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Novel Synopsis
(828 words)

[bookmark: _Int_BQPdAQyx]HARRY is a college student in an old mining town in Oregon - a quiet but kind teenager with a deadbeat dad and deceased mom. With the town failing financially due to the closing of the local mine, the pride a lot of the townspeople once harbored for the town has long since become extinct. With the college halls mostly empty and many professors being made redundant, it looks like all hope has been lost for the future of the town. 
However, one seemingly ordinary evening, when all the students have gone home, a young girl named CHLOE is found dead in the college swimming pool, with multiple stab wounds to the heart and a bite mark on her neck. Overnight, what was once a town hidden from the rest of the world, becomes all anyone in Oregon state can think about. Reporters flood into the town from all over and from then on, Harry’s life is never going to be the same. 
[bookmark: _Int_enQgQ8st]After weeks and weeks of no progress from the police, it looks as though the case might go stale and become one of those unsolved mysteries to be featured on a budget true crime show years later. But, just as the police are beginning to give up, an accusation is made. An old coal miner by the name of JOE CURTIS, who lives on the edge of town, makes a statement to the police that he’d seen Harry approaching the school the very night of the murder, as he was on one of his nighttime walks. At first no one believes him, assuming all those years down in the mines have made him mad – after all, an innocent young college student could never commit such an act. However, to make things even stranger, Harry’s own father makes a statement to the police, claiming that he believes his son’s guilt and that he is afraid of Harry due to his violent outbursts. 
Shocked by this betrayal, Harry seeks refuge at an old, abandoned shack on the outskirts of town. Feeling as though the whole town is against him, he considers taking his own life, but can’t build up the courage to do so. Then, one cold winter morning, as snow covers the shack, and Harry isn’t sure how much longer he can survive out there, he spies someone in the distance watching him from the woods, jotting down notes in a journal. The shadowy figure, acknowledging he has been found out, flees into the dark woods, Harry unable to catch up despite his best efforts. Now he is sure of it – this town is the home to a conspiracy. 
[bookmark: _Int_lckmZyqN][bookmark: _Int_pNIiYP5P]Back in the town’s police department, an FBI agent is brought in, in an attempt to piece together evidence to link the murder to Harry, but to no avail. When shown a picture of the boy, Chloe’s parents claim to have seen Harry come by their house from time to time, standing outside the window and staring inside. Chilled by this, the agent goes to the town library to see if this could be history repeating itself and is shocked to find newspaper clippings from exactly sixty-six years prior, reporting a strangely similar incident. The photo in the clipping shows a boy, of similar age to Harry, foaming at the mouth while being detained by local police. At the bottom of the page is a pentagram, drawn in blood – the mark of the devil. 
Initially not believing in the occult, the agent decides to interrogate old Joe Curtis and see what he knows of these events, as old Joe would have been ten years old at the time. However, when shown the clippings, old Joe, who usually can’t stop talking, falls silent. 
[bookmark: _Int_Eeloa4P5]It is on that very day when Harry decides to return to town, believing he can expose the conspiracy to which he believes to be a victim, unaware that something much greater is at hand. Harry reaches out to the FBI agent, claiming he is willing to help solve the case, when another body is found. This time, the body belongs to old Joe Curtis, who has seemingly hanged himself from the old oak tree in the center of town. Mortified, the FBI agent believes this to have some connection to the conversation he’d had with old Joe just earlier that morning and decides to have Harry arrested until further evidence can be collected.
Detained in his cell, Harry begins to act out, foaming at the mouth and ranting in ancient languages long-since forgotten by any living soul. Now the FBI agent is sure of it – Harry is possessed by the devil. Suspicious of the local police department, the agent sets out on his own to try and piece together this mystery and find out what’s really happening in the town, before it’s too late and Harry succumbs to insanity, not unlike his predecessor all those years ago...
To be continued in the sequel novel




[bookmark: _Int_q7PgawHS]Article for a magazine – Nation Cymru  (News Piece)
(1,512 words)
The death of the small-town 

[bookmark: _Int_Dzr0Q2t9]With many small towns becoming shells of their former selves, the reason has been the topic of much discussion. The small University town of Lampeter as a perfect example of this decline in the economy, affecting the University itself and many of the local businesses in town. 
[bookmark: _Int_OScnGiDT]Wirth the cost of living in such areas becoming increasingly expensive, many are forced to move elsewhere to cope with the ever-growing costs of day-to-day life. The University itself has employed many methods in order to stay afloat such as its deal with China to create a Confucius Institute. Lecturer strikes have also been prominent at Lampeter University, due to the unfair wages being paid. Despite this issue appearing on a much grander scale throughout the UK, it is especially problematic in a small countryside town such as Lampeter due to the higher cost of living and with many lecturers having to travel to access the campus due to its remoteness.
[bookmark: _Int_jNkITA1E]Other establishments in the town remain vacant, including the once extremely popular pub the Castell Hotel, after its closure during the Covid pandemic in 2020. Due to a financial constraint on many of the small businesses, supermarkets such as Sainsbury’s and Co-Op thrive, with many locals and students forced to miss out on local businesses due to their temptingly cheaper prices. In fact, a lot of Lampeter pubs and establishments opt for the cash only model in order to save money on the transaction fees that come with card payments in order to keep the prices down for their loyal customers.


In small towns, a sense of community is often essential for a thriving economy and society. This is exactly the case in the small University town Lampeter, located in Southwest Wales, Ceredigion, and currently home to around 3,000 people. 
While the 2020 covid pandemic hit the global economy hard, small towns like Lampeter unfortunately suffered the most. The worst hit by the pandemic were independent businesses that didn’t have anywhere to turn to for help in maintaining a steady income once closures started to be made. In November of 2020, local Lampeter pub the Castell Hotel, located on the town’s high street, was issued a closure notice of immediate effect after failing to comply with the government’s covid rules and regulations. 
Lampeter University itself, a main staple of the town, has also struggled financially over the last few years. Housing much less students when compared to other Universities in the region, such as the Aberystwyth University, has led to a lack of income. This income usually comes in the form of students paying for their degrees and accommodation via student loans, while the government pays for the course. The lack of funding being channeled into the university has led to unfair wages on its lecturers, leading to many strikes for fairer pay, which go as far back as 2016, but more recently occurred again on a national scale just last year in 2023. 
[bookmark: _Int_wlIOzQQM]Generating more income, the University opened an exchange with China in the form of the Confucius Institute, a Chinese hub located on Lampeter Campus. While generating money for the campus straight from China, the Institute also opens an exchange link with Chinese students who can come to Lampeter to study, inhabiting the old building as per the contract with China. This encourages more money to flood in from China in order to keep the Institute open so that the Chinese can have an access hub located in one of the UK’s oldest and most prestigious University Institutes. They also benefit in the form of the cost of Chinese students to come here, paid for by the Chinese institutes the Lampeter University is in partnership with. 
On top of this, the University has a scholarship scheme with Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, forged between Saint Vincent Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves and the University in the aftermath of the volcanic eruptions that took place in the islands at La Soufrière in 2021. The result of this means that many of the students at Lampeter University are from the Caribbean, providing great opportunities for students to engage with other cultures and vice versa. The University even went so far as to welcome the Prime Minister of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Ralph Gonsalves, to its campus in 2022 where he was awarded with an honorary degree. 

These scholarship schemes and exchange programs help the University and the town financially, also providing a lot of cultural exchange opportunities for the English and Welsh students already studying in Lampeter. While the exchange opportunities for Lampeter students are all excellent opportunities, with students given the chance to study in places such as Bologna and Oslo, the University must unfortunately put a lot of weight on the idea of studying elsewhere as the exchange programs are arguably crucial for the University’s future, ensuring ties with other Universities around the globe.
[bookmark: _Int_XG0nMrmS]Due to being combined with Carmarthen University in 2010 through UWTSD (University of Wales Trinity Saint David) and with more Universities being added later down the line, not all Lampeter students actually study on campus, with some travelling into the larger Universities for lectures such as Carmarthen. It is not hard to understand why Lampeter can’t offer too many degrees, due to its lack of students, with already small class sizes (a highlight of the University for many) its list of available degrees are ever dwindling as the University downsizes, many courses that once were run are no longer being presently available due to lack of interest, such as Chinese Studies. This is unfortunate as the University’s culture merge with China presents many great opportunities for learning, though lack of interest in the degree scheme at present has rendered it unavailable this academic year. However, with financial constraints, Lampeter University would be unable to run as a separate establishment, the joining of the UWTSD program being essential for its wellbeing and economic success.
While it was once more economically viable to advertise a vast plethora of varied degree schemes with small class sizes, as the UK’s economy dwindles, it has become much less simple. While large city Universities still suffer due to cost of living, they are generally able to get by due to the sheer amount of students they have coming in, finding it unnecessary to partner up with other Universities in the area to survive.

With the economy on the downslide, things have become much more unpredictable, not only for the University, but for small businesses and bars in Lampeter and other small towns like it. According to the Office for National Statistics, the population of Ceredigion has fallen 5.9% from 75,900 in 2011 to 71,500 in 2021. Despite this, the population of Wales increased by 1.4% during this same period, indicating that people are choosing to live in more accessible and economically viable areas in Wales, with Ceredigion being made up of many small towns such as Aberaeron and Lampeter, relying on farmers for its economy to thrive. 
Rhun Jones, Lampeter local and Minds Eye Venue bartender stated that you “never know what to expect, no matter how much planning and research you do” when asked about his experience working at the Mind's Eye and other small-town pubs, indicating that this new era is an unprecedented one when it comes to the small town, with locals remaining in the dark about what will happen next in their small town communities. 
Nathan Topham, Nags Head barman and Lampeter University Student Engagement Officer also commented on the matter, stating that “as the cost-of-living crisis has soared,” it is “small towns such as Lampeter” that “dwindled in their social community feel,” feeling that “less people are venturing into town from elsewhere.” A reason that people might not choose to move to somewhere such as Ceredigion could very well be its housing prices, with the average house costing a whopping £248,000 as of February 2024, up 3.5% from 2023. A survey taken around the same period by the Office for National Statistics saw that the average house price in a large city such as Swansea was £193,000 making it a much more commercially viable place to settle down in, with easy access to much cheaper supermarkets such as Aldi and Lidl. 

Overall, while small towns such as Lampeter remain to exist and stay afloat in the modern age, they must sacrifice some of their prior independence in order to do so, as seen by Lampeter University’s forming of UWTSD in 2010 to join forces with Carmarthen. As the global economy still suffers after the covid pandemic, it has become much less viable to move to a small town such as Lampeter, with inflation on the rise along with house prices and food costs. While the small town can’t function properly on its own, however, it is far from being completely dead, due to the University’s global schemes to generate capital, locals supporting the town and its local businesses as much as possible, and with a vast array of students flooding into the town, breathing it some new life.




Copywriting Job Application to McCann 
(669 words)

Name: Harvey Robinson
Phone number: 07999879584
Email address: 2204920@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
03/05/2024
McCann Manchester

Dear Richard Aldiss,
I am writing to you today to apply for a junior position on your copywriting staff at the prestigious McCann offices in Manchester. Below, I will highlight why I think I have the necessary skills to take on such a great position at the best advertising agency in the world and provide you with evidence of my copywriting skills.

[bookmark: _Int_0hA8wmnd]As a student at the reputable University of Lampeter, where I study for a joint-honors degree in creative writing and philosophy, I spend most of my time writing. I write in a range of different areas, from more poetic and traditional rhymes to everyday articles. This versatility gives me a great edge when it comes to copywriting, allowing me to pull from my broad array of writing knowledge, using more a more academic writing style when necessary, while maintaining the ability to write more casually as is often the requirement in advertising.

[bookmark: _Int_zbp4cpzb]On the other hand, as a consumer, watching advertisements on television, I always paid keen attention to detail regarding the advertisement’s production and quality. Often contemplating the target audience, each advertisement always engaged me cognitively in how many hidden layers there are that each consumer doesn’t see. I have always admired McCann advertisements in particular, not shying away from more topical and contemporary themes, especially when it comes to disability and LGBTQ+ representation. I have always felt that, while other agencies simply move with the times and the global topics of conversation, McCann takes it to the next level and creates the conversation for the world to then discuss. 
In the world of advertising, with many deadlines needing to be met, I am also extremely able to work on the clock. This is evidenced by my ability to ensure all my degree work was turned in on time with not a single late submission, without it feeling necessary to sacrifice any of the quality in my work.

[bookmark: _Int_72OyvyDk]Having been raised in the digital age, I am also tech-savvy, with the ability to work with computers and other technical tools with no problems arising. Similarly, having grown up in this era, I can provide many insights as to the feelings of many younger generation people in order to add an extra layer of diversity to McCann. 
[bookmark: _Int_OTVhJg7E][bookmark: _Int_DsKnXc76]Another area in which my experience from my degree proves to benefit is working with others, an essential skill in advertising, as copywriters must often band together in order to present a pitch. Recent experience in this field includes preparing and putting on a poetry evening at the university, for which we had to advertise by posters around campus and word of mouth. To put this event on, we all had to work as a team in order to achieve our common goal, planning and preparing for the final night – not too dissimilar from preparing an advert pitch with fellow copywriters. The ability to work with others to achieve this, despite not always agreeing and having the same ideas, highlights my skill in the area, often being able to make compromises with others to achieve the best possible outcomes.

To conclude, I would be the perfect candidate for a junior copywriting job at McCann due to my knowledge in the creative writing field and ability to work well as part of a team. I would love to add some of my ideas to the vast plethora of incredible expertise at McCann and become a part of the team. Below, an example of my copywriting work is attached to help with your decision. Thank you for considering me as an applicant.

Yours Sincerely, Harvey Robinson

Nags Head Copywriting Advertisement
Sunday Club at the Nags Head
Come and join many other hardworking residents at the Nags Head on this day of rest
Enjoy a cold beer or chilled glass of wine as you make yourself at home 
Everyone with a good moral conscience and a story to tell is welcome



Documentary Pitch for Sky Studios
(997 words)
Pitch to Poppy Dixon, director of documentaries and factual at Sky Studios

When was the last time you saw a fox in the countryside? 

Fox hunting has been a tradition in the UK since at least the 1500s. However, as we have learned and developed since then, as a culture we understand that not all that’s traditional is moral. In this documentary series, renowned presenter and naturalist David Attenborough will tour England, interviewing people on both sides of the fox hunting debate, from hunters themselves to the saboteurs who dedicate their free time to stop it. The documentary is aimed at lovers of animals and the English countryside who wish to see fox hunting come to an end, while also providing some nuanced views, with interviews from supporters and saboteurs alike.

History of the Hunt
As we begin the documentary, we will start with a shot of Attenborough overseeing the English countryside and detailing a brief history of fox hunting from when they were hunted as vermin under Henry VIII to when Parliament passed the Hunting Act in 2004, criminalizing the intentional hunting of foxes altogether. Attenborough will then proceed to explain to the audience, in a voice over while a montage of foxes running through fields plays, how fox hunters often find loopholes in this law and continue hunts, and why it is important for you, the audience, to be informed and try to put a stop to the hunting for good. 

Attenborough will then interview a variety of historians about Hugo Meynell, often referred to as the father of modern foxhunting, and his role in the sport’s continuation through the 1700s, investigating historical hunts such as Meynell’s famous Quorn hunt where, at Quorn Hall in North Leicestershire, he trained hunting dogs, increasing their stamina and hunting ability so they could better engage in fox hunting. Attenborough will be seen walking around Quorn Hall as he depicts the events that would have transpired there to you, the audience. 

Legal Loopholes
[bookmark: _Int_DjtoL2PF]Attenborough will then examine more recent legislation on the matter of hunting, including the Burns enquiry in 1999 where it was called into question. He will then proceed to examine legal documents banning fox hunting in other areas of Europe far earlier and pose the question to the audience of why it took so long for England to start an investigation. He will then examine the 2004 Hunting Act and the loopholes in which the hunts are allowed to continue.

[bookmark: _Int_WYkr58eI]Attenborough will then be seen returning to the rural woodlands of the UK where he will depict to the audience how hunters lay artificial trails for their hounds in order to avoid persecution from courts of law when foxes end up being killed. Shots of dogs running through the woods will be shown, with a cut to Attenborough interviewing key players in many of the big hunts and providing the audience with some perspectives on the matter.

Hunt Saboteurs
[bookmark: _Int_dlErvuOp]Attenborough will then interview members of the Hunt Saboteurs Association, a group founded with the goal of putting an end to fox hunting. The ways they intend to strengthen the Hunting Act of 2004 will be discussed, as the saboteurs detail their own experiences in the field and why they got involved with hunt prevention. 
A camera will then follow Attenborough as he attends a saboteur session with some local saboteurs from Leicestershire, as they teach him how to throw the scent off the trails so that the hounds lose their way when tracking the foxes. 
[bookmark: _Int_ofHr8LQ8]Attenborough will provide information to the audience about how they can get in touch with the hunt saboteurs association and join in to prevent hunts, while stating you can also donate from home.
[bookmark: _Int_EdH19BYS][bookmark: _Int_XB7sEiYF][bookmark: _Int_yeoD7uV5]He will then look into the Masters of Foxhounds Association, opposite to the saboteurs, in their attempts to continue the hunts through aforementioned legal loopholes and how the saboteurs have to turn to the law to make a real difference in the matter.

Hunt Advocates
Attenborough will interview several celebrity figures targeted by anti-fox hunters, including members of the Royal Family, to discover their true views on the matter. Former Prime Minister will also be called into question by Attenborough due to his public support for the sport of fox hunting to continue despite the laws against it. During this, clips of celebrities advocating for the hunts will play to the audience in between the segments of Attenborough weighing in on their actions.

Urbanization
[bookmark: _Int_shYKzkWT][bookmark: _Int_po4JiWTG]Attenborough will discuss the urbanization of foxes from more rural areas to urban areas such as towns and cities, showing the audience clips of foxes scavenging around bins for food. Attenborough will investigate the effect the hunts have on this increasingly common trend and look to the future as fewer and fewer foxes roam wild as they’re forced out of their natural habitats in order to survive. He will interview scientists to delve into the study of how foxes have begun to evolve to fit their urban environments and, if something is not done soon, how they will be fully adapted to a completely different style of living than what is natural for their species. Urban foxes will be compared to household pets such as cats and dogs as the audience sees comparisons between urban foxes and cats slinking around towns and villages.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_nNDYi1LC]The documentary will conclude with Attenborough stating facts to the audience such as how around 100,000 foxes die each year and how it’s not too late to stop the hunts. Attenborough will pose the question to the audience: “now let me ask, when was the last time you saw a fox at all?” indicating that not only are foxes urbanizing but their populations are also diminishing to a worryingly low level. The camera will pan out of Attenborough, leaving the audience with an image of fields of foxes, while the foxes begin to fade from view and left on the screen is just an empty, still image of the countryside.





