	
	
	



[bookmark: _Int_TArsCcuC]Hillsborough disaster was one of the worst failures in recent police history. (Scraton, P., 1999.) highlights how the failures of the police led directly to this national disaster and changed the lives of the innocent people and families involved. The disaster occurred on the 15th of April 1989 at the Hillsborough stadium in Sheffield, south Yorkshire, 96 people lost their lives and 766 people were injured because of overcrowding in the central pens of the stands and people crushing each other.

In the immediate aftermath, there was an outpour of support from the public and it affected most of the United Kingdom as it was such a tragic event. It was widespread on the news channels and hundreds of flowers were left at the stadium of not only the accident, but also outside Liverpool's stadium Anfield as their fans were also involved in the accident. It led many high-profile figures to attend the memorials and many others to speak out against the police and media who put the blame upon the fans. This included current player and manager of Liverpool at the time Sir Kenny Daglish. Who got his knighthood for services to football and to the families in the aftermath of the Hillsborough disaster

When the disaster first happened the media quickly tried to blame hooliganism and the public. The media suggested the Liverpool fans were drunk, unruly and responsible for causing the chaos that helped people on the way to being crushed against the railings, as backed up by (Bettison, N., 2016.). The media added to the mound of grief that the families were already facing by making the victims look at fault for the disaster. (Wade, R., 2009). Explains how this then caused the Hillsborough disaster to become a major political talking point and this created an enquiry into the event to find out what really happened and to figure out who was at fault.

The Hillsborough independent panel was created with the specific intention to finally conclude the ongoings of the day and find out who was truly at fault for the disaster. (Hillsborough Independent Panel, 2012.) findings were that the public were never at fault and a combination of failures by the staff, officials and police to correctly and efficiently protect the public and organise the stadium was the sole cause of this accident and were to blame. (Scraton, P., 2013.) then added to his earlier publication highlighting how the truth was finally liberated and the families could now have some sort of closure knowing that the cover up was finally exposed and the victimless could defend themselves and clear all their names. This changed the entire public perception of the disaster. As the media then started posting the truth and this turned the fans from villains into innocents.

The families demanded that the police take full responsibility for their actions during the accident after the report was published. (Scraton, P., 2004). Shows the injustices the public faced during these events' aftermath and how unjust the families of the victims were treated by the police and the media. This led to police chiefs and the government issuing apologies for the failures that happened on that day and the chaos and blame that was pointed towards them after the disaster. The Hillsborough disaster is now seen as one of the biggest injustices between the police and the public and doesn't help strengthen the relationship between the two parties.

A positive that came from this disaster was the realisation that they could not allow this to happen again. So even after all the reports had been published and everything had been exposed. They had to make sure that stadium safety was improved and that all people were trained to correctly operate the stadium and not allow overcrowding. (Bale, J., 2013) shows and explains how every stadium across the country went through vigorous safety updates and changed regulations after the disaster to prevent anything of the kind happening again. This not only changed stadiums in the United Kingdom but changed stadiums across the world.
The findings prompted a reassessment of the public perception of the disaster, with growing sympathy and support for the victims' families and the acknowledgment of the systemic failures that contributed to the tragedy.
In 2019, after a lengthy legal process, six individuals, including senior police officers, were charged with offenses related to the disaster. This development reinforced the narrative that accountability needed to be upheld for the mistakes made on that fateful day.
In conclusion, the public perception of the Hillsborough Disaster has shifted from initial blame and misinformation to a recognition of the systemic failures and injustices surrounding the event. The fight for justice by the victims' families and the subsequent legal actions have played a crucial role in reshaping the narrative, emphasizing accountability, and ensuring that the true lessons of the tragedy are learned to prevent such incidents in the future. It is also now seen as a very good thing that the police were heled accountable for their actions and the families can now rest knowing their family members didn't die blamed for the disaster.
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