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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Introduction:
This research project is aiming to evaluate how effective the Dangerous Dogs Act of 1991 is, in contrast to current UK society. This specific chapter will discuss and explore the various methods that are used to gather the relevant data and information that applies to this topic I am looking to explore. I will have to consider options of data sources that will identify trends and assist in my analysis of results to suggest what breeds of dog could potentially be included as banned breeds under the current legislation. As one of the objectives is to analyse the effectiveness of the legislation I will look to obtain information from sources that include information on the outcomes of recorded dog related incidents.  


Research Strategy:
I have considered the use of surveys that could be sent out to various agencies and governmental organisations that have a key impact and influence on the legislation that is currently under review and scrutiny by DEFRA. I have also considered the use of questionnaires that members of the public who have been directly or indirectly involved in dog related incidents could provide opinions into how their specific incident was dealt with and as to what if any contingencies could be introduced to improve the current legislation and practises undertaken by local police forces and partner agencies. Owing to the fact I am looking to critically evaluate the effectiveness of the Dangerous Dogs Act of 1991 I have considered key information and intelligence is a more reliable and relevant form of data that can be interpreted to answer the question I am discussing. This method of research is known as inductive research. Business Research Methodology (2023) defines inductive research as, ‘A search for patterns from observation and the development of explanations for those patterns through a series of hypothesis.’ This research method generates new knowledge that are proposed near the end of the research process as a result of observations. Particular observations from acquired intelligence and information are then used to develop a wider range of theories, enabling discovery of new knowledge and development of theories. 
I will abstract information to conclude a hypothesis using quantitative data. Quantitative data was explained as, ‘Information that can be counted or measured and given a numerical value. Quantitative data tends to be structured in nature and is suitable for statistical analysis.’ According to, E. Stevens, (2023). This type of data uses a numerical form which means it is measurable and easily analysed. An example of quantitative data is statistics such as age, population and income ect.  
I have chosen this sampling approach as I would obtain solely factual information and data that would better justify arguments reasons why the act is effective or arguments as to why it needs to be improved. It would also justify proposals for further breeds of dog to be included as banned breeds under Section 1 of the Act. The information obtained might also provide justification for banned breeds to be removed from the Act and more emphasis on control regulations and responsible ownership of dogs. 

Some Freedom of Information Requests have proven useful to determine answers and shed light on key issues on public sector companies. One example where Freedom of Information Requests were utilised was a report undertaken in 2013 that showed that some patients are kept waiting in ambulance vehicles outside of A&E departments for far longer than the recommended fifteen minutes. A BBC source described this case as, ‘This report from 2013 is one of the numerous FOI-based surveys which have explored different aspects of the pressures on hospital A&E departments and their consequences’ (BBC News, 2015).

Data Collection:
I am going to obtain my data by conducting Freedom of Information Requests (FOI) to numerous police forces across the United Kingdom. A Freedom of Information Request is described as, ‘The Freedom of Information Act 2000 provides public access to information held by public authorities’ (Information Commissioner’s Office, 2023). I have chosen to apply to police forces that cover a relatively large population or land area to better the probability of numerous results. The specific information I will be requesting from my sources will include dog related incidents over the past ten years documenting the breed involved, nature of incident, outcome and year occurred. From this I will be able to deduce if there are specific breeds of dog that are involved in incidents more than others and if there are specific breeds of dog that are involved in more serious incidents as opposed to others. 

Data Analysis:
If as discussed key breeds of dog are highlighted as being perpetrators of dog related incidents more than other generic breeds I will conform the findings into percentages, to better portray the findings established from the Freedom of Information Requests.  

Limitations and Potential Problems:
With conducting freedom of information requests to limited police forces across the United Kingdom there is a limitation that the total of quantitative data produced from these reports will be limited as opposed to national statistics. Due to this I might need to adjust my sample population and conduct freedom of information requests to more police forces across the UK or even consider a similar approach to The Office for National Statistics. This is another downfall of inductive research and most cases involve small sample sizes or specific cases which can reduce the amount in which findings can be generalized to a larger population or broader context. I am also limited with organisations that I can apply for information because according to a source from ‘Oldham Council’, ‘The FOI Act only applies to public authorities and not to private entities.’ S, Fielding, (2014). I am focusing my research strategy on a very particular method of inductive research. Therefore I will not be able to obtain results from quantitative methods that can still form conclusions from expert opinions and statements. 
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