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Task 2 : Community Disabilities Services

Community disability services play a major role in aiding individuals with disabilities such as physical disabilities, learning disabilities, sensory impairments and long-term health conditions. This helps those with disabilities to live independently and comfortably in their communities. Community disability services provide a variety of support for those with disabilities, which includes education, assistance in healthcare, employment, advocacy, social activities and independent living support. The aim of this is to push for equality, inclusion for all and a better quality of life while allowing individuals with disabilities to fully participate in society. It is stated that society generally viewed disability through a medical model, focusing on an individual’s impairment rather than the barriers they faced within society (Shakespeare, 2018).
Community disability services can be originally traced back to the nineteenth and very early twentieth century where many disabled people were often excluded from society and usually placed in long-term institutional care. During this time, a lot of disabled people were made to live in asylums, hospitals and residential institutions where they were mainly kept from society.
Community disability services play a major role in aiding individuals with disabilities such as physical disabilities, learning disabilities, sensory impairments and long-term health conditions. This helps those with disabilities to live independently and comfortably in their communities. Community disability services provide a variety of support for those with disabilities, which includes education, assistance in healthcare, employment, advocacy, social activities and independent living support. The aim of this is to push for equality, inclusion for all and a better quality of life while allowing individuals with disabilities to fully participate in society.
Community disability services can be originally traced back to the nineteenth and very early twentieth century where many disabled people were often excluded from society and usually placed in long-term institutional care. During this time, a lot of disabled people were made to live in asylums, hospitals and residential institutions where they were mainly kept from society.
This day and age, community disability services are operated through numerous partnerships including the NHS, voluntary organisations, charities and social care providers. These services are individually tailored to each individual and their needs and this may include occupational therapy, physiotherapy, speech and language therapy, personal assistance, respite care, supported employment programmes and community activities. The NHS claims that “assessments are often carried out to identify the support required, and personalised care plans are developed in collaboration with service users and their families” (NHS England, 2024).
Although there are many benefits of community disability services it's also important to note that they do face several challenges. For example, funding pressures within health and social care organisations have resulted in there being an increase in demand and the need for more resources. There are numerous local authorities that struggle to provide their services when needed due to the high demand which results in individuals being put on waiting lists. It is claimed that in many areas in the United Kingdom service users may experience delays in receiving assessments or specialist interventions, potentially affecting their quality of life and independence (The King’s Fund, 2023).
Community disability services have a huge significance in the enhancement of the quality of life for individuals with disabilities. This is due to the fact that these services enable those with disabilities to have a peaceful, inclusive and ‘normal’ life without fear of facing prejudice.
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Community midwifery services provide support and care for
women during pregnancy and before labour begins.
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WHAT IS IT?

Itis a service that provides support and care for women

during pregnancy and before labour begins. Community

midwives work in local settings, such as GP surgeries, pregnancy and labou.

Midvifery has existed for centuries, raditionally supporting women during
community clinics, children’s centres and sometimes.

in service users’ homes.

« Inthe UK, the profession became more regulated with the Midwives Act 1902,
introducing formal training and registration.

The role of a community midwie is to monitor the health of both = The NHS expanded matenity services significantly in 1948, ensuring everyone.
the pregnant woman and the unborn baby, give advice and education i T

to parents, and identify any complications. They also support women

in preparing for birth and parenthood. « Inthe 20th century, materity care became more hospital-based, aising concerns

about personalised care for pregnant women.
This service is designed to provide personalised and safe care
throughout pregnancy. Pregnant women are usually given their own  Amajor development came in 2016 with the NHS “Better Biths" report,
named midwife who is responsible for their care. encouraging safe, personalised, and family-centred care within local communitis.
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HOW DO THEY
FUNCTION TODAY?

Their responsibilties Help prepare
. o include booking Offer care in Build trusting
Provide pregnant women with advice bra ettt dlinics, centres relationships to ensure
s caraiithe € Uy focer of checks, routine screenings, and emotional or sometimes in continuous and
pregnancy unti labour begins. e Eriae e personalised care.
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] MIDWIFERY STAFFING SHORTAGES With the past fow years there has been an increase in women Research suggests that this approach
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include the ise in maternal age as women are deciding to have improves experience and contributes to

community antenatal midwifery services face. The Royal
College of Midwives (RCM) reports England continues to
experience a shortage of approximately 2,500 midwives.
It also been reported that many midwives have to work
additional hours to maintain safe maternity services.

Kids ater in o, obesity, diabates, manta heaithconditions,

multipl pregrnancies, and economic and socia nequaliies hat better maternal outcomes.

many women face. These factors mean that there's more of
NHS ENGLAND, 2016

need to closely and regularly monitor the women. 99

Their care helps build healthier pregnancies, safer births,

and stronger communities.





