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Institute of Education and Humanities

MA Dissertation Approval Form


	Student Name
	


	Degree Scheme
	
MA Ecology & Spirituality

	Module code 
	HPCA 7024  

	Start date
(This will be after you have completed your 4th module) 
	


	Completion Date
(The date when your MA registration ends)

	




I have completed/ about to complete* Part 1 of my degree.
*Please delete as appropriate.






Please read the ‘Guide to filling out your proposal’ at the end of this form.


	Title of Dissertation:



	Aims and Objectives







	Proposal including Academic Rational 





	To which module/s of the MA does your topic relate?






	What essays or research projects have you completed in the MA which are relevant to this dissertation topic? List the title of the essays and say how they relate to your topic. 





	Methodology.   



  

	Short Introductory Bibliography: 1. Secondary Sources (Scholarly Works)




	
Short Introductory Bibliography: 2 Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)






	Time Schedule:
An outline of a likely timetable to completion. 





	Proposed Supervisor:








Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – YES/NO
(This will only be relevant if you are undertaking qualitative research)

Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – YES/NO


The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:  

Signed : ……………………………………………………..Module Tutor

Date:……………………………………………………



Please return this draft form to your dissertation supervisor. Your supervisor will send the form to the Module Tutor, Dr. Frances Clynes who will contact you when it is approved.



Guide to Filling out Your Proposal
 
Please complete the form and submit it your designated supervisor for feedback who may also circulate it for comment to other members of the MA staff with relevant expertise. 

Upon acceptance by your supervisor he/she will then send it to the Dissertation Module tutor, Dr. Frances Clynes. Once received it will be checked by Dr. Nicholas Campion and the Dissertation Tutor and you and your supervisor will receive notice back of either the proposal’s acceptance or a request for clarification. 

This is not a final, unchanging proposal, but is intended for discussion as part of the first stage of your research, to clarify your ideas and make sure your proposed research is realistic.

You must insert footnotes in the text as these will both let us know you are on the right track and assist your preparations.


Title. 
State your title as clearly as possible. 

Aims and Objectives
Outline the aims and objectives of your research project.  An aim is the research that you aim to do. An objective is the information that you wish to find out. 

For example:

‘My aim is to interview people concerning beliefs in astrology’ 

‘My objective is to gather evidence concerning beliefs in astrology and to compare these to previous scholarship, in order to understand astrologers’ religious affiliations.’

or ‘

‘My aim is to measure celestial orientations at a sacred site’

‘My objective is to establish whether there are such celestial alignments, what they are and consider their cultural context.’

Your aim and objective will be particular to your project.



Proposal including Academic Rational 
This section includes your research proposal. 
In this section consider the academic rationale for your research. What is the background to your research in previous scholarship? What wider problem in scholarship or knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship and previous work in the field? You should include relevant references.  Please limit to 400 words. 


Short Introductory Bibliography 1. Secondary Sources
What are the main scholarly works (secondary sources) which would underpin your research question? You need about ten academic books or articles. Please make full use of eBooks and journals in the University library and give full citations. If they are especially important, mention them in your proposal section. 

Short Introductory Bibliography: 2. Primary Sources 
This is vital for text-based research. What are the principal primary sources and/or materials you would use in your research? Please give full citations. Remember, primary sources are the original documents, texts or artefacts which you are researching. If these are books or articles, give full citations. If your research is text-based, aim to include about ten. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. 

If your research is field-work based your major primary sources are your own data, gathered through your own research in the field. Be aware that there may be limited primary texts sources. The text primary sources may be limited or non-existent.  

Methodology:
How are you going to research your topic? Outline your research methodology: for example, (a) library/text based and historical or (b) fieldwork (for example, qualitative research, interviews, questionnaires, participant observation, site survey, archaeoastronomy/skyscape archaeology). 

If you are conducting library/text based and historical research, then simply state so here. You will not need a methodology section in your Dissertation. However, you will be expected to understand issues such as the reliability of the primary and secondary sources which you use.

If you are conducting fieldwork, then you will need a Methodology section in your dissertation. 

If you are conducting qualitative research, such as interviews or questionnaires, please say something on this form about your proposed target group, and how you plan to proceed. 

If you are using site survey and/or archaeoastronomy/skyscape archaeology, then state what sites and methods you will be using.

Support your chosen methodology with references. 
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