OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	[bookmark: _Hlk115205413]Date and time, year group: Tuesday 27th September, Lesson 1 8:55 – 9:55, Year 12 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

A Year 12 Biology AS class, who have all elected to take it as a subject so while there is a slight mix of abilities of pupils they have all reached the entry limits to be able to do the course. The pupils did not have a seating plan, they could choose where they set, and the room was set up in groups.  They were continuing with a workbook that they have been working on since the start of the term (approx. 3 weeks), the particular questions in the lesson I observed were regarding sugars. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The pupils in the classroom were given an independent task to do which involved them reading a paragraph and extracting the information that they believed to be the most important. The pupils were asked to think about the text themselves and then have a discussion on their tables, and reach an agreement on what they believe to be the most important information. All groups followed the teachers instructions, with one pupil was sat on a table on their own another table asked them to join theirs, where they completed the task and discussed their findings. 
When a group of pupils were asked they stated that they sometimes are told explicitly to do group work however they find themselves have discussions regarding the work on their own, as the lessons tend to be pupil led. 
When asked the teacher stated they had laid the room out in this way on purpose to create a collaborative and a space where they are more relaxed (e.g. sat among people they feel comfortable around) and so they feel more comfortable to have the discussions and relay answers when asked.

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This could lead into research regarding if seating locations have an impact on students' classroom learning. If it would have an impact on their motivation, engagement, participation  and development of learning and critical thinking skills. As when asked the pupils stated they found it easier to understand more complex topics when they described it to each other. 

Another avenue could possibly be the impact that the above could have on their social and emotional wellbeing and development for younger years.



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

A quiet environment, it was first lesson, there weren’t very many distractions, the directions given were very explicit on what the teacher wanted the pupils to do.











Record 2
	Date and time, year group: Tuesday 27th September, Lesson 1 8:55 – 9:55., Year 12 

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

A Year 12 Biology AS class, who have all elected to take it as a subject so while there is a slight mix of abilities of pupils they have all reached the entry limits to be able to do the course. The pupils did not have a seating plan, they could choose where they set, and the room was set up in groups.  They were continuing with a workbook that they have been working on since the start of the term (approx 3 weeks), the particular questions in the lesson I observed were regarding sugars. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teacher was asking prompting questions while at the board and the same pupil kept answering the questions the majority of the time in a class of approximately 18 pupils. 
The teacher asked another question and the same pupil again raised their hand to answer, the teacher did not immediately ask them but instead looked around the room and left the silence. They then said to the pupil willing to answer “I am not ignoring you, I just don’t want this to be a one way conversation, I’m trying to avoid only you speaking.” This then prompted after another small (approx. 3 second silence) a different pupil on the other side of the classroom to answer the question. A third pupil then also had an input in the answer. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The above critical incident could lead to research into how does active particpitation in a lesson benefit the individual pupils learning, cognitive skills and potentially their overall wellbeing.
Also if active vocal particpitaion to the class is required to be a good learner. 



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


A quiet environment, it was first lesson, there weren’t very many distractions, the directions given were very explicit on what the teacher wanted the pupils to do.














Record 3
	Date and time, year group: Monday 12th September, 8:55 – 9:55, Year 8


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
A year 8 mixed ability Geographay lesson, where the teacher had only seen the class a few times, it was a new class to them. They had been working on the topic of Antarctica for a few lessons, and so the routines hadnt been fully developed within their classroom yet. The classroom was laid out in the 4 columns of 4 rows each with a desk for room for two. 




	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Throughout the lesson the teacher used the technique of saying “Thank you” as a way to gain the students attention back to them. At once instance, two boys at the back of the class continued chatting to which she again stated thank you, but this time with a slightly harsher tone and the last time she repeated the term it was with a stern tone. This then caused the pupils to give their full attention to the teacher and not talk over them anymore. 
When asked as to why the teacher employed this tactic to gather attention and quieten the class they stated that they want to come from a place of mutual respect, and out of politeness. They also stated that this may come in useful in the future if they require to talk to the pupil they can state that the teacher is treating them with respect and they require to have it back, and use as a bargaining tool as such. 




	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The above critical incident could lead to research into conditioning within the classroom and behaviour management. 



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

First lesson with many distractions, of people walking past in both the window and in the corridor. There was muttering throughout the lesson as the pupils appeared to be sat in friendship groups. The directions for the lesson by the teacher were always made explicitly. 
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