Public representation of homosexuality in China
About 30 million Chinese people are homosexual[footnoteRef:1] and only recently, laws have been introduced to decriminalise their behaviour and organise celebratory events, however 80% of homosexual people still marry the opposite sex[footnoteRef:2]. Despite these government interventions, this suggests there is still a negative representation of homosexuals, however this could be down to the traditional views of marriage. Contrast to what is expected, researched conducted by Chinese journal of human sexuality found nearly 85% of the public supported same sex marriage, 2% opposed, with the rest unsure[footnoteRef:3]. These figures could possibly be due to using anonymous polls conformity, as they privately not publicly tolerate it. As both an anonymous and limited 900 sample their age and location is unknown, which overall has a huge influence on people’s opinions of gay relations. [1:  BBC NEWS | World | Asia-Pacific | Shanghai To Show Pride With Gay Festival"]  [2:  Burger, Richard, Behind The Red Door: Sex In China]  [3:  Gaskin, Sam, "In China, LGBT Rights Get Boost From Brands"] 


Firstly, although being argued as “undoubtedly China’s most liberal and progressive city”[footnoteRef:4], advertisements for pride events suggests a need to cover up its gay background. Through analysing Shanghai posters and events of wine tasting, film screenings, and badminton matches4, it can be argued this is to not draw attention. In the words of the Western organisers, the event is “not be mistook as a protest”[footnoteRef:5], predominantly showing they are still cautious regardless of the governments laws. In the short term of laws decriminalising homosexual behaviour the public’s views may not have changed instantaneously, therefore people are still wary of celebrations. On the other hand, in the long term through observing pride over many years, organisers state the shanghai government are becoming “more open” with gay events in the schedule. Furthermore, through having Western organisers, publicising the event in English and only having 3000 Chinese visitors, it has been argued this event is not for China but is “entertainment for foreigners”5. Primarily this shows that perhaps China is not becoming open to gay rights, but simply open to the West for diplomatic relations, consequently the public representation of homosexuality in china may have stayed unaccepting if it hasn’t been influenced by the West. Gay rights are an international debate, therefore through Shanghai, China has entered this debate which could mean more awareness, education and overall acceptance. In comparison to England, where love regardless of gender is celebrated, the pride events seems to be hidden behind cultural events, suggesting the public representation of homosexuality is not as “liberal” as would like to be advertised. [4:  Bao, Hongwei, "Queering/Querying Cosmopolitanism: Queer Spaces In Shanghai"]  [5:  BBC NEWS | World | Asia-Pacific | Shanghai To Show Pride With Gay Festival"] 


Moreover, universally homosexuality is becoming more recognised, and thus more accepted, however this is from the public rather than the government. One example of this is the 2016 Orlando shooting aftermath, whereby 190 China LBGT organisations petitioned asking for laws against violence based on sexual orientation[footnoteRef:6]. In response, little government action happened, however one positive impact was that, regardless of age, location and sexual orientation people grouped together combatting prejudice. Primarily this displays that events can have wide spread significance across the globe, and as technology and communication advances more experiences and knowledge can hopefully be shared. On the other hand, the government has attempted to decrease prejudices through decriminalising homosexuality in 1997[footnoteRef:7] however took until 2001 until it was no longer described as a mental illness7. There are issues with trusting these beneficial legal documents as they are simply decriminalising behaviour rather than protecting homosexual people’s equal rights in employment, housing and education. Primarily, in the short term these beneficial laws presented the government as liberal, however time has shown them to possibly be counterproductive. Since 2001, multiple laws have banned adoption for gay couples[footnoteRef:8], images of gay couples on adverts or television[footnoteRef:9], and controversially is yet to ban conversion therapy. Overall, the beneficial laws do not stop personal prejudices and the general public’s views. One case study to support this is Shanghai’s first gay club, the “Lucca lounge”, closed in 2014 due to consistently arrested staff members, harassed visitors and occasionally the police locking the building[footnoteRef:10]. This shows selective support, and one detrimental impact of this is that without extra laws to protect human rights, such as charging those who persecute, or communicating the local police for protection, many gay bars go underground, found through websites. In terms of the argument between public and legal representation this conveys the idea that loopholes in government censorship in media aid the gay community more than the government’s laws. What may affect the public’s portrayal of homosexuality is misrepresentation through the existence of “Money Boys”[footnoteRef:11]. Due to the stigma of homosexuality and being driven underground, straight men provide sex out of “desperation, criminality and poverty”7. The blackmail threat of telling family members strives off their unaccepting opinions. Overall this has huge negative response as a cycle is created: not providing laws because of the gay community’s connections to disreputable circumstances and the fear of making them seem permitted, however these circumstances originate from a lack in acceptance that could be helped by laws. Ultimately, over time the public’s more accepting thoughts, shown through petitions has possibly pushed for a legal change, however there may be a long time before homosexual people no longer feel a need to hide underground. [6:  Bai, Tiantian, "190 Chinese LGBT Groups Condemn Orlando Club Shooting - Global Times"]  [7:  Gaskin, Sam, "In China, LGBT Rights Get Boost From Brands"]  [8:  Luvara, Sophia, Inside The Chinese Closet]  [9:  Ellis-Petersen, Hannah, "China Bans Depictions Of Gay People On Television"]  [10:  Sloan, Alistair, "Closed: 390, Shanghai Studio", Smartshanghai]  [11:  Bao, Hongwei, "Queering/Querying Cosmopolitanism: Queer Spaces In Shanghai"] 


One study on mate preferences has found China still has a relatively “conservative sexual culture”[footnoteRef:12], focused on children, health and material goods, which could alter the way same sex relationships are perceived. Furthermore, one negative outcome of China’s one child policy is that there is a large pressure on the children to not only reproduce to carry on the family’s name but also find a spouse to carry the financial burden of aging parents. The director of Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, estimates 60% of homosexuals in China’s big cities compared to 90% in rural areas are marrying the opposite sex to “satisfy the demands of their parents”[footnoteRef:13]. This 30% difference could be due to more interactions with similar people and the acknowledgement of gay rights, in cities such as Shanghai, in contrast to the traditional way of life in rural china who are more secluded from other ways of thinking. To them, marriage is possibly needed to produce children to support with old age in a small community and work. One major disadvantage of this traditional expectation of marriage is that the majority of gay men marry women, causing an increase in HIV and depression rates and decrease in the population as adoption is uncommon. Having said all of this, it could be argued the reason for marriage is changing into love, and the younger generation will lead to a more accepting future. Through access to Western media, China has begun to decrease censorship laws including having a transgender host for talent shows, a gay film screened for nearly a year and teachings about HIV at gay pride events, hence are more accustomed to homosexuality. Although the statistics do not support this as homosexuals still marry the opposite sex, however it’s unknown when this statistic was discovered, and overtime hopefully gay behaviour will be no longer be a taboo. Additionally, as cities expend, future generations may become acclimatised to gay prides, bars and people. Ultimately, traditional family values sparked by only children hugely influences the purpose of marriage, but since this law is now abolished and media increases, possibly there will be more same sex relationships. [12:  Higgins, Louise, "Attitudes To Marriage And Sexual Behaviours: A Survey Of Gender And Culture Differences In China And United Kingdom"]  [13:  Wong, Catherine, "US Gay Marriage Ruling Sparks Debate In China - Global Times",] 


Hidden motivation behind beneficial government laws could be to decrease the number of TongQi (women who marry gay men). It has been argued that through these loveless marriages, whereby their “husbands won’t look them in the eye”[footnoteRef:14], there is an increase in depression and due to divorce being uncommon within China, many women commit suicide. One case study to support this is Luo Hongling, a university professor who committed suicide after her husband coming out as gay[footnoteRef:15]. Her family proceeded to sue him stating that women “face heavy emotional tolls from the loneliness”14. As a result, he paid 36,000元in compensation for lying about his sexual orientation. Primarily this shows the significant consequence not only the government laws have but also impact the general public’s opinion on homosexuality has on couples, as the woman felt unloved and possibly embarrassed from the scandal. It could be argued the government have done as much as is currently possible, through decriminalising gay behaviour, and cannot go further due to the public’s traditional views of it being a “scandal”[footnoteRef:16]. In terms of other countries attitudes have gradually shifted over time, however in the imminent future there needs to be Chinese laws to preserve gay bars and defend against homophobic attacks to help decrease depression rates, HIV medicine costs and loveless marriages. Primarily, if same sex marriage was forever prohibited, the tragedy of these wives would be more common, therefore perhaps it is not out of an acceptance of homosexuality that these laws, places and events have taken place but simply out of convenience for future children, health, and finances similar to the traditional view of marriage. [14:  Burger, Richard, Behind The Red Door: Sex In China]  [15:  Yang, Zhaoqing, "Female Doctor Jumps Off Building And Commits Suicide.", Southern Metropolis Daily, 2012]  [16:  Gaskin, Sam, "In China, LGBT Rights Get Boost From Brands"] 


Overall, although the government has made China more accepting, behind the scenes there are many contradictory laws that give evidence to why there is a huge increase in TongQi, HIV and depression. It seems the older generation has a more negative representation of gay relationships, most likely from the pressure placed on children to reproduce to help them and carry on family values. Essentially, the representation of gay rights is left to the younger generation rather than the government to continue with pride events, and places in the hope that perhaps one day there can be a universal acceptance. 
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