INTERVIEW TECHNIQUES

Preparation

· Do your research. It is insulting to turn up for an interview in complete ignorance!

· Learn a little about the person before meeting him/her.

· Know what you want to get out of the interview ahead of time.

· Write your questions down before the interview, but be prepared to adapt to anything new or interesting.  

· Check your equipment before leaving.

Conducting the Interview 

Main considerations = Lighting + Sound

Indoors = controlled

Outdoors = less controlled

Camera Settings

Depth of field

Frame Rate

Shutter Speed

Control with an ND filter

White balance

Match cameras if using 2

Filming an interview

Composition and lighting
· Good composition is one of the most important factors to consider when shooting an interview.

· Shade will help controll the lighting but be aware of blown out background. 

· Use diffusers and reflectors to soften harsh light and fill
First of all, concentrate on the framing. The subject should always be given a comfortable amount of space in the frame, especially around the top of their head and shoulders. There must always be a proper amount of "safe space" left around the subject. 
Keep the eyeline level with the rule of thirds lines.
If using 2 cameras make sure the inr=terviewee looks left or right of the 2, and keep eyeline the same

Consider where they will look – at the camera or at an oblique angle
Place your interviewee against a relevent background – be wary of obtrusive shapes
Sound

Sound is as important if not more important than the film

Choose an appropriate microphone
Use a radio microphone if necessary

Dead Cat if windy

Ensure mic is as close as possible to subject and don’t change this position

Level around 12db

If 2 channels adjust one higher than the other

Record a wild track


USEFUL TIPS

Shooting an interview outdoors can always be tricky. Things to consider are the following: 

· Try and avoid bad weather 

· Try to pick a quiet location – notice street noises, background noises etc.. 

· Make sure you have plenty of batteries. 

· Allow time to set up

· Keep the interviewee occupied

· Have Q’s ready and on paper/cards

· Ask open ended questions – avoid yes/no questions

· Look interested and avoid interrupting

· Maintain eye contact

· Film in/out of clouds

· Record wild track

· Make a note of B-Roll required and film this

Kit List
· Cameras 1 or 2

· Tripods

· ND filters

· Cards  / Storage and backup

· Reflectors/diffusers

· LED lights if required

· Microphones

· Long cables

· Duck tape

· Boom

· Recorder
· Earphones
· Clapper board

