To write a 2000-word review of a social science research article, students should follow this structured format:
Introduction
Briefly introduce the article by stating its title, author(s), and publication details. Summarize the research problem, theoretical framework, and purpose of the study. Highlight the author’s main argument or thesis, linking it to broader disciplinary themes or debates.
Summary of the Work: provide a concise overview of the article’s content, focusing on:
· Research objectives: What questions or hypotheses guided the study?
· Ethics: how well does the article address any ethical implications arising?
· Methods: Describe the methodology (e.g., qualitative/quantitative, data sources, sample size).
· Key findings: Summarize the results and conclusions. Keep this section objective and avoid analysis.
Critical Analysis: evaluate the article’s strengths and weaknesses using these criteria:
1. Theoretical contribution: Does the work advance understanding of the topic? How does it relate to other studies in the field?
2. Methodological rigor: Assess the appropriateness of methods, sampling, and data analysis. Identify limitations (e.g., bias, generalizability).
3. Appropriateness of methods used: what methods were used, were these methods most suitable for the context of the study and its research question?
4. Gaps and omissions: Highlight unresolved questions or underrepresented perspectives.
5. Significance: Discuss the scholarly or practical implications of the findings16.
Conclusion
Summarise your assessment: Reiterate the article’s strengths and limitations. Reflect on its overall impact in the field and suggest areas for future research.
Formatting Tips:
· Use Harvard referencing for citations and references.
· Write in clear paragraphs with transitions between sections.
· Maintain a formal tone and support critiques with evidence from the article and related literature.
This structure ensures a balanced review that combines summary, critical engagement, and contextualization within the social sciences.
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