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I’m here today to give you a brief overview of my Independent Review on the topic of home education. 
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Research Question

What are the Main Factors Influencing Young People and families to opt out of Formal Education, and How Can Youth Work Better Support and Advocate for the Social, Educational, and Emotional Development of Home Educated Young people?
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Research aims and objectives 
Read out 
(WG,2025), ( CLDSCS,2019)
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Read out
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The study aimed to explore  how youth work is delivered within formal education settings and how this varies across local authorities, with a focus on access and inclusion.
Youth work in schools differs depending on local context, with provision either embedded within schools or delivered externally through targeted programmes.
Access to youth work often reflects a more neoliberal approach to service delivery, where support is increasingly targeted towards specific needs or groups. This can lead to inequalities in provision, with some young people being less visible or overlooked within mainstream school settings.
A key function of youth work within education is early intervention and prevention, supporting the identification of need and helping to reduce the risk of disengagement or deregistration from formal education.
Youth work can provide home educated young people and their families with alternative forms of support and engagement outside school systems, particularly for those at risk of social exclusion. This reflects the study’s aim to explore what youth work support for this group looks like in practice.
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What makes youth work the best service to support young people facing challenges within formal education , then as well as post de registration .
Read out slide
(Hudd,2026), ( CLDSCS,2019), (YWWRG, 2022), (Jeffs and Smith,2009)
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The researcher adopted a mixed methods approach, using MS Forms questionnaires that included both open-ended questions for qualitative responses and structured questions for quantitative data.
As noted by Creswell and Creswell (2018), this approach allows for the collection of diverse and complex qualitative insights while also capturing measurable patterns from a broad sample, drawing on the experiences of professionals directly involved with young people and families within home education. This collaborative approach aligns with youth work values of multi-agency working, which aims to safeguard and enhance and create positive experiences for young people (CLDSCS, 2019).
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Research Participants were made up of 
Professional , parents/ carers and young people
six professions that work directly with young people 
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Participant engagement in numbers
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Key findings from professional perspectives  through SWOT formation of strengths weaknesses , opportunities and threats of home education for young people
Read out a few
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Parent/ Carer perspectives 
Read out a few
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The research did not engage any young people, which is a key limitation. As a result, it lacks direct lived experience of the educational, social, and emotional impacts of home education, as well as how young people access youth work before and after deregistration. Instead, these experiences are captured through the perspectives of parents/carers and professionals
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Youth work strategy for Wales vison

Read out
 (WG, 2019)
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Read out 

(WG, 2015), (CLDSCS,2019), (WG, 2024)
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and we know that youth work works , again we 
read out slide ,


(Hudd,2026), ( CLDSCS,2019), (YWWRG, 2022), (Jeffs and Smith,2009)
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Implications 
Read out slide 
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Recommendations 
(WG, 2026(, (CLDSCS, 2019)

Read out slide
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Recommendations 
Read out slide
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The lack of young people’s voice in this study had a limiting effect on the findings of the independent review, highlighting the need for more structured monitoring of home education to safeguard young people’s educational, social, and emotional wellbeing and development.

(Gormally and Coburn, 2019)
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References 
See reference list for further reading on this topic.
Thank you for your time.


