Task 1: Identify the author’s claim

The author’s claim is not stated explicitly, but the author’s main point can be summarised as:
“Self –praise is necessary for career advancement”
“Modesty is inappropriate in a competitive work environment”
“Bragging leads to success at work”
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Task 2 - Identify the claim & evaluate the Evidence
Claim: Bottled water has no safety benefits and can contribute to pollution, so sales are dropping.
Evidence: NRDC report on undeclared use of tap water in bottles; rates of contamination; expert opinion on plastic bottles and recycling rates

Accuracy: 
· Do you have information about bottled water contents that is independent of what you have read here?
· Do you and people you know regularly recycle water bottles
· Have you previously read about this issue or seen documentaries about it? If so, you may have an independent basis for judging the accuracy of evidence here
Precision:
· The figures about consumption of bottled water, the amount of water needed to produce bottles, and the recycling rate do help to increase our confidence in the accuracy of this claim
· The statement about 72 billion gallons of water that are required to produce the plastic water bottles gives the impression that research was done to come up with that number
· Precision would have been improved with fewer round numbers like “more than 100 brands” or “less than 20%” recycling of bottles. 
Sufficiency:
· The evidence for environmental problems and contamination may be sufficient for a text of this length
· There is insufficient evidence about dropping sales – No figures about changes in sales over time are provided, so this part of the claim is not convincing

Representativeness:
· The text refers to Europe as well as worldwide evidence. On the other hand, most of the evidence comes from institutes that embrace environmental cause – one begins to wonder whether the inclusion of neutral source of information might have been desirable.
· Testing over 100 brands seems to be a good-sized sample

Authority:
· The Guardian is a well-respected newspaper, and citing the work of researchers like Dr. Todd Jarvis, who clearly have expertise in the field is persuasive.

Clarity of expression:
· The claim was clearly stated and the evidence was presented in readable prose.

