Ann and Jack’s story


The video represents an Initial Child Protection Conference (ICPC) setting.
There has been much emphasis in the SSWB (2014) about co-production and 

· giving individuals a stronger voice and more control over the care and support they receive
· encourage a renewed focus on prevention and early intervention.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ICPC is also underpinned by the Children Act (2004) 

However, where children are deemed at risk, there is a responsibility for professionals to work together to safeguard children. This means families can sometimes feel disempowered in the process. This doesn’t have to be the case – it takes a brave and motivated advocate to make sure parents and children can still be empowered through the process.
Ann and Jack’s story shows a number of issues that affect parents when their children have been seen as at risk of harm:

Group discussion:

Older children can attend conferences
It must be terrifying for the parents
Think they may lose their child
Professional used jargon – words like domestic abuse and quantifying. This can disempower the parents if communication has been substandard
The advocate needs to prepare the family before the meeting and afterwards
A partner may not know the other partner’s past – this can come up in the conference
It must be so embarrassing for the parent to have their life story and failures discussed in open
The body language showed that the mum was in a negative place
Interesting that dad blamed mum for not making breakfast




