Literature Review/Theoretical Framework
This literature review will determine whether all front-line officers should carry a taser as standard, specifically comparing different forces and why some give tasers to all officers whilst other do not. The minimum time for police officer training on the use of Tasers in the UK is 18 hours, with a minimum of 6 hours refresher training per year (Independent Police Complaints Commission, 2014).  The Independent Police Complaints Commission in the UK highlighted there is a clear difference between the public and police view on when the taser is justified. There are limited academic studies available that have data on the benefits of the taser on both police safety and minimising crime. 
 To analyse whether all front-line officers should be taser trained as standard, I will look at the following three objectives:
-To explore if officers feel that all frontline officers should be taser trained as standard
-To explore if the taser is the safest weapon for front-line officers to use and analyse the public perception on taser use
-To identify if police having a tasers acts as a deterrent and see if it increases officer safety on the frontline
The Police Firearms Officers Association discuss an incident whereby a front-line officer was slashed in the neck. They believe had that officer been issued with a taser they would have had an effective tactical option against their attacker and potentially avoided the inflicting of the injuries on themselves (PFOA, 2023). The police federation also support this viewpoint as they strongly support the roll out of all front-line officers being equipped with a taser as the believe it is an effective means of dealing with dangerous situations on the street and is a less lethal option than other firearms. The ministry of police in Queensland released information that supports all officers carrying a taser. They stated that using a taser reduces the risk of injury to officers, offenders, and members of the public (Crime and corruption commission). In a publication by the US Police Quarterly, it was suggested that ‘officers can use tasers at a greater distance than hands-on tactics’, enhancing officer safety (Paoline et al. 2012). An inquest conducted by IPCC supports this as their findings suggested that that was more concern about police using physical force, which seems like ‘fighting’. This confirms the taser is less aggressive as they do not actually need to be used in a way that may seem like the officer has a lack of control (IPCC, 2016). Supporting this perspective is the Home Secretary’s proposal for the introduction of more powerful Tasers to the police (Kentish, 2017). However, Nina Meyer’s (2023) study into the impact of Taser guns opposes this information as it states all officers should not have a taser as it’s becoming increasingly used as a compliance tool rather than a potential lethal weapon, perpetuating its unequal use. It is not confirmed where this data came from and may suggest it wasn’t front line officers, those of a higher rank may have a lack of understanding as to the risks the front-line officers are facing out on the streets and may be more focused on the publics perspective on officers carrying tasers as standard. Mary Walsh (2011) also has the same view as her study identifies how officers with access to a taser are reaching for the weapon too quickly when there are other ways to deescalate situations, therefore officers taking advantage of the weapon rather than being utilised only when needed. However, this study only analyses taser use from the public view rather than why those officers felt it was justified for the taser to be used in that incident. Oliver Feeley-Sprague, Amnesty UK’s police and security programme director identifies that a taser is not suitable for every officer due to a large number of officers failing the taser training, either in the proficiency of using it or due to their judgement on when to use it (K.Baker, 2019). Furthermore Irwin Mitchell (2024) discusses how having a taser comes with additional responsibility which may not be suitable to all officers either. By carrying a taser the police are putting a great amount of trust in that individual and trusting they only use the taser when it is deemed ‘reasonable’, this is all additional pressure that some officers may not want. The National Police Chief council also do not support the full roll out of tasers as they don’t believe there is enough necessity for every officer to carry a taser and suggest a lower number of tasers will help increase public confidence in the effectiveness of the police.
Majority of the research relating to tasers discusses the negatives and risk of injury and death (Y.Lin, T.R.Jones, 2010). These concerns are intensified when Tasers are used on people experiencing mental distress (O'Brien & Thom, 2014). There are risks to the use of taser, but do they outweigh the risk of the crime that could be committed if not deployed? Was it the most suitable weapon to be used in that incident? Despite being a very “current” topic of discussion there is limited information from the police perspective as to whether they feel the taser is the safest weapon. The taser is thought to be a less lethal weapon however Amnesty international reported that in 2018 that police tasers has resulted in at least 18 deaths in England and Wales since 2003 (N.Meyer, 2023). In 2015, a jury at the inquest of Jordan Begley, 23, delivered a narrative verdict concluding he died partly as a result of being "inappropriately and unreasonably" Tasered and restrained by Greater Manchester Police officers two years earlier.  On the other hand the use of force reporting in the UK indicates that Taser is relatively safe providing it is used lawfully. Considering that the taser has been deployed on over 26 000 occasions in the 4 years to March 2021 and injury levels remain low it demonstrates the taser to be a relatively safe weapon.  A taser is often a better option than other uses of force to succeed in resolving a violent encounter (A.Bleetman, A.E. Hepper, R.D. Sheridan, 2022). Police insight support this and report it has been proven that the taser is safer than other uses of force such as firearms, baton strikes, punches. Research carried out to explore the effects of various uses of force in the US discovered that officers were unaffected by the use of tasers, whereas the odds of officer injury increased slightly when OC spray was used (MacDonald et al. 2009). Research displays that the effects of the OC spray on the victim and officer are worse than those of the taser. The spray means have you to get a closer distance to the offender and can be ineffective if there is wind as it is diverted away from the offender due to the weather. It also will not work effectively if the individual is wearing glasses or a balaclava. There is also no known long-term effects of being exposed to a taser (Policing Insight, 2023). Research carried out by Austin, TX. highlights that officers responding to calls in high crime areas were more likely to react with high levels of force compared to other softer tactics. (Lee et al., 2014). The public opinion was that the taser is to be used in the highest risk incidents only, moreover police believe the taser presents a lower risk than other options (IPCC 2014, p. 25). Often it is assumed that the public have a negative perceptive on the ‘use of taser’ however this isn’t always the case. NPCC’s claim that Tasers lower public confidence, yet when PFEW conducted a survey asking the public, the response was relatively positive.
The Police Federation confirm that in 85% of cases where a taser is drawn it is not fired as the deterrent is enough, this protects officers as well as communities. Sussex Police also support this and believe that the taser acts as a deterrent due to its publicity by the press and social media it has meant most suspects are aware of the effects of the taser and often surrender before it needs to be used. The taser stands out due to being yellow so often it just being visible is enough to deescalate the situation without it being deployed (Sussex Police, 2024). Lancashire Police published data in 2017 that highlighted the taser was pulled out 151 times in 2016, however on most occasions it was never actually deployed due to the presence of the taser helping come to a swift conclusion. As well as reporting year on year a decrease in the number of times the taser was used, which demonstrates it is only being used when it is proportionate with the threat the officer is faced with (Lancashire Guardian, 2017). With the taser acting as a deterrent it demonstrates the benefits of officers being taser trained as standard. Surveys in 2016 showed 14% of officers had access to a taser in England and Wales but a further 43% wanted access it. In Autum 2019 the same survey was released and 89% of officers said they wanted to routinely carry a taser. The same poll was conducted with the public and 73% of people said all officers should carry a taser as standard. This data supports my view that taser training should be added to officers initial training. College of Policing carried out surveys in 2019 and their results showed that the odds of an officer being assaulted when the taser was drawn were lowered, but they increased when deployed. These findings suggest that when the taser is drawn it acts as a deterrent (College of Policing, 2023). Policing insight report that all front-line officers deserve to have a taser to protect themselves as well as the public. It is still unknown if it is comparable to the UK but Seattle Police Department in the US have reported a 48% decrease in suspect injury in incidents where force was necessary following the introduction of the taser as well as France reporting a 15% decrease in firearm usage against suspects in violent incidents (Policing Insight, 2023). On the contrary to this research Dr Barak Ariel from Cambridges institute of Criminology reported that the presence of a taser “provokes a pattern where suspects become more aggressive towards officers, who in turn respond more forcefully”.  This opposes the above and suggest the taser being visible stimulates more aggression (University of Cambridge, 2018). 

Emerging topics:
One key area that kept getting highlighted was police use of force and whether use of the taser is justified. It is estimated that in England and Wales around 11% of police officers carry a taser (Laville 2013), and that it is fired, on average, 5 times a day (Home Office 2016). Many studies identify the use of police force however do not look specifically into the taser. Despite the large body of police use of force research, little research has examined the ordinal nature of police force from physical to intermediate to deadly force (McCarthy et al., 2018; Terrill et al., 2007). Many articles also look at the behavioural triggers that cause the taser to be deployed. There are multiple factors and reactions from the offender that can cause a scenario to escalate/deescalate a situation and research analyses what behaviours cause triggers and therefore prompt the taser to be deployed. Terrill and Reisig (2003) reported that “officers are significantly more likely to use higher levels of force when encountering criminal suspects in high-crime areas and neighbourhoods with high levels of concentrated disadvantage independent of suspect behaviour and other statistical controls” (p. 307). There is limited available data on whether other uses of force are a better solution than the taser so this is something I will look to explore further. Crow and Adrion (2010) compare the use of the taser against other uses of force, with data being retrieved from an anonymous police department. Multiple studies provide evidence that male officers use force at greater rates than female officers (Crawford & Burns, 2008; Garner et al., 2002; Lawton, 2007); however, Terrill and Reisig (2003) found no distinct relationship between officer gender and the use of force. Despite these findings majority of the research has no significant pattern between use of force and its link to age, gender or race and results are inconsistent, especially with regards to race and ethnicity. These studies are looking at data on the frequency of taser use and if there is a link to gender, race etc but they are missing the reasoning behind the taser being deployed. Taser use is linked to crime rates and many studies are not reviewing the correlation between higher crime rates in certain genders, age or race. It is likely there is increased use of taser against certain groups of people as that group of people have higher crime rates.
To conclude there is minimal academic research on the use of tasers in the UK, most information is around public perception and available data is from United States and it is not confirmed if these are comparable results in the UK (A.Dymond, 2018) due to the differences in police departments and the access to different uses of force in different countries.  Furthermore, there are many articles around the negatives of the taser such as injury and death and why tasers shouldn’t be used due to its risk, rather than looking at the officer’s risk in the incident and why it is was justified in that scenario. Majority of books, videos, journals all highlight the risks of the taser therefore I will be taking a more positive stance looking at how the public are being protected using taser. Many articles seem to highlight the polices concern about their ‘image’ and how they look to the public in order to gain their confidence and trust but are not analysing this from the officers point of view. It appears officer safety is less important than the public perception of the police force. Overall, the public have a very negative view on the use of taser which I believe is due to social media and what is displayed online giving this bad reputation. This information is based on limited data, gained from small samples and therefore not necessarily comparable or accurate for all police forces. Personally, I believe there is a need to train public on the positives of the taser and how the officer that deploys the taser has the public safety at the heart of their decision, this in turn will help to change their perception and gain their trust moving forward. Given that the methodological approach of surveying individuals both inside and outside the police force in the same study has not been widely explored in policing literature, my findings can provide important implications for policy and research. Following the above research, I believe all officers should be trained to use a taser however they should have to successfully complete a year on the front line prior to taser training. Having a taser has a significant amount of responsibility and new officers with no experience may not have the confidence to effectively utilise it alongside all their other training. 
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