
Feedback 1 

This is a satisfactory piece of work overall. You make several good 

points and you provide your opinion clearly and succinctly. You 

concentrated very well on discussing the text in the gobbet pieces. 

However, there are some weaknesses in this piece that you need to 

address in future work. Firstly, you should provide more references; 

essentially every piece of information in your piece of work needs to 

be referenced. You have clearly read on the gobbets and the author, 

so why not showcase the reading that you have done? Secondly, you 

should engage more with modern scholarship; modern scholarship 

can provide you with information and opinions beyond what you can 

easily access on your own. Thirdly, you should research the subject 

more carefully to avoid mistakes and miscomprehensions (see my 

comments in the text). Also, and very importantly, you should avoid 

making educated guesses. The historian’s job is to examine the 

evidence and use them to build opinions and arguments. This is 

particularly clear in your presentation of the author and secondary 

literature pieces, where you do not provide evidence or appear to 

research the subject critically. Lastly, you should proofread your 

work more carefully to avoid mistakes and typos. A well-proofread 

piece of work appears much more professional than one with 

mistakes. Also, you should always include a bibliography with your 

academic work. 

 

Feedback 2 

This is an excellent piece of work. You discussed the gobbet well and 

in detail and your engagement and comparison with other ancient 

sources and evidence was good and fruitful. Also, your structure 

supported your argument well and your engagement and criticism of 

modern scholarship was very good. Further, you make several good 

points. However, there are some weaknesses in this piece that you 



need to address in future work. Firstly, you should provide more 

references; essentially every piece of information in your piece of 

work needs to be referenced. Secondly, you should take greater care 

of the format of your bibliography; please consult your student 

handbook for instructions on the acceptable scholarly format for 

bibliographical entries. 

 

Feedback 3 

This is an acceptable piece of work. You make several good points. 

However, there are some weaknesses in this piece that you need to 

address in future work. Firstly, you should provide more references; 

essentially every piece of information in your piece of work needs to 

be referenced. There is not a single reference in your work, not even 

when quoting; this is unacceptable. Secondly, you should engage 

more with the gobbet and discuss the specifics of the passage rather 

than merely the general issues touched in it. Also, you should engage 

more critically with the ancient sources, particularly in relation to 

their biases and problems. Further, you should engage more with the 

ancient sources beyond the gobbet. The best supporting evidence for 

any argument comes from other ancient evidence. Very importantly, 

you should engage more with modern scholarship; modern 

scholarship can provide you with information and opinions beyond 

what you can easily access on your own. Additionally, you should 

research the subject more carefully to avoid mistakes and 

miscomprehensions (see my comments in the text). Lastly, you 

should endeavour to make the structure of your overall argument 

stronger. You are flitting from point to point, often repeating 

yourself, which weakens your argument. The individual points in an 

argument must flow from one another, so that a coherent picture is 

conveyed to the reader. 


