
From Village to Empire: an 
Introduction to the History of Rome 

Workshop 1: Sources and how to cite 
them 
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753 BC (traditional) – foundation of  Rome 

510-509 BC (traditional) – expulsion of  the kings and the establishment of  the 

Republic 

c. 200 BC – Q. Fabius Pictor writes the first history of  Rome 

44 BC – assassination of  C. Julius Caesar 

Livy (59 BC – AD 17) composes his history of  Rome 
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Dionysius on Fabius Pictor’s work 
 
Dionysius of Halicarnassus Roman Antiquities 1.6.2: … 
[the Roman historians] who related in Greek the early 
achievements of the city; the oldest of these writers are 
Q. Fabius and L. Cincius, who both flourished during the 
Punic Wars.  Each of these men related the events at 
which he himself had been present with great 
exactness, as being well acquainted with them, but 
touched only in a summary way upon the early events 
that followed the founding of the city. 



An overview of Livy’s work 
 

Books   Summary of their content  
1-5    From the foundation of the city (traditionally, 753) up to the sack of 
    Rome by the Gauls (traditionally, 390) and the subsequent 
    recovery of the city 
6-10   The Samnite wars 
11-15   The conquest of Italy, including the war with Pyrrhus 
16-20   The First Punic War 
21-30    The Second Punic War 
31-45    Events until the end of the war with Perseus of Macedon (167) 
46-50    The final subjugation of Greece and Asia 
51-60    Internal affairs from the fall of Carthage to the legislation of C. 
    Gracchus 
61-70     The thirty years between C. Gracchus and M. Livius Drusus 
71-80    Civil wars until the death of C. Marius (86) 
81-90    Civil wars until the death of Sulla (78) 
91-100    The rise of Pompey to 66 
101-110    The dominance of Pompey 
111-120   Civil war, from the death of Pompey (48) to the death of Cicero (43) 
121-142   An appendix on contemporary events [?] 



Aemilius Paulus 
Antony 
Brutus 
Caesar 
Camillus 
Cato the Older 
Cato the Younger 
Gaius Gracchus 
Cicero 
Crassus 
Flamininus 

Galba 
Lucullus 
Marius 
Marcellus 
Numa 
Pompey 
Romulus 
Sertorius 
Sulla 
Tiberius Gracchus 

Plutarch’s Roman Lives 



Marcellus leaves his winter quarters 



Navigating literary texts 

Book number (book 27) 
 
 
Main topic of these 
pages (modern addition) 
along with date (209 BC) 
 
 
Paragraph numbers of 
first and last sentences 
of the facing pages 
 
 
Chapter or paragraph 
numbers (12 and 13) 
 
 
Page numbers (modern 
addition) 



Livy 27.12 



Book number 
(3) 
 
 
Poem number 
(16) 
 
 
Line numbers 
 
 

Propertius 
3.16.5 

Poetry 



Loeb Classical Library Book number 
(9), along with 
first and last 
sentences of 
facing page 
(9.18.18-
9.19.5) 
 
Date of events 
(AUC 435 or 
319 BC) 
 
 
Paragraph 
number (19) 
 
Sentence 
numbers 
 
 
Textual issues 

Latin text English translation  



Citing modern editions of ancient texts 



Plutarch, Brutus 27 or Plutarch, Makers of Rome, page 246? 



Do not cite ancient works by the title of modern editions (e.g. the Penguin edition). 
  
Do not cite ancient works by page number in any modern edition, as this varies with 
edition, and is also less precise.  Give book and paragraph numbers, or book and line 
numbers, or the number of the poem and the line numbers. 
  
Incorrect 
Polybius, The Rise of the Roman Empire, page 171. 
This is only useful if your reader has access to precisely the same edition of Polybius as 
the one you’ve used. 
The title The Rise of the Roman Empire is modern; it was devised by someone who works 
for Penguin books.  These titles can be misleading (see the titles used by Penguin for 
Plutarch’s biographies – these titles do not tell your reader to which biography you’re 
referring). 
  
Correct 
Polyb. 2.171. 
This is useful to everyone, regardless of which edition of Polybius your reader has in front 
of them. 
Not only will using the abbreviation ‘Polyb.’ save you time, it’ll save you words too. 
 



Common abbreviations 
 
Modern scholars frequently employ abbreviations.  It’s useful to know how to 
use these, because 1] you can use them, to save words and to make your essay 
look more professional, and 2] you’ll often need to track down ancient sources 
from modern abbreviations. 
 
Plut. Fab. 6 
 
Plut. Brut. 27 
 
Hom. Il. 2.150 
 
Thuc. 5.64 
 
Cic. Nat. D. 2.10 
 
App. Pun. 1.50 
 

Many common abbreviations can be found in the Oxford Classical Dictionary, 
which is in the reference section of the library and is also available online 
(Oxford Reference Online, via Athens). 



The same also applies to online editions 
 
Texts can be found on numbers web pages, and the same 
system of book and paragraph numbers applies. 
 
Corpus Scriptorum Latinorum 
http://www.forumromanum.org/literature/index.html  
 
Lacus Curtius 
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/home.html 
 
Library of Ancient Texts Online (LATO) 
http://sites.google.com/site/ancienttexts/  
 
Perseus 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/  
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How best to approach a text 
 

1. Author 
 
Who is the author?  When did he live?  What was he writing?  What was the purpose of the 
work?  Who was the intended audience? 
 
N.B. When writing an analysis of a passage of text for an assignment or in an exam, do not 
simply write a biography of the author.  Only mention details of the author’s life and times if 
they are immediately relevant to the passage, and only mention those details which are 
immediately relevant. 
 

2. Historical and literary context 
 
Where?  When?  What factors may have influenced what and how the author wrote? 
What is the context of the specific passage itself (i.e. in the book)?  What is the context of 
the book itself (in the work as a whole)? 
 

3. Textual analysis 
 
A close reading of the evidence: what is the author actually saying? 
 

4.  Conclusions 



Livy 2.1.1-3 
 
The new liberty enjoyed by the Roman people, their achievements 
in peace and war, annual magistracies, and laws superior in 
authority to men will henceforth be my theme.  This liberty was the 
more grateful as the last king had been so great a tyrant.  For his 
predecessors so ruled that there is good reason to regard them all 
as successive founders of parts, at least, of the city, which they 
added to serve as new homes for the numbers they had themselves 
recruited.  Nor is there any doubt that the same Brutus who earned 
such honour by expelling the haughty Tarquinius, would have acted 
in an evil hour for the republic had a premature eagerness for 
liberty led him to wrest the power from any of the earlier kings. 



Livy 4.20 
 
Following all previous historians, I have stated that Aulus Cornelius Cossus was a 
military tribune when he brought the second spoils of honour to the temple of 
Jupiter Feretrius.  But besides that only those are properly held to be the ‘spoils 
of honour’ which one commander has taken from another commander, and that 
we know no commander but him under whose auspices the war is waged, the 
very words inscribed upon the spoils disprove their account and mine, and show 
that it was as consul that Cossus captured them.  Having heard from the lips of 
Augustus Caesar, the founder or renewer of all the temples, that he had entered 
the shrine of Jupiter Feretrius, which he repaired when it had crumbled with age, 
and had himself read the inscription on the linen breast-plate, I have thought it 
would be almost sacrilege to rob Cossus of such a witness to his spoils as Caesar, 
the restorer of that very temple.  Where the error in regard to this matter lies, in 
consequence of which such ancient annals and also the books of the magistrates, 
written on linen and deposited in the temple on Moneta, which Licinius Macer 
cites from time to time as his authority, only give Aulus Cornelius Cossus as 
consul (with Titus Quinctius Poenus) seven years later, is a matter on which 
everyone is entitled to his opinion.   
 



Livy 6.42.9-12 
 
After desperate struggles the Senate and the dictator were beaten [in 
their opposition to the election of consuls one of whom might be 
plebeian], and the measures advocated by the tribunes were adopted.  An 
election of consuls was held, against the wishes of the nobles, and 
resulted in the choice of Lucius Sextius, the first of the plebeians to attain 
that honour.  Even this did not end their disputes.  The patricians declared 
that they would not ratify the election, and the affair had almost led to a 
secession of the plebs and threatened other terrible embroilments, when 
the dictator finally proposed a compromise which allayed the discord: the 
nobles gave way to the plebs in regard to the plebeian consul, and the 
plebs conceded to the nobles that they might elect from the patricians 
one praetor to administer justice in the city.  Thus after their long quarrel 
the orders were reconciled at last.  The Senate decided that this was a 
fitting occasion to honour the immortal gods – who deserved it then, if 
ever at any time – be celebrating the Great Games. 


