibility 

features on devices to make them more user-friendly for the elderly. 

Unfortunately, we couldn’t allocate a day where the retirement home would be 

able to accommodate us which also suited the school’s timetable.  

 

7. Are some teachers in school less digitally confident than others? 

 

Yes. We have noticed that there are certain members of staff that they are 

asked to support more frequently than others.  

 

8. Do you think Foundation Phase teachers are more digitally confident than Key Stage 

2 teachers?  

a. Why? 

 

Key Stage 2 teachers use more technology on a day-to-day basis so would be 

more confident in its use. Foundation Phase teachers will be less confident in 

their use of technology due to a combination of being based on play, and 

having no digital leaders. Foundation Phase use Puppet Edu, SeeSaw, 

ChatterPix, and Hwb.  

 

9. Do you think Foundation Phase (Nursery – Year 2) teachers would be able to teach 

Year 6 digital skills?  

 

The group explained that some would be able to, provided that they were 

made aware of the expectations of the year group. It was stated that the apps at 

this age are more sophisticated and that some teachers would be stronger in 

different areas.  

 

10. Do you think Key Stage 2 (Year 3-Year 6) teachers would be able to teach 

Foundation Phase digital skills?  
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The pupils explained that most teachers could teach certain digital skills to 

Year 1 and Year 2. However, many pupils believed that Key Stage 2 Teachers 

would require specific training for this, especially when going below Year 1.  

 

11. Would you be happy to lead a lesson teaching a digital skill or using an app, in your 

class, if you were more experienced in using it than the teacher? For example, 

Minecraft.  

 

We would be comfortable with this, providing that a teacher was in the class 

to make sure that the rest of the class were listening and behaving.  

 

12. Do you think other pupils would like this? 

 

Some learners may find it better to have software explained to them by a 

classmate, we might use language that they are more likely to understand.  
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Appendix 7 

 
Interviews with teachers 

DCF Lead Teacher 

Friday 14th February 2020 – 9:15 

 

1. What does your role entail? 

 

Initially, my role involved deciphering what DCF actually meant and decoding 

the trickier bits. I then educated the staff and shared the meaning of DCF with 

them. The task following this was to raise staff confidence and promote the 

use of the DCF for learning. To begin with, staff completed an audit to 

identify in which areas they required additional support, with the most 

common area being Computational Thinking. We then discussed how I would 

be able to support them, resulting in training, team teaching, courses, and the 

selection and training of the Digital Leaders.  

 

I also work with the school technician who is here once a week, although I am 

in regular contact with him. I organise technology for the school and make 

financial cases to attain more technology. As lead of DCF, I aim to lead from 

the front by being a good role model for how to use technology in teaching 

and learning, with my class often being guinea pigs to trial new tech before it 

is rolled out across the school. I have developed an action plan for improving 

the implementation of DCF across the school and looking for new and 

interesting ways to implement it.  

 

I have noticed that the role of DCF Lead crosses over with ICT frequently. 

ICT is the acquisition of skills, whereas the DCF is concerned with applying 

these skills across the curriculum.  

 

2. How long have you held the role of DCF Lead? 

 

Since I started at the school 3 years ago. 
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3. As DCF Lead, have you received any additional training that is not available to other 

members of staff? 

 

Yes. I have completed a CSC Leadership course which was free to complete. 

As part of this course, I have formed partnerships with key people in the 

field, as well as with schools who set a good example, to whom I can ask 

questions and get ideas of good practice to share with staff. It was a 2-part 

course with Cadoxton Primary School. It was a brilliant opportunity that a 

surprisingly low number of people take advantage of, I would highly 

recommend it. The training has allowed me to work toward developing a 

team in school. I have also completed an NVQ Innovative Change in 

Leadership course as portal training.  

 

4. Are you responsible for planning staff training for DCF?  

 

Yes. Although, staff must be proactive in their own professional 

development. If they find a course that interests them, it is down to them to 

discuss this with the SLT to arrange their attendance. Every year I collaborate 

a spreadsheet of DCF courses that CSC are running that year. If a member of 

staff is interested in attending that course, they are able to put their name 

down on the spreadsheet. The head then decides who he would like to 

attend each course. Once members of staff have attended the course, they 

are then able to share their experiences and collaborate with other staff 

members.  

 

5. When DCF training is arranged, are teachers asked what areas they would like 

support with? 
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The audit when I first started was useful, however it is likely to be out-of-date 

at this point. The courses that are on the spreadsheet offer all staff members 

the choice of different skills that they could develop.  

 

 

 

 

6. Is DCF training usually run by an external group or a member of staff? 

 

A bit of both. Where possible I do like to invite an external training company 

in. For example, Lit Film Fest often attend to complete projects with us. 

When they last attended, they lead whole school training using Adobe Spark 

for stories. I aim to lead 1 DCF staff training session a term and sometimes 

hold a 5-minute spot in staff meetings to raise awareness of any new apps or 

software that they could use. I believe that little and often is the key for 

development.  

 

7. Do you believe that there is sufficient funding for staff DCF training? 

 

Most courses are free, for example with CSC. Often it does depend on the 

head teacher’s willingness to release staff. Luckily here, the head does view 

DCF as a priority so accommodates this where possible. Some heads do not 

share this view and prefer an old school approach.  

 

8. How often is DCF training? 

 

Little and often. I lead 1 session a term and hold a 5-minute slot in some staff 

meetings.  

 

9. When was the last DCF training session? 

 

Last Monday (3rd February 2020).  
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10. What do you think was the most influential DCF training you have received? 

 

Leadership in Digital Technology in Cadoxton Primary.  

 

11. Have you noticed an improvement in staff confidence as a result of DCF training? 

 

Yes. Particularly with Year 6 staff as they often used to avoid using DCF in 

their teaching. For this reason, children’s digital skills were beginning to slip 

in Year 6. To resolve this, I took time out with both teachers and helped them 

to plan how they could use DCF in lessons effectively. As a result, these 

teachers are now more inclined to have a go. Some teachers do still reserve 

the use of iPads etc for ‘Golden Time’. The Foundation Phases would benefit 

from new iPads as they are not able to use all of the new apps that we have 

found as the iPads are too old.  

 

12. Have you noticed an improvement in pupil confidence as a result of staff confidence? 

 

Yes. There has been a massive improvement.  

 

13. Do you think that at this moment in time, all members of staff would be able to run a 

session that requires the teaching of any of the Year 6 skills? 

 

No. Many would struggle to teach Data and Computational Thinking as it is 

very difficult to decipher the meaning of a lot of the vocabulary. I do however 

think that all members of staff would be able to teach the producing element 

of the DCF. 

 

14. Do you believe that teachers are more digitally confident in Foundation Phase, or Key 

Stage 2?  

a. Why? 
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Key Stage 2. However, I do not get to see a great deal of the Foundation 

Phase DCF as it is difficult to get time out of class to observe. This is also 

linked to tech as a lot of the apps that we use as a school do not work on the 

Foundation Phase iPads, hopefully this will be resolved soon. Naturally, 

Foundation Phase use less technology anyway as there is a lot of focus on 

skills such as writing etc.  

 

15. Do you feel that a sabbatical style scheme for developing the teaching of the DCF 

would be a valuable option for schools? 

 

It depends on the duration of the course. I believe that the best way to learn 

is by having a go. Developing your use of DCF is not only knowing how to use 

the technology, but how to apply it and give the children the best possible 

experience of it. It is difficult to learn this without having constant access to a 

class.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Number: 1706761 

 42 

 
Appendix 8 

 
Year 5/6 Teacher 

 

1. Are you confident in the teaching of digital competency at your age group? 

 

Mostly. I find Computational Thinking to be the most challenging 

element of the DCF. I find that I need to work it all out for myself 

before I teach it. I feel confident in all other areas.  

 

2. Have you received any DCF training? 

 

Yes. I was on a course in October and November based on Data and 

Computational Thinking.  

 

3. How much training have you received?  

 

I have had in-house training on different apps and 2 or 3 DCF training 

sessions.  

 

4. Has your training been run by an external company or a teacher? 

 

There has been a mix. 

 

5. Has any of your training been subject area specific? 

 

Yes. I am involved in a project that is based on using the producing 

element of the DCF in Welsh.  

 

6. Prior to DCF training, have you been asked which areas you would like to develop? 

 

No. However, we were given a list of available CSC courses to choose 

from if we wanted to.  
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7. What is your strongest area of DCF? 

 

Producing.  

 

8. Which area of DCF would you like to improve? 

 

Data and Computational Thinking. 

 

9. Would you be confident in teaching digital competency skills to younger children? 

 

Yes, I’ve done it. Last year I was the DCF Support teacher in 

Foundation Phase.  

 

10. Would you be confident in teaching higher level digital competency skills in order to 

extend MAAT children? 

 

No. However, it does depend on the area.  

 

11. When teaching digital skills, do you differentiate for lower and higher ability 

children?  

 

Depending on the task. I tend to use mixed ability groups when 

promoting the DCF so pupils are able to support each other. I do 

differentiate when I am teaching the skills though.  

 

12. Do you track children’s digital skill development? 

 

No. 

 

13. How do you make use of the school’s Digital Leaders?  
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I use them a lot. I work with a very good Digital Leader who comes up 

with some fantastic ideas for using DCF in lessons. 

 

14. How often do you develop digital skills in your teaching? 

 

Constantly. I doubt that there has been 1 week where my class have 

not used their digital skills. If they have not been using equipment, 

they have been using the unplugged aspects of the DCF. The DCF is so 

entwined with education now that it is just part of it.  

 

15. How often do you use new apps and software in your teaching that you are less 

confident in using? 

 

I do use new apps, but it depends on if I have had time to tinker with 

them first. If I have some children in my class that are confident in 

using the app then I will introduce it to the rest of the class as I know 

that there are children there who can help if I or anyone in the class 

gets stuck. I would also be more comfortable introducing a new 

producing app.  

 

16. If the children in your class were more familiar with a software than you were, would 

you feel comfortable in allowing them to lead that aspect of the lesson? 

 

Yes, definitely.  

 

17. How does the implementation of the DCF impact on a learner’s ability to succeed in 

the 21st Century?  

 

It definitely does have a huge impact. The research shows that 20% of 

all future jobs don’t even exist yet, so the digital skills that children 

are picking up is so valuable. Things have changed so much over the 
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past 20 years, more is set to change. Children need all of these skills 

but it is difficult to decide what skills are the most important. Problem 

solving is one of the most valuable because it encourages them to 

work things out on their own.  

 

18. Do you feel that a sabbatical style scheme for developing the teaching of the DCF 

would be a valuable option for schools? 

 

Yes. It would definitely be helpful for less confident teachers.  
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Appendix 9 

 
Year 3 Teacher 

 

1. Are you confident in the teaching of digital competency at your age group? 

 

Yes. 

 

2. Have you received any DCF training? 

 

Yes. 1 in-house training a while ago. I have been on maternity leave so 

I may have missed some.  

 

3. How much training have you received? 

 

1 session.  

 

4. Has your training been run by an external company or a teacher? 

 

In house.  

 

5. Has any of your training been subject area specific? 

 

No. It was a general session.  

 

6. Prior to DCF training, have you been asked which areas you would like to develop? 

 

Yes. We were given a questionnaire a while ago that we had to fill 

out. We had to write down where we were struggling and where we 

are confident. There was a lot of talk about DCF when it first came out 

but there has not been a great deal since.  
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7. What is your strongest area of DCF? 

 

Producing. 

 

8. Which area of DCF would you like to improve? 

 

Spreadsheets and Computational Thinking.  

 

9. Would you be confident in teaching digital competency skills to younger children? 

 

Yes. 

 

10. Would you be confident in teaching digital competency skills to older children?  

 

No.  

 

11. When teaching digital skills, do you differentiate for lower and higher ability 

children?  

 

No. However, I do give some pupils more support than others and 

pair a higher ability child with a lower ability child.  

 

12. Do you track digital skill development? 

 

In my head I take note of where pupils are with their digital skills, but I 

don’t write anything down.  

 

13. How do you make use of the school’s Digital Leaders?  

 

They go to meetings and teach us how to use new apps when they get 

back. They bring back new ideas for how to use apps for learning.  

 

14. How often do you develop digital skills in your teaching? 
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I use it throughout. At the beginning of Year 3, pupils are introduced 

to a lot of apps at once. Afterwards, a new app is introduced every 

half term, whilst also reinforcing the apps that the children can 

already use.  

15. How often do you use new apps and software in your teaching that you are less 

confident in using? 

 

Not very often, our iPads don’t have a lot of storage. I want to use a 

lot of new apps, but there are a lot of barriers. I am not able to 

download apps directly onto the iPad, I have to speak to the 

technician for him to do it. We have also been warned not to use 

many new apps, it is preferred that we use the same ones that we 

have used before, so the pupils are more experienced in those apps. I 

feel as though we are discouraged from introducing new apps to the 

pupils.  

 

16. If the children in your class were more familiar with a software than you were, would 

you feel comfortable in allowing them to lead that aspect of the lesson? 

 

Yes.  

 

17. How does the implementation of the DCF impact on a learner’s ability to succeed in 

the 21st Century?  

 

I think the implementation of the DCF is good, children need to be 

able to use technology. If the technology that is available is good, 

then it does help the learning. However, if the technology is not up to 

scratch, it can hinder the learning and ruin a lesson. It is important 

that technology is not just used for the sake of it, it should only be 

used if it suits the lesson.  
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18. Do you feel that a sabbatical style scheme for developing the teaching of the DCF 

would be a valuable option for schools? 

 

Not sure. I think that it would only be beneficial for the teachers that 

go. If all of the staff went, it would benefit the school. Passing on 

information doesn’t work, people need to learn for themselves. It is 

hard to learn from second-hand information.  
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Appendix 10 

 
Interview with Year 2 Pupils 

 

Thursday 13th February 2020 – 11:20 

 

1. How often do your teachers use technology in lessons? 

 

Group 1:  ‘We use a lot of technology in lessons: PowerPoint presentations, 

videos, Class Dojo, computer for printing, Read-Write-Ink, and maths. 

Our teacher uses technology nearly every day.’ 

 

Group 2:  ‘We use technology a few times a week.’ 

 

2. What types of technology do they use? 

 

Group 1:  ‘Computers, iPads, iPods, Spell Shed, Doodle Maths, Blue Bots, Bee 

Bots, Google Classroom, City of Relic, Doodle Spell, Doodle English, 

Doodle Tables, Chatter Pics, Chatter Kids, Morpho.’ 

 

Group 2: ‘Minecraft, Spelling Shed, Doodle Maths, Doodle English, Literacy 

Shed.’ 

 

3. Do you enjoy using technology to learn? 

 

Group 1:  ‘Yes. We learn a lot by using technology, it makes the learning 

fascinating and makes it competitive.’ 

 

Group 2:  ‘Yes. It makes learning more fun and its quick.’ 

 

4. Do you think that your teacher should use technology in class more?  

 

Group 1:  ‘No. Our teacher is always on the computer; her eyes will go square.’ 
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 Group 2:  ‘No. She uses it every morning, and a lot in the day for Hwb.’ 

 

5. Do you think your teachers are digitally confident? 

 

Group 1:  ‘Yes. The teacher sometimes asks for Digital Leaders to help other 

pupils on iPads but their main role in the class is to plug in iPads and 

laptops.’ 

 

Group 2:  ‘Yes. She answers all of our questions and solves any problems we 

have with computers and iPads.’ 

 

6. How do you help your teachers with technology? 

 

Group 1:  ‘Sometimes we help her get onto Hwb.’ 

 

Group 2:  ‘No. She doesn’t usually need help. When she does need help, she asks 

other teachers. She asks Digital Leaders to plug in the iPads.’ 

 

7. What new digital skills have you learned this year? 

 

Group 1:  ‘How to race on Spelling Shed.’ 

 

Group 2:  ‘How to make book reviews on an app’ 

 

8. Do your teachers have good digital skills? 

 

Group 1:  ‘Yes. She likes to use Twinkl.’ 

 

Group 2:  ‘Yes. She is brilliant.’ 

 

9. Have you used any new technology/apps/software/websites this year that you haven’t 

used before? 
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Group 1: ‘Safari, Spelling Shed, Doodle Tables, Blue Bots.’ 

 

Group 2: ‘Adobe Spark to make a book review.’ 
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Appendix 11 

 
Discussion with DCF Lead Teacher  

 

It was discussed that whilst many teachers within the school are eager to embrace new 

technology and software to gain a new angle into learning, some are less enthusiastic. A 

provided example was Minecraft for Education. Many children in the school have played 

the game for recreational purposes and are experienced and confident in its controls. 

Some teachers find this intimidating as they feel as though they are not able to teach the 

children how to use it if they have more experience in it. It was highlighted that 

encouraging a positive mindset is vital to avoid these issues as a willingness to learn with 

the children is a skill that allows pupils to lead the learning.  

 

When discussing training, it was stated that fewer apps are introduced to teachers in order 

to use them well. There is only 1 app available on the iPad for each function. For 

example, although there are many good quiz apps available, Kahoot is the only 1 

available on the iPads to avoid over-facing less tech-confident teachers. Apps are also 

distributed according to age groups, so practitioners are aware of which apps are 

appropriate for their classes.  

 

It was mentioned that some upper Key Stage 2 practitioners tend to require digital support 

frequently and consider themselves to be “digital dinosaurs”. However, as more tech-

savvy pupils are joining their classes, they are feeling more confident in their use of 

technology in lessons. After being taught by digitally confident teachers, pupils have a 

tendency to arrive at their new classes the following term with improved digital 

confidence. With a class of digitally confident learners, teachers are encouraged to let 

children lead the learning when using technology.  

 


