


   Over the past decade the prominence on heavy industry that once played an important part in the district has changed to an emphasis on creating employment in leisure and tourism Llanelli is developing into a leisure and tourism destination.  Llanelli has a lot of economic character as Llanelli is well known for its many attractions for example Llanelli is home to many tourist attractions such as the National Botanic Gardens of Wales. The National Botanic Garden first opened in May 2000 The garden has many themed gardens with over 800 different plant varieties since May 2000. The National Garden Has had over 2.5 million visitors so far. Llanelli also has one of many wetland centres around the UK, the wetland centre in Llanelli opened in 1991 and has had more than 1.5 Million visitors Llanelli is also one of the most famous rugby towns in the world. Parc Y Scarlets first opened in 2008, the official opening ceremony was conducted by Wales first minister Rhodri Morgan in 2009. 
There is also a large retail park in Trostre with many high street stores including New Look, Marks & Spencer, Primark, River Island Debenhams and many more. Since the retail park opened many Llanelli Hight street stores have closed due to lack of custom. This has caused Llanelli’s economy to decline  
Llanelli Waterside, a joint venture between Carmarthenshire County Council and the Welsh Assembly Government, is a project that aims to drive the regeneration of the Llanelli area by transforming the waterfront into a business, leisure and residential community. Currently, there are two seafront housing developments under construction. Pentre Nicklaus Village, located on the Machynys Peninsula has been the subject of recent criticism for being above the price range of local people. Pentre Doc Y Gogledd (North Dock Village) in the historic North Dock area is currently being developed by David Mclean homes and is currently on the last phase of development. (Wikipedia, n.d)
There has been a huge economical decline in Llanelli due to the last recession in 2009. This caused a huge decrease in employment. Many businesses in Llanelli are either on the decline or closed down completely. There are now only a few old industrial buildings left on a small number of working factories left. A steel factory in Llanelli had to lay of a third of their work force due to less orders. Many years ago, Llanelli used to be the biggest tin plate manufacturer in the world the great coal, copper, steel and tin plate industry employed half of Llanelli’s population in the 1950’s the industrial industry sector declined leaving only a few businesses. Due to lack of employment in Llanelli many young people are unable to work which leaves them with nothing to do this has led to an increase in crime and drug use. In 2009 drug use cased a death every month. Between April 2018 and March 2019 218 drug offences took place 68 of those offences took place within three months. There is a support organization in Llanelli called chooselife which was created in 1996 by Alan Andrews prior to his involvement with chooselife Alan was involved with drugs and uses his experience to help others. In March 200 a drop-in centre was opened for drug and alcohol users.  (Charmarthenshire Cares Forum, n.d.)  An economic strategy plan has been put in place to address entrenched disadvantage and will re-establish Llanelli as a furnace of innovation and industry. Plans include 
“focussing attention and value on foundational economies while also pursuing ambitious growth agenda will help maintain balance in welsh economy. And it will address social tensions arising from predicted loss of job market” (Walters, n.d)

Regeneration Plans 
After thorough research it is found that Llanelli is lacking amusement activities for example placing and arcade in the town centre would bring more tourist to Llanelli as well as encouraging young people to stay away from crime. This would also boost Llanelli’s economy allowing more money to be funded into other projects. Many studies show that playing arcade games has many health benefits for example playing arcade games can improve cognitive abilities such as decision making. Playing can also improve reflexes and muscle memory. By building up muscle memory it improves reflexes and hand eye coordination. playing arcade games can also improve mental health such as stress and depression. Studies showed that people with mental health issues showed a notable improvement in condition after venting their frustration by playing arcade games.
 More sports centres/areas such as leisure centres, outdoor activities. This would attract all age groups from around the area and attract tourists. By providing sports activities to people it will encourage them to by active and healthy as well as stay out of trouble. Participating in sport can also reduce stress. Sports centres can also increase property value of nearby buildings. 
Due to lack of employment it would be a good idea to set up a scheme that allows people to gain qualifications while volunteering for local businesses this would provide a boost to the economy providing more jobs for people. 

A local Police Volunteer scheme such as neighbourhood watch would create a safer community for people to live in and would require people to work together making the community closer. Another benefit of having a scheme such as a neighbourhood watch is that it creates a sense of awareness of anything that might be happening. It would also give people a sense of responsibility and belonging to the community 
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