Literature Review

The police service is an ever-growing organisation whereby it is consistently assessed and reviewed not only by themselves by also by independent bodies such as His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Service and The Independent Office for Police Conduct. Work that is consistently being carried out by the independent bodies, identifies changes to be made, one category being the components of personal protective equipment used by the police service. 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), is equipment, which is utilised to provide protection from hazards, which are more commonly used in a workplace to provide protection form hazards associated with that type of work (Smith, L, 2022). Workers who may be exposed to risk, are provided with suitable personal protective equipment by their employer (Police Federation, 2023). 
As the police service is continually reviewing and reflecting on the service provided and continue to make developments in policing, this also includes the personal protective equipment provided to police officers. Personal protective equipment has continued to be modernised and has drastically changed since the early era of policing. Officers typically wear uniforms provided to them; they are not required to purchase them. Trousers, an operational shirt, a jacket, a high-visibility blouse, a lightweight jacket with high visibility and headgear make up a typical uniform. The body armour is one of the most crucial components of PPE. Wearing this armour as near to the body as possible will protect officers. Tasers, batons, handcuffs, helmets, safety harnesses, eye protection, respiratory protective equipment, etc. are additional items. Although officers are not required to wear all protective gear at all times, they should utilise it as needed and in accordance with their training (Banks, D, 2022). 
On a daily basis police officers are tasked with making a number of decisions of a wide variation and also have a duty to intervene in situations which should not be happening and require involvement to put the situation back right (Bittner, 1974 quoted by Klahm, C.F., Tillyer, R ,2010). The wide variation covers functions notably fighting crime, maintaining order, or keeping the peace, delivery of service, problem solver and dispenser of force. Authority is given to the police to use a different degree of force to ensure the co-operation and compliance of the public who become involved in situations requiring police action (Klahm, C.F., Tillyer, R ,2010).
It is noted by Brown, J (2021), “Police officers can use proportionate and necessary force in the course of their duties”. The authority given to police enables police officers to apply common law powers that authorise the use of force on civilians. The common law powers available and at the disposal of police officers are namely Section 3, Criminal Law Act 1967 and Section 117, PACE. The Criminal Law Act of 1967, Section 3, permits the use of reasonable force to deter crime or support a valid arrest which slightly differentiates to where police officers are permitted to use reasonable force in the exercise of their PACE powers under Section 117. When a use of force is carried out by police officer, the forced used must be justified by the officer, proportionate and reasonable in the circumstances they are faced with, and a minimum amount of force is to be used to achieve the result desired by the police officer. A police officer must be able to justify and account for the amount of force they have used whilst carrying out their duty. As well as using force when protecting the public, investigating crime and preventing crime, police officers may also use force in the defence of any other person and also themselves. As reasonably as possible non-violent methods should be used before the use of any force, and when the force is used it should be again necessary and reasonable.
Through the use of this level of force there could be major implications and such implications need to be considered by the police officers. Police officers should also consider further the implications of using force when dealing with children or vulnerable people. All individual officers are responsible and accountable for their use of force, and they must be able in law to justify the use of force and actions which they have used and this should be recorded and reported as soon are reasonably practicable to do so. Should there be any threat or potential of death or serious injury towards any person, involving a police officer, this is where potentially lethal or lethal force should be used.  (Brown, 2021).
Langford, L. (2023) notes “deadly or lethal force is what law enforcement may use in extreme conditions where other types of force are not available of efficient. Deadly force is defined as physical force that can potentially cause death or serious bodily harm to a person”. Tasers can cause debilitating injuries and can be life threatening despite being marketed as a weapon which is less lethal. Since 2018 it has been reported by Amnesty International 18 deaths across England and Wales were as a result of tasers used by the police (Meyer, N. 2023).
An introduction of Taser as personal protective equipment is arguably the most noticeable change in the United Kingdom. Following introduction of Taser in 2003, it is said that the purpose of Taser being allocated as personal protective equipment to police officers was to bridge the gap between the use of firearms and incapacitant spray. Alongside being labelled as ‘Taser’ it is also referred to as a Conducted Energy Device (CED) or a (Conducted Energy Weapon). Due to the intention of incapacitating a person without causing any serious injury or death, Tasers are said to belong is a list of technologies categorised as ‘less lethal’ (Dymond, A, 2018). For a person to become incapacitated by a Taser, the handheld device fires two small darts, which range up to a distance of 35 feet, transmitting 50,000 volts. The delivery of the electric shock depends on the darts penetration and with the ability to penetrate clothing, the result of a successful penetration promotes a temporary incapacitation by disrupting the nervous system (Plouffe, W, 2023). It is noted by Dymond, A (2018) “the Independent Police Complaints Commission noted an ‘obvious mismatch between the public perception that Taser is a high-level use of force.” It is reported that the use of Taser is safe, provided that the use by the police officer is lawful however there is a potential of injury to a person which a Taser is used upon.  

In the United Kingdom, the policing model is reliant upon the public’s trust alongside the public’s consent. This confidence is founded on the public's perception of how the police treat them as well as the police's effectiveness and skill in combating various crimes and upholding order (Mynenko, K, Ditcham, K. ,2022). Closely linked to the legitimacy of law enforcement, the public’s confidence in law enforcement is a critical issue is any country. If the public do not have confidence in the police resulting in low or zero trust, members of the public will be reluctant to contact police to request their services and report crimes (Goudriaan, Wittebrood, & Nieuwbeerta, 2006 , quoted by Hyunseok J, Hee-Jong Joo, Jihong, Z, 2010). A key indicator of police performance is public trust in the force. The perceptions of personal safety and fear of crime among residents are known to be significantly influenced by their confidence in the police. People tend to feel more personally safe and less afraid of crime when they have more positive views towards the police (Nofziger & Williams, 2005, quoted by Hyunseok J, Hee-Jong Joo, Jihong, Z, 2010). The public’s willingness to cooperate with police can be influenced by an increase in trust and confidence as a result of a positive experience (Miller and D’Souza, 2016; Wedlock and Tapley, 2016 cited by Gov.uk 2023). Social standards, values, and beliefs are strongly linked to an individual's perceptions and attitudes towards the police. As a result, people with diverse cultural and political backgrounds and from other societies may have differing opinions about the police (Huebner et al., 2004, Payne and Gainey, 2007). It is noted by Mynenko, K, Ditcham, K (2022) “according to the 2020 Crime Survey of England and Wales, public confidence in the police has been on a downward trend over the last two years – from 62% in 2017 to 55% in 2020.” According to certain research, individuals with mental health conditions, members of indigenous and minority populations, and those who have used drugs or alcohol are more likely to be tasered (Gau et al. 2010, cited by Dymond, A, 2018).
In the case of Jordan Walker-Brown, who was paralysed after being tasered by police which he believes was a result of being targeted because he is black. As a result of being pursued by police officers, Walker-Brown jumped up onto a wall, when a taser was discharged at him. Walker-brown fell over the wall and landed on a concrete path around 2 metres below the wall and close to a canal. Walker-Brown believed that should he have been of a different race to being a young black male, he would not have been subjected to any attention from the police. As a result of previous personal experiences with the police as a young black male, Walker-Brown is very fearful of being alone in the presence of police, and believes this is the same feeling amongst most black males (Kelly, J, 2020).
Following an incident in Port Talbot, South Wales, two police officers attended an address in relation to a domestic incident. Whilst officers were dealing with the incident, the male subject involved lunged at police officers whilst in possession of a large kitchen knife. As a result of one police officer drawing taser the male responded by holding the large kitchen knife to his own throat, where by police officers discharged taser and the male was then arrested. As a result of taser, the incident resulted in all parties being safe and well despite emotional trauma, especially to the police officers (Evans, J, 2022).
When police officers are faced with a person reacting with aggressive physical resistance, officers who were in possession of taser were more likely to respond with the use of taser than the use of other personal protective equipment such as baton and pepper spray. Alternatively when police officers were dealing with non-aggressive resistant person, it has been found that the presence of Taser did not impact on how officers would deal with the persons involved in the incident (Dymond, A , 2018). In the case of Jordan Walker-Brown, Walker-Brown stated “But what they are not entitled to do is use a Taser on me when they knew that I did not pose any threat to them whatsoever. I was running away from them," (Kelly, J, 2020). Similarly, the data seemed to indicate that officers were employing Tasers rather than firearms in situations that were deemed "potentially lethal. (Dymond, A, 2018).
Knife and sharp object crimes have become more common in British society; in 2018, they hit a nine-year high. (Office for National Statistics, 2019 quoted by Browne, K.D, Green, K, Jareno- Ripoll, S, Paddock, E. (2022).  In British Law, knife crime is defined as a crime as a result of carrying a weapon being a knife or sharp object with the intent of using it to harm themselves, or to threaten or harm another person (quoted by Browne, K.D, Green, K, Jareno- Ripoll, S, Paddock, E, 2022,Allen & Audikas, 2019). It is noted by National Police Chief’s Council (2019) “Some knife incidents may be suitable for the deployment of TASER®, whilst others will require a firearms response, depending on the circumstances, threat and risk presented in each case.”

Amnesty International USA, who are a human-rights organization, reported since 2012 as a result of Taser being used by law enforcement in the United States there has been at least 500 deaths. This disagrees with the claim made that Taser use is “non-lethal”. However Numerous fatalities have been linked to associated medical issues like heart disease, drug use while a taser was being deployed (Plouffe, W, 2023). Following a case in the U.K where as a result of taser being discharged, a male suffered a cardiac arrest whereby the male has claimed that this was a breach of article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights, which documents that everyone has the right to be protected. Alongside a consideration for a breach of article 2, there is also consideration for a breach of article 3 that no one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment (Khan, S, 2013). 



