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1 Blog Post 1: The Impact of Climate Change on Global Society
Climate change is one of the biggest issues which we currently face on our planet. It poses a significant danger to ecosystems, businesses and communities globally as was described in Unit 1 of this study. Many consequences stem from the rise in global temperatures that are instigated mostly by human actions including the use of fossil fuels, cutting down trees, and industrial processes. 
Another of the most significant impacts of climate change is the increase in extreme weather events. Heat waves, droughts, floods and hurricanes are becoming more frequent and intense. However, these occurrences have ripple effects on human health, the availability of water, and the production of food in the future. For instance, long dry seasons lead to crop failures and increased food prices which affect the vulnerable citizens in the society. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), global temperatures are set to increase by 1 if the current trends persist. 5°C over pre-industrial levels by 2040 (IPCC, 2021). 
Social injustice is real and climate change amplifies it. The most affected groups are often the most susceptible, including low-income areas, indigenous peoples, and inhabitants of developing countries. They often rely on natural resources in their daily lives and have less capacity to adapt to new conditions. Competition for resources and more population movement may be expected due to this. The World Bank report published in 2018 estimated that a total of ninety-nine million people may be pushed to extreme poverty by 2030 due to climate change impacts.
Secondly, when the result of melting polar ice caps and glaciers leads to a rise in sea levels, coastal communities and small island states are also exposed. NASA reports that the global sea level has risen by about 0.25 meters in the past 141 years since 1880, and the rise has been more pronounced over recent years (NASA, 2021). This rise poses a great threat to homes, businesses, and infrastructure in coastal regions as they need costly measures such as constructing barriers and relocating people. 
Combating climate change therefore requires a complex approach that entails reducing emissions, transitioning to renewable energy, and adaptation. All stakeholders, including the business, the person, and the government have their role to play There is a need for international cooperation and agreements like the Paris Agreement that call for specific commitments to reduce carbon emissions. Additionally, other empirical methods of combating climate change and adapting to its impacts are technological and environmental activism.
In conclusion, climate change is an international problem that influences various aspects of human life and infrastructure. They are most affected because they worsen social disparities and endanger people’s ability to make a living. Something needs to be done to minimize such outcomes and build a less susceptible environment now. In the following, a closer look at these issues will show that we must know and act on climate change for the sake of the generations in the present and future.
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2 Blog Post 2: Social Challenges in Contemporary Society
In contemporary society, numerous social challenges persist, affecting communities worldwide. These challenges, as explored in Unit 1 of our module, range from poverty and inequality to discrimination and access to education. Addressing these issues is critical for fostering inclusive and sustainable development.
One of the most significant social challenges is poverty. Despite global efforts to reduce poverty rates, it remains a pervasive issue, particularly in developing countries. According to the World Bank (2020), approximately 9.2% of the world's population lived on less than $1.90 a day in 2017. Poverty not only deprives individuals of basic needs such as food, shelter, and healthcare but also limits opportunities for education and employment. This creates a cycle of poverty that is difficult to break.
There are numerous social issues present in modern society which impact communities globally. These are issues that were discussed as part of Unit 1 of our module and they include poverty and inequality, discrimination and education. Solving these problems is necessary to provide conditions for inclusive and sustainable development.
The major social problem is poverty. Recent approaches towards the elimination of the poverty rate have not been fruitful, whereby poverty is still evident, especially in the third-world nations. From the data availed by the World Bank (2020), it is evident that about 9. Two percent of the global population earns less than one US dollar per day. They rose up to 90 a day in 2017. Literature presents poverty as the lack of fundamental resources including; food, shelter, health care, education, and employment. This leads to the generation of poverty which is quite hard to overcome.
However, there are many social problems in the world today that affect people and societies in various parts of the world. According to Unit 1 of this course, such issues are poverty, injustice, discrimination, and education. These are questions that need to be answered for there to be an equitable and sustainable growth of the economy.
Among the most critical social issues, poverty is one of the most significant. Sadly, more people are living in poverty now than in the past, especially in the third-world countries, even as the world tries to reduce poverty. According to the World Bank (2020) using data from the year 2017, it emerges that about 9. It was estimated that less than 1% of the global population had access to less than 1 pound.
per day. 90 a day. Poverty is not only the lack of food, shelter and medical care but also means that people cannot work or go to school. This sets up a chain of poverty that is very difficult to break. 
Another acute socio-economic issue is the problem of inequality. For instance, in many areas of the globe today, and most especially in developed countries, economic disparity is on the rise. Currently, the top 1% of the population owns a greater amount of wealth than every other person on the planet combined (Oxfam, 2020). It exposes tendencies of unequal wealth distribution that may slow down economic development and lead to social tensions. Examples of other types of inequality are gender, colour, and health/education. For instance, employment discrimination reduces the career prospects and salaries of women and minorities. 
Education however is one of the essential human rights and a component that addresses social difficulties. However there remains inequality in the quality or access to education. Slightly over 32% of children and adolescents of school-going age were out of school in 2018 as estimated by UNESCO (2020). Barriers to education include poverty, gender discrimination, and conflict. Ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education for all is essential for empowering individuals and promoting sustainable development.
Health inequity is because many poor areas have insufficient and inadequately equipped and staffed health facilities. These disparities have been observed due to the COVID-19 pandemic affecting the vulnerable groups more in terms of their financial and physical health complications of the virus. Expanding the availability of effective, reasonably priced medical services, and strengthening healthcare systems remain crucial steps toward a better state of world health.
The persisting issues that exist for several categories of persons, such as gays and lesbians, disabled persons, and those of colour, are prejudice and marginalization. Discriminated individuals are likely to be deprived of their rights to certain resources and, hence may be socially and economically deprived leading to a low standard of living. The weak and disadvantaged groups in society can be empowered and defended, to have equal rights be granted. In response to these socioeconomic problems, civilized governments, non-governmental organizations, as well as the business community need to come up with and effectively implement several different strategies. This calls for constant policy undertakings in areas such as; health care policy, poverty reduction and equitable as well as inclusive policy on education. In the process of constructing resilient and equitable societies, it is also essential to advance social inclusion and respect human rights. 
In conclusion, numerous social problems in today’s society hinder social equity and development. In the process of creating a fair and equal society, certain problems need to be solved, such as poverty, inequality, discrimination, health and educational inequalities. While providing further insights into these problems in our research, we observe that sustained and coordinated efforts are needed to tackle these challenges and herald sustainability. 
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3 Blog Post 3: Knowledge and Bias in Understanding Contemporary Challenges
In the second unit of our module, we explored the difficulties and potential preconceptions involved in knowledge creation when it comes to dealing with modern issues. Understanding these dynamics is important to create a more complex and multifaceted vision of the world, including challenges like climate change, social injustice, and pandemics. 
All participants such as researchers, policymakers, media and citizens are involved in knowledge production. All of them take part in creating the context and emphasizing some topics and problems. Sources of research funding, which could be government departments, companies, or non-profit organizations, can determine what gets researched. For example, financially powerful industries can sponsor certain research that can be inclined towards their industries and therefore prejudice the results. Hess and Ostrom (2007) have suggested that the context in which knowledge is produced has a direct influence over its content and reliability. For instance, research sponsors, such as pharmaceutical firms sponsoring drug trials, may inadvertently influence outcomes in a biased manner. 
Media is another influential factor in determining the social narrative and shaping attitudes towards modern issues. The nature and source of funding of newspapers as well as the political leaning of the editorial teams color how they present issues to the public. This can result in selective reporting and at times offering wrong information to the public. According to the agenda-setting theory by McCombs and Shaw (1972), media does not inform us what to think but informs us what to think about, therefore implying an effect on public priorities. 
Also, social media has enhanced the rate and expansiveness of information sharing, with negative impacts such as fake news and bubble culture. Promotion algorithms that increase user interaction predictably focus on content that elicits emotional responses – this often leads to misinformation. As stated by Vosoughi, Roy and Aral in their study of fake news on social media, pointed out that fake news diffuses far and wide and at a faster rate as compared to real news primarily because it is new and shocking. 
Culture and cognition also add another layer of difficulty in interpreting modern-day issues. Social norms and beliefs define how societies view and address problems in the society. For instance, perceptions of climate change differ from one country to another depending on the economic interests of nations and cultures when it comes to environmental conservation. Heuristics like confirmation bias make people tend to look for more evidence that supports their existing hypotheses while disregarding information that disproves them. According to Nickerson (1998), confirmation bias relates to how people search, interpret, and remember information that strengthens their beliefs. 
However, to address these biases and enhance the analysis of modern issues, critical thinking and interdisciplinary approaches should be utilized. Critical thinking implies scepticism, analysis, and decision-making within the context of diverse options. This approach aids in exposing prejudices in the information sources and enhances a comprehensive approach to issues. A more improved understanding of multifaceted realities can be identified if experiences from other fields like economics, sociology, political science, and the natural and social sciences are integrated.
Another important factor is the media and research process transparency and accountability. It is possible to increase the reliability and accuracy of information using peer reviews, open data access and funding sources revealing. Engaging the public in scientific research and decision-making through citizen science may democratize the acquisition of this knowledge.
In conclusion, further understanding of knowledge and potential biases as significant factors in addressing modern issues is crucial for creating solutions that would be beneficial and fair for all stakeholders. Thus, it is possible to surmount informational challenges and avoid biases with the help of such tools as critical analysis, an interdisciplinary approach, and openness. When choosing these topics for class discussions, it is easy to see that addressing complex problems of the contemporary world needs a complex approach.
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