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AIM(S) 

 To provide a critical overview of the formation, transmission and interpretation of the New Testament 
writings.  

 To apply traditional and contemporary critical hermeneutical principles to a range of selected texts from 
Christian texts and traditions. 

 To examine the major themes of Christian theology in their historical and religio-cultural contexts, and 
their impact on interfaith encounters. 

 To evaluate the role of Christian texts, movements and theological approaches in interfaith dialogue. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to: 

 offer an informed and critical account of the main themes and characteristics of the New Testament 
(especially the Gospels, the letters of Paul, and the Book of Revelation); 

 evaluate the usefulness and relevance of a range of interpretative tools and strategies in illuminating 
the meaning of Christian texts and traditions, particularly with reference to interfaith engagement; 

 assess the contribution of key theologians and movements in the development of Christian theology, 
including theological approaches to interfaith dialogue; 

 analyse hermeneutical approaches to Christian texts and traditions in interfaith dialogue. 
 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 

 The nature and purpose of the four canonical Gospels, the Book of Acts, the letters of Paul, and the 
Book of Revelation. 

 The historical, political and cultural contexts that led to the formation of the New Testament writings, as 
well as the reception of the Jewish Scriptures in the New Testament. 

 Critical methods and approaches to the study of Christian texts and traditions. 

 Central Christian doctrines, as set out in the Nicene Creed and the Chalcedonian Definition, together 
with the principal tenets that characterize the main Christian denominations. 

 Important epochs in Church history, including Early Christianity, the age of Constantine, the 
Reformation, and the Enlightenment. 



 Examination of the distinctive features of Christianity (e.g. its concept of a Church, its creedal doctrines, 
its central rites) and those aspects (e.g., ethics, social influence, spirituality) which invite comparison 
with other faiths. 

 The diversity of Christianity in a variety of contextual settings and how this impacts on interfaith dialogue 
and engagement. 

 The contribution of Christian texts and traditions to Jewish-Christian dialogue and interfaith relations 
more broadly defined. 

 
LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY 
 
E.g. Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Tutorials and seminars will 
introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of 
techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to develop understanding and application of the techniques.  

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is: 
 

Activity type Hours Percentage 

Scheduled learning 30  10 

Independent learning 270  90 

Placement learning   

TOTAL 300 hours 100% 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment Component 1 – 40% 
 
Coursework: Textual Analysis (3000 words). 
 
Example of the type of question or task that could be used: 
 
Present a critical analysis of John 8 from an interfaith perspective. 
 
Assessment Component 2 – 60% 
 
Coursework: Essay (4500 words). 
 
Example of the type of question or task that could be used:  
 
Evaluate the opportunities for and challenges to interfaith dialogue posed by the reception of the Jewish 
Scriptures in the Christian Scriptures.  
 
Assessment Summary 

Activity type Percentage 

Written exam  

Coursework 100 

Practical  

TOTAL 100% 

 
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD) 
 

Does the module contribute to ESD? 

Yes 
 

No 
 



If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words): 
 

The module contributes to the sustainability agenda in its broadest sense by encouraging students to think about 
the skills they require to solve their academic questions. These are transferable skills which assist in nurturing 
critical and creative thinking. As such the module is focused on meeting the immediate academic needs of the 
students while also equipping them to think critically and solve problems in an unknown future. These include 
skills which relate specifically to issues associated with interfaith and intra-faith dialogues, which are built through 
a process of analysis and reflection, including during the assessment process for this module, along with in-
seminar discussions. 
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